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21A8. Quiz

1. When was the competition first held?

The inaugural FIFA Women’s World Cup was held from 16 to 30 November 1991.

The competition featured 12 national teams divided into three groups.

The United States won the inaugural title by defeating Norway 2-1 in the final.

American forward Michelle Akers scored both goals for the United States in the final and
finished as the tournament’s leading goalscorer with ten goals.

e The tournament has subsequently been organised every four years.

2. Where was the inaugural tournament held?

China PR hosted the inaugural FIFA Women’s World Cup in 1991.
Matches were played in the Chinese province of Guangdong, including venues in
Guangzhou, Foshan, Jiangmen and Zhongshan.

e The final was played at the Tianhe Stadium in Guangzhou on 30 November 1991.

e Chinareached the quarter-finals, where it was eliminated by Sweden.

e China later hosted the competition again-in 2007, becoming one of the countries to organise
multiple editions of the tournament.

3. Which country has won the tournament the maximum number of times?

The United States of America has won the FIFA Women’s World Cup a record four times.
Its championship victories came in 1991, 1999, 2015 and 2019.

Germany ranks second with two titles, won in 2003 and 2007.

Norway, Japan and Spain have each won the competition once, in 1995, 2011 and 2023,
respectively.

e The United States also became the second country after Germany to win consecutive titles
when it triumphed in 2015 and 2019.

4. Which country is scheduled to host the 2027 edition?

e Brazil will host the 10th FIFA Women’s World Cup from 24 June to 25 July 2027.

e |t will be the first FIFA Women’s World Cup held in South America.

o Brazil defeated the joint European bid of Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany during the
host-selection process in May 2024.

e The tournament will feature 32 teams and be conducted across eight host cities.

5. Starting from which year will the number of finalists increase from 32 to 48?

e The FIFA Women’s World Cup will expand from 32 to 48 participating teams beginning
with the 2031 edition.
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~ IndianQil

to supply
Mauritius ATF,

petrol, diesel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

State-owned IndianOil
Thursday entered into an
five-year agreement with
Mauritius” State Trading
Corporation for supplying
petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

Making the announce-
ment on social media, Har-
deep Puri, India’s Petro-
leum Minister, wrote, “The
agreement will meet Maur-
itius” requirements of pe-
trol, diesel, marine gas oil
and ATF - providing long-
term supply certainty,
greater price stability and
enhanced energy security,
while supporting the na-
tion’s mobility, connectivi-
ty and economic growth.”

Mauritius becomes the
first country outside South
Asia to have concluded a
fuel supply agreement
with an Indian public-sec-
tor oil entity.
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21A8. IndianQil to supply Mauritius ATF, petrol, diesel
SR AR F ATF, 981 AR Siarer i 3mfed w¥am

e State-owned IndianOil Thursday entered into a five-year agreement with
Mauritius’ State Trading Corporation for supplying petrol, diesel and aviation turbine

fuel (ATF).

TR FaTiAcT dTell BT 7 TTAR l ARIH hT FeT ST FRARAT & T Igie,
Sroter 3R vfavere eage wga (ATF) 1 3mqfct & forw ater adffer wevsttar o

¢ Making the announcement on social media, Hardeep Puri, India’s Petroleum
Minister, wrote, “The agreement will meet Mauritius’ requirements of petrol, diesel,

marine gas oil and ATF — providing long-term supply certainty, greater price stability
and enhanced energy security, while supporting the nation’s mobility, connectivity and

economic growth.”

rerer FFSAT I ENTOT HI G HRA S diera F g 78 ¥ forgr, 7 Fsilan
ANrrE 1 9k, Aorel, 7T I 3 3R ATF 1 aegeahasit s g aHen—orad
refenrferen 3mqfet GiavRer gef, 31fere e RruRar ik dgaw Sl Feat ured gl qur e
& arfereferd, w9d 3R 3Tie faeme &t gt e’

e Mauritius becomes the first country outside South Asia to have concluded a fuel
supply agreement with an Indian public-sector oil entity.

ATy efaror v & I1ET QAT 9gdT 397 597 AT B, [STe fRt (IR gt & iy

AT HYeAT o AIY SU YT FASAT AT T

BNP’s Alamgir elected new
President of Bangladesh

Press Trust of India
DHAKA

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alam-
gir, a long-time secretary
general of the ruling Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and a close ally of
former premier Khaleda
Zia, was on Thursday elect-
ed as the country’s new
President in the first con-
tested poll for the post in
35 years.

The 78-year-old BNP
stalwart defeated his lone
rival Colonel (retd) Oli
Ahmed, the 84-year-old
Liberal Democratic Party
chairman and the nominee
of the Jamaat-e-Islami-led
11-party Opposition al-
liance, Chief Election Com-
missioner and also Elec-
tion Returning Officer
AMM Nasir Uddin an-
nounced after the counting

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir

of votes.

Of the total 349 regis-
tered voters, 343 voted in
the election. Six lawmak-
ers did not vote, he said.

Mr. Alamgir secured 255
votes while Mr. Oli Ahmad
bagged 88 votes.

He will take the oath as
Bangladesh’s 23rd Presi-
dent on Friday evening at
the Darbar Hall of
Bangabhaban.

It is the first contested

presidential election in
Bangladesh since 1991, as
the office had largely been
filled through consensus
and uncontested polls in
recent decades.

Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman congratulated Mr.
Alamgir on his victory in
the presidential polls. Law-
makers also congratulated
the President-elect by
thumping their desks.

The presidential elec-
tion was necessitated after
Mohammed Shahabuddin,
a close aide of deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina, resigned last month
on health grounds before
completing his five-year
tenure.

Under the Constitution,
anew President is required
to be elected within 90
days of the office falling
vacant.

21A8. BNP’s Alamgir elected new
President of Bangladesh

BNP & TAHINR IR & AT
Iseafa AaRa

e Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, a
long-time secretary general of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and
a close ally of former premier Khaleda Zia,
was on Thursday elected as the country’s
new President in the first contested poll for
the post in 35 years.

TATRG SR AerTfaTe Ul (BNP) & oie
Y § AgaTad 3R qa gere @feer
ST & <) ggareh RS vaed sTare
JTIAIR T IEAR T &2 T AT AT
foratfaa fomar aram| g 39 ug & forw 35 ast

# 9gaT contested T+I1T UT|

e The 78-year-old BNP stalwart
defeated his lone rival Colonel (retd) Oli
Ahmed, the 84-year-old Liberal Democratic
Party chairman and the nominee of the
Jamaat-e-Islami-led 11-party Opposition

alliance, Chief Election Commissioner and also Election Returning Officer AMM Nasir Uddin
announced after the counting of votes.

Y fAdTaeT g vd fodTee Refeler 3wl veats A 3gdie o #AeTorET & se gyor
&1 o 78 A BNP AT o 319a UeheATT Yicigded! Feter (Rarferge) el 3rgag 1 wford famam
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84 gVt 3T 3rEHE foraver ST urél & srewrat 3N SHTT-T-gFand & Aqed ar 11
faaaft redee & sFficar &

o Ofthe total 349 registered voters, 343 voted in the election.
Fel 349 Uil AT 7 & 343 A AT A AdeH |

e Six lawmakers did not vote, he said.
3giel ST T BF IHET A AdGIA o8 fohaT|

e Mr. Alamgir secured 255 votes while Mr. Oli Ahmad bagged 88 votes.
#Y 3o @1 255 A fFel, STafh AT el 316He T 88 e ATe §U|

o He will take the oath as Bangladesh’s 23rd President on Friday evening at the Darbar Hall
of Bangabhaban.

d AR ATH FAHEA F SR §ieT A TG & 238 Isgafer & &9 & qaey oid |

e ltis the first contested presidential election in Bangladesh since 1991, as the office had
largely been filled through consensus and uncontested polls in recent decades.
Ig 1991 F TG IFATRL T Igall contested TSI TAM &, ﬁ%m%a@mﬁﬁagqaﬂw
9 & gawFafa AR At gemat & Aregw & s S @ g

e The presidential election was necessitated after Mohammed Shahabuddin, a close aide of
deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, resigned last month on health grounds before
completing his five-year tenure.

wwﬁgmﬁmammmgémmumﬂaﬁaﬁm%mmﬁ
HIgFE AGTIEEIT o1 AT 9Te JHT FRIFIA I 81l § Ggol TS Helol T FHROT &

& ¢ feam|

¢ Under the Constitution, a new President is required to be elected within 90 days of the office
falling vacant.

TN & et sgufa &1 ge Rerd glet & 90 Rt & sha arw regufay &1 gomma fonam ST
3TaTH ¢

GS Paper 1: History 21 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

Curtain raiser: A Kathakali performer on the field during the opening
ceremony of the Kerala Cricket League 2026 season at the Greenfield
International Cricket Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram on Thursday
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Amit Shah calls for timely
resolution of South India’s
pending water disputes

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday empha-
sised the need for early re-
solution of pending water-
related issues concerning
southern States through
joint meetings involving
the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, the Inter-State Coun-
cil, and the respective
States.

Addressing the 3ist
Southern Zonal Council
meeting at Mamallapuram
near Chennai, Mr. Shah
said while protecting the
interests of one’s own State
was not wrong, if it de-
prives other of water for
years, no actual interest
was being served.

He said linking major
rivers, from the Brahma-
putra to the Cauvery and
the Godavari, could ensure
India faces no water shor-
tage for the next 100 years.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Ministers C. Jo-
seph Vijay (Tamil Nadu), N.
Chandrababu Naidu (And-
hra Pradesh), D.K. Shivaku-
mar (Karnataka), and V.D.
Satheesan (Keralam); De-
puty Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu (Telan-
gana); and Lieutenant-Go-
vernors K. Kailashnathan
(Puducherry) and Admiral
(retd.) D.K. Joshi (Anda-
man and Nicobar); and
Lakshadweep Administra-
tor Praful Patel.

According to a release,
the southern States agreed
with the Home Minister’s
suggestion that the pend-
ing water disputes should
be resolved expeditiously
through mutual dialogue
and constructive solutions.

Regarding issues con-
cerning the division of as-

20 AUGUST 2026  MAHABAL IPURAY
‘OUNCIL SECRETARIAT, MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, GOVERMUENT OF INDLA

'@1 a5

Home r;iinisterAmit Shah and the CMs of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,

e o o 78

Andhra Pradesh and Keralam at the meeting. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sets and liabilities between
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, both States agreed to
resolve them in consulta-
tion with the Union Home
Ministry.

Mr. Shah said linking of
rivers could facilitate the
creation of multiple water-
ways, which would not on-
ly save fuel and improve
the environment, but also
provide a cost-effective
transportation system. He
stated that a dispute-free
North India has been creat-
ed by resolving river-shar-
ing issues spanning from
Kashmir to Uttar Pradesh.

‘Conduct swift probe’
He also called for swift in-
vestigation of cases of rape
against women and chil-
dren, and the early dispo-
sal of rape and Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act cases
through the implementa-
tion of Fast Track Special
Courts (FTSC).

He also flagged malnu-
trition, stunting and the
school dropout ratio as is-
sues that would impact fu-
ture generations. He re-
called the fight against
malnutrition initiated by
Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh, which was even-
tually accepted across the
country.

The Minister also called
for a drug-free India. The
Home Ministry has pre-
pared a three-year road
map in which the roles of
several departments of the
States and the Centre have
been defined. “Until all de-
partments of the Central
government and all depart-
ments of all State govern-
ments join this movement,
we will not be able to save
the coming generation
from this evil,” he said.

Mr. Naidu too described
river-interlinking as a long-
term solution. He pro-
posed transferring more
than 500 TMC of surplus
floodwaters through the
Godavari-Krishna-Penna-
Cauvery linkage, saying the
project could benefit And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu.

He also called for the
Ganga-Cauvery link to be
taken up as a national pro-
ject and suggested a dedi-
cated coordination me-
chanism for southern river
basins to ensure timely
preparation of DPRs and
statutory clearances.

Mr. Vijay, Mr. Shivaku-
mar and Mr. Satheesan too
spoke during the meeting.

SHAH HAILS SOUTH’S ROLE
» PAGE 4

21A8. Amit Shah calls for timely resolution
of South India’s pending water disputes

AT amg A gfAor R & dfea o RaEi &
WHIECE HATHT T ATEdre fHar

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday
emphasised the need for early resolution of pending
water-related issues concerning southern States through
joint meetings involving the Ministry of Jal Shakti, the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the Inter-State Council, and
the respective States.

o1 I FHAT AT ATE = IeaR i gfaroh TAt &
Heifere wifae Srer-warel FeaT & ofver FaTeeT & 3aegendr
W SR e 3R sa fow srer afda #amer, 78 710,
HA-T=AT IRve 991 §9f0d Tsat aﬁrﬂ'aﬁa ST T
Qil:;—'ﬂ'lﬁ' e

e Addressing the 31st Southern Zonal Council
meeting at Mamallapuram near Chennai, Mr. Shah said
while protecting the interests of one’s own State was not

wrong, if it deprives other of water for years, no actual
interest was being served.

YeeT$ & fiehe AFeeqwH & 314t afaroft &g afwe
ﬁwafrm?rmgmﬁ QMg o gl foh 3T T &
T&ll 2T T&TT T Aol 61 ©, olifehet ATS SHA gER TS Y
gt ek U1l ¥ I I@T ST 8, dF 388 aEdg H fohadr &
et 1 gfict et el

e He said linking major rivers, from the
Brahmaputra to the Cauvery and the Godavari, could

ensure India faces no water shortage for the next 100
years.

3giel gl foh FEAYT F AT F1ad IR Merad a& v
afeal #t Sitger & T AT fovar a1 @har & o R
T 31T 100 TS o STel Hhe T TTHAT o T T3]
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e The meeting was attended by Chief Ministers C. Joseph Vijay (Tamil Nadu), N.
Chandrababu Naidu (Andhra Pradesh), D.K. Shivakumar (Karnataka), and V.D.
Satheesan (Keralam); Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu (Telangana); and
Lieutenant-Governors K. Kailashnathan (Puducherry) and Admiral (retd.) D.K. Joshi
(Andaman and Nicobar); and Lakshadweep Administrator Praful Patel.

Soh A AEgHE W, S e (affieaeg), v dgaearg (e vew), ¥ Regar
(Faitear) AR 3. e (@FeH); STHETHN 7Tl RsFaATh Hed (AeTeT); SRISIUT .
Femrerre (J399) 3R UsfaRe (@arfarge) S, sieft 3rsame 3R fAwEr); qur deedy
RIS Thel 9ol 3YRYUT I

e According to a release, the southern States agreed with the Home Minister’s suggestion that
the pending water disputes should be resolved expeditiously through mutual dialogue and
constructive solutions.

e AT o AR, Sfarol Tt o 7[e FEl & 58 FoNd ¥ FeAd SIS o dited oref faaral Y
TREIRF Ha1g 3R TATcHS FATUT & ATETH § 2Merar & ForsArdm S =gy |

e Regarding issues concerning the division of assets and liabilities between Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, both States agreed to resolve them in consultation with the Union Home
Ministry.
mqgermma:mmﬁmﬁmmaaama:ﬁwﬁmawwmmﬁ
HERT I[E FATS & THAY W So¢ gl el TN HGAT ogaFd |

e Mr. Shah said linking of rivers could facilitate the creation of multiple waterways, which

would not only save fuel and improve the environment, but also provide a cost-effective
transportation system.

A 2E o gl o ATt FY A T 3135 FTAARIT ST HHOT T 81 ThaT &, [STH 7 FHael seT
T e greft 3R gfaRor # GUR g1, afce Ueh frwradt aRager somel it 3uerstr giaf|

e He stated that a dispute-free North India has been created by resolving river-sharing issues
spanning from Kashmir to Uttar Pradesh.

3giel gl foh FYHR & 3w Jeer d el 7AGT-5Tef SeaR A et Heel Y gl e faare-Fad
IR AR 1 AT v s g

‘Conduct swift probe’

e He also called for swift investigation of cases of rape against women and children, and the
early disposal of rape and Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
cases through the implementation of Fast Track Special Courts (FTSC).

3ogiel Afgent 3R TTat & WY TACHR & AHAT HT cakd AT TAT FIEE & TIAT HIEH
(FTSC) & Frileadel o ATLIH H TellchR AR FleT ra=meit & s=at H7T &ET0r (POCSO)
sfafaw & gefg AT & ofg foaer 1 8t 3meare foa|

o He also flagged malnutrition, stunting and the school dropout ratio as issues that would
impact future generations.

3egiel FUOT, Tt # ey fAFW (stunting) 3R Fher Blgat Fr T A1 o WA AT h &I &
T@iferd foram, St 3me) arely Nifeat i ganfaa w3

e He recalled the fight against malnutrition initiated by Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, which
was eventually accepted across the country.

3egiel ATAATS 3R 3TET TRl SaRT YE TRy 31T FAIYor & TS ATt 1 Ire; o, o are;
F QX & 37911 7T

e The Minister also called for a drug-free India.
A o TAFT R 1 31 3TEare foha|

e The Home Ministry has prepared a three-year road map in which the roles of several
departments of the States and the Centre have been defined.
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36 HATCT of T dlieT IuTT W7 IR RRam &, ToresT Tt 3R &g & fafdest fasmmett &
HfFeC e v o7$ &)

e “Until all departments of the Central government and all departments of all State governments
join this movement, we will not be able to save the coming generation from this evil,” he said.

3ogiol hgl, “SId deh shg AR & Foft fremmr 3tk Tt T TRaRY & woft faemmr 3@ siffa=r &F
i 781 @1, a9 e g7 T arelt It Y 3W JUS F ST = I |”

e Mr. Naidu too described river-interlinking as a long-term solution.
A g o o FdY-gefAfRer A1 Srefemfas gaTeeT Sam|

e He proposed transferring more than 500 TMC of surplus floodwaters through the Godavari-
Krishna-Penna-Cauvery linkage, saying the project could benefit Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

3egiel METaQ-FeoT-Fear-F1ad foles & Areds & 500 TMC § rfera srfafe a1g & areh &1
TAATIRT e T T QT 3T Fgl [ 587 IRAVSTAT T 3T T2, AT, Fadlean 3T
AfRereTg 1 8T B Fehe 1

e He also called for the Ganga-Cauvery link to be taken up as a national project and
suggested a dedicated coordination mechanism for southern river basins to ensure timely
preparation of DPRs and statutory clearances.

Segiel -1 FAF T Teh ToET TRAISTAT o6 & & Y& it 1 & ITeareT feham R gfarolr
A8 IR & forw v waAfda woeaw @ 1 gara foar, aife feqa aRsan RaiE (OPRs) 3k
denfores HSRAT AT W AR 3R g1ed T 517 T |

e Mr. Vijay, Mr. Shivakumar and Mr. Satheesan too spoke during the meeting.

A T, A RIGhaAR R A7 FliereT 7 o S o GRIeT 39 faar Q|

Ease three-language rule

for Class 6, SC tells CBSE

Threelanguage scheme will eventually have to be implemented, but CBSE has to streamline its

implementation better, says top court; questions categorisation of English as a foreign language

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday asked

the Central Board
of School Education
(CBSE) to grant current
Class 6 students a one-time
reprieve from a mandatory
third-language Board
exam.

The court urged the
Board to return to the
drawing board to consider
easing the policy into the
curriculum, starting from
earlier classes, giving stu-
dents, families, and
schools “some elbow
space”.

“Why don’t you give the
Class 6 students reprieve
from writing the third lan-
guage exam in Class 10 ex-
am,” Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi asked Additional
Solicitor-General Aish-
warya Bhati.

Under CBSE guidelines,
students in Classes 7 to 9
were exempted, while the
present Class 6 batch was
slated to face full imple-
mentation, including a
mandatory Class 10 Board
exam in the third language
by 2031.

The court said the three-

Q Why don't you give the
Class 6 students reprieve
from writing the third language

exam in Class 10 exam?

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Supreme Court judge

language scheme would
eventually have to be im-
plemented, but the CBSE
has to streamline its imple-
mentation better.

‘Give time to adapt’
“You would have to give
some time for not only stu-
dents but also for infras-
tructure to come on par,
across the various educa-
tion Boards. It is a good
policy to start with the
mother tongue, then an in-
digenous language, and
then another indigenous
or foreign language. But all
this should be started
when the children are a lit-
tle younger, in a lower
class, giving them time to
adapt,” Justice Bagchi said.
The court asked Ms.
Bhati, appearing for the
CBSE, to get instructions
on three issues - whether a
one-time reprieve could be
given to the current batch

of Class 6 students, how to
build human resources to
meet the demands of the
three-language scheme,
and whether the scheme
should ideally be started in
earlier classes.

Foreign language
Lawyers for petitioners op-
posing the three-language
policy said it explicitly ca-
tegorised English as a fo-
reign language along with
popular foreign language
options among students
like French, Japanese, and
Spanish.

“Because the policy
mandates that students
must study at least two na-
tive Indian languages, stu-
dents are restricted to only
one foreign language slot.
Since nearly all students
choose English for that sin-
gle slot, other foreign lan-
guages like French or Japa-
nese are effectively pushed

out of the main curricu-
lum. A large number of stu-
dents already studying
French and Japanese have
to choose a native language
now... Another foreign lan-
guage increases employ-
ment opportunities...
These are children from
middle- and lower-class
homes we are talking
about,” senior advocate
Anand Grover explained.

Mr. Grover submitted
that textbooks found on-
line under the three-lan-
guage scheme start with
compound sentences. “If I
have to learn Sanskrit, for
example, I have to learn
from the first letter. The
textbooks on the website
have compounded sen-
tences. How will I learn?”
he asked.

Chief Justice Surya Kant
said English could hardly
be considered a foreign
language.

On the issue of treating
English as a foreign lan-
guage, Ms. Bhati said, “En-
glish is an official language
under the Constitution,
and though it is not treated
like a foreign language, it is

also not a native language. |
Language is the vehicleofa &

culture”.
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21A8. Ease three-language rule for Class 6, SC tells CBSE
H8&TT 6 & T er-smar s & i &, SC A CBSE W &gl

The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Central Board of School Education (CBSE) to
grant current Class 6 students a one-time reprieve from a mandatory third-language Board
exam.

HATEE FITTer of IEA 1 FET ATEATHT e a1 (CBSE) ¥ aciaTel &7 6 & ST &l
e fradt s Y 918 TdeT F vF TR Y g S BT AT

The court urged the Board to return to the drawing board to consider easing the policy into the
curriculum, starting from earlier classes, giving students, families, and schools “some elbow
space”.

IR & SIS W Al I GATTaR et 3R S8 Todshal & ggell hr Hamsit & - amp w3
R TR et 1 3719rg foha, difes o, aIRERT 3R Epalt o1 “Fo srfafea gemger o a|
“Why don’t you give the Class 6 students reprieve from writing the third language exam in

Class 10 exam,” Justice Joymalya Bagchi asked Additional Solicitor-General Aishwarya
Bhati.

=G AT qRTE o TR T He-STeTtel ¥eadT HIET A o, “31T9 Tl 6 & ST I
e 10 F ey ST Y gie & & Tea A1 AGT G ?”

Under CBSE guidelines, students in Classes 7 to 9 were exempted, while the present Class 6
batch was slated to face full implementation, including a mandatory Class 10 Board exam in
the third language by 2031.

CBSE & fznfadait & g #&7 7 & 9 & oTl &1 T &1 1% &Y, STafeh aciHTeT a7 6 & 99 & fow
ATy T Ut Sriieardet GEaTfad T, el 2031 @ Fatr 10 7 ey smar it srfevard a1 afiam
8 enfder Y|

The court said the three-language scheme would eventually have to be implemented, but
the CBSE has to streamline its implementation better.

ST o gl Toh clYeT-$TST FYSTAT T 37cTcl: T AT 61 B9, oAfche] CBSE &1 $8eh hrdleadst
I SEeR 91 W sqafead 3R gars =T g |

‘Give time to adapt’
FeTgore & fav 7T

“You would have to give some time for not only students but also for infrastructure to come on
par, across the various education Boards.

“HTeT o Shalel DA afeeh faffiest Rram a8t & grard 6 1 off T &R W 3 & v o
HHT ST gIaT|

It is a good policy to start with the mother tongue, then an indigenous language, and then
another indigenous or foreign language.

AT, T Teh SeUST 19T, 3R 38k ST Tohall 31w S2UST AT TRy ST & Q&3Tel hedl Teh
e i gl

But all this should be started when the children are a little younger, in a lower class, giving
them time to adapt,” Justice Bagchi said.

QAfsheT IE F T Y& a1 ST RT S1a ae F6 F97 31Y F 8 AR Trereh wam # g, a1l 378
37TeheteT o foIT e Ty ffel Teh,” =Tl aTarell o hg|

The court asked Ms. Bhati, appearing for the CBSE, to get instructions on three issues —
whether a one-time reprieve could be given to the current batch of Class 6 students, how to
build human resources to meet the demands of the three-language scheme, and whether the
scheme should ideally be started in earlier classes.
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=TT o CBSE & 3R & T A1 817€r & cfieT Heal TR fider Ureet ohiel Y dhgl—aaT acialel
TN 6 o BT & S 1 Teh TR Y Tgel &1 511 Fehell 8, clled- 3T FVSTolT T HTTLIRAI I 1
FT & Tl AT AU HY IR U ST, 3R 41 AT 1 A6 T I Tgell HY Hamam F
A T STTTT =T |

Foreign language

faefy strar

Lawyers for petitioners opposing the three-language policy said it explicitly categorised
English as a foreign language along with popular foreign language options among students
like French, Japanese, and Spanish.

NA-91rsT AT T FAReT A T TTRASTRATIHT F el of gl foh ST A Y T T &
faeeft st o & A Fefiep fehar aran €, A1y &) STE o o Sl o e, ST 3 wferer srdr
Tyl a3t &1 oY =Y Aol & T@r AT

“Because the policy mandates that students must study at least two native Indian languages,
students are restricted to only one foreign language slot.

“Hfer Y 7 o1l & TAT HH T H3 & ARAT FeT HTIHT b1 3rea+ Ifvard fomar arn B, safere
ST & UTH sha o Teh fageft s & forv TuTeT saar g

Since nearly all students choose English for that single slot, other foreign languages like
French or Japanese are effectively pushed out of the main curriculum.

ek STaTsaT Tl BT 3 Teh TUTA & AT 3 FoTd 8, SHIST Shel T SITreit St 31 fagelr
HINTU GHT T & HET IGTHA § a8l STl o |

A large number of students already studying French and Japanese have to choose a native
language now...

TEe A I 3R ST g Tg S81 HEdT & B! 1 376 T ST $I9T Taadt a5 8.
Another foreign language increases employment opportunities...

T 31 fageft saT AT & raaR derd g,

These are children from middle- and lower-class homes we are talking about,” senior
advocate Anand Grover explained.

&7 Jg1 wegH 3R e aeify IRarY & seat i sa = W) &, avss 3ifaedr smee Maw

HASTIT|
Mr. Grover submitted that textbooks found online under the three-language scheme start with
compound sentences.

A R A gl o a3V FISTAT oh TEl HieTelTSeT ST TTSTYEcloh HIFed TFAT I YE el
gl

“If I have to learn Sanskrit, for example, | have to learn from the first letter.

‘I T 3eTeI0T o foIT WPl A@ell ¢, ol 7 Teol 36R & WGaT1 g |

The textbooks on the website have compounded sentences.

dIAISE W 3TelsY ST ﬁﬁg?aamé“l

How will | learn?” he asked.

# 53 3 A’ 376 g

Chief Justice Surya Kant said English could hardly be considered a foreign language.
T FATATIRT GAHTA oF gl T 3T 1 e, 61 Targelt streT AT ST W 51

On the issue of treating English as a foreign language, Ms. Bhati said, “English is an official
language under the Constitution, and though it is not treated like a foreign language, it is
also not a native language.

37T T TRl T AeTer o Fee: T’ ST $1ET o g, “37oN AT & e Tk AT &
3R T 38 el #4197 & & 7 AL AT ST, T 37 Tg Fe/ersT a1maw o 7T &
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e Language is the vehicle of a culture”.

ST e Y Y e g $1”

High Court
Bench for
Ladakh
approved

ll!ESS '!I.lSt D! 'ﬂ!ﬂ

_ NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet has de-
cided to establish a High
Court Bench in Ladakh, a
move aimed at improving
access to justice in the Un-
ion Territory, Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said on
Thursday, reaffirming the
Centre’s commitment to
ensuring constitutional sa-
feguards and the all-round
development of the region.

Ladakh Lt.-Governor Vi-
nai Kumar Saxena wel-
comed the “historic deci-
sion” and expressed
sincere gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the Home Minister.

The announcement
comes against the back-
drop of continuing discus-
sions over the political, ad-
ministrative and
constitutional future of La-
dakh, with local stakehol-
ders seeking stronger
safeguards.

21A8. High Court Bench for Ladakh approved
deer® & AT 3T =marey F1 9t #r JAsl

e The Union Cabinet has decided to establish a High Court Bench in
Ladakh, a move aimed at improving access to justice in the Union Territory,
Home Minister Amit Shah said on Thursday, reaffirming the Centre’s
commitment to ensuring constitutional safeguards and the all-round
development of the region.

eI I[E HAY ATAT ATE =1 TEaAR T el foh HelT ATIHS o degrd ¥ 3o
AT Y dI TATRIT et T F0TT foram &, Foreehr 3ege shgenfad uger &
T T TG P 6 ST § | Segiod &7 & Hauiforsh et 3arat AR qer
TarehTer T GIATREITT et i she; T FTcTTerT i aTeraT|

e Ladakh Lt.-Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena welcomed the “historic
decision” and expressed sincere gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
the Home Minister.

FEEIE & IeIUTS faed FAR FFAT -1 50 “Afderf@es Aok 1 wamrd
3R et e A T ajg FA & 9fy g1féen 3R sgerd faha

e The announcement comes against the backdrop of continuing
discussions over the political, administrative and constitutional future of
Ladakh, with local stakeholders seeking stronger safeguards.

I EIVOT Seald & IsTeiias, Temdafas 3 gaenfas safasT 1 o IR a3t
T IeSHA A g% ¢, [T Ui fyTerRen 31fereh Fefe( et 3Tt Sy 71T Y
e
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Collectors empowered to
grant citizenship under CAA

Union Ministry of Home Affairs authorises District Collectors in Gujarat, Rajasthan, West Bengal,

Punjab, Assam, Tripura (except tribal areas), J&K and Ladakh to grant naturalised citizenship

Vijaita Sin;
NEW DELHI

he Union Ministry
Tof Home Affairs
(MHA) has trans-

ferred the processing of
pending citizenship appli-
cations under the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act
(CAA), 2019, from Empo-
wered Committees — com-
prising Central govern-
ment officials, including
those from the Census, In-
telligence Bureau (IB) and
postal departments — to
District Collectors in eight
States and Union Territo-
ries (UTs).

District Collectors in
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Pun-
jab, West Bengal, Assam
(except tribal areas), Tripu-
ra (except tribal areas),
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh have been author-
ised to process CAA appli-
cations, as per the August
19 order, making the ear-
lier arrangement of multi-

agency committee
redundant.
CAA after Bengal win

The order is significant as
the amendments to the
CAA Rules, which first

The Home Ministry had given the first set of citizenship certificates
to 14 applicants in May 2024. ANI

came into effect on March
11, 2024, have been noti-
fied after the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) came to
power in West Bengal. The
amendments brought in
days before the 2024 Gen-
eral Election had central-
ised the power to process
the citizenship applica-
tions of members of six
non-Muslim communties
from Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh, who en-
tered India before Decem-
ber 31, 2014 without any
documents or illegally.
The CAA was strongly
opposed by the then Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) go-
vernment in West Bengal.

To bypass the role of the
State government in pro-
cessing the applications,
MHA constituted at least
four Empowered Commit-
tees — two at the district le-
vel, headed by Central go-
vernment officials - to
clear the citizenship appli-
cations. The committees
were created days before
the Assembly polls in West
Bengal in April this year.

August 19 order

Citizenship is a subject un-
der the Union List of the
Constitution and State’s
role could have come in
play in providing logistics
such as office space and

police  verification  of
applicants.

The order issued by the
MHA on August 19 states
that all applications pend-
ing before the Empowered
Committees and District
Level Committees in Guja-
rat, Rajasthan, Punjab,
West Bengal, Assam (ex-
cept tribal areas), Tripura
(except tribal areas), Jam-
mu and Kashmir and La-
dakh will be transferred to
the concerned Collector.

The order also makes
the March 11, 2024 MHA
notification implementing
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Rules inapplicable to
these jurisdictions.

The Citizenship (Third
Amendment) Rules, 2026
notified on August 19 em-
powers Collectors in these
jurisdictions to receive,
scrutinise and dispose of
applications for registra-
tion or naturalisation un-
der Section 6B of Citizen-
ship Act. Under the
amended rules, the Collec-
tor is required to verify the
documents submitted by
an applicant and deter-
mine whether the appli-
cant meets the eligibility
requirements.

21A8. Collectors empowered to grant citizenship under CAA

CAA & d8d aRIRSdT YeId FI & AT Foaedl o1 IRVFR

e The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has transferred the processing of pending
citizenship applications under the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 2019, from
Empowered Committees — comprising Central government officials, including those from the
Census, Intelligence Bureau (IB) and postal departments — to District Collectors in eight
States and Union Territories (UTs).

HEIT I[E HATTT (MHA) o AT Faieret sfafaasr (CAA), 2019 & d&d ST aAreTRedr
AT & THEHIOT T HIA WAF ARTAAT T g HTS A=A 3R Fgenfaa weeit (UTs) &
forem FaFet o1 AT fer &1 g7 a2 FIATHAT # STeverore, sefasia sq3Y (1B) 3R 3reh fasmer
i g TR & HTUSRY e A

e District Collectors in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab, West Bengal, Assam (except tribal
areas), Tripura (except tribal areas), Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh have been
authorised to process CAA applications, as per the August 19 order, making the earlier
arrangement of multi-agency committee redundant.

19 3T & A & AR, IS, TAEYT, TSI, TR S, A (STASATAT 811 Y
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BIFH), AR (FAATT &3 F BIFTHN), STH-FAR AR Te@r & Siell dholerel w1 CAA
3aeT & THEROT & fore 3ifRepet foharm aram &, ey ugel 1 ag-veieh afafa saawa
rEAF g TS B

CAA after Bengal win
F9TTe A Sfid & 918 CAA

The order is significant as the amendments to the CAA Rules, which first came into effect on
March 11, 2024, have been notified after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in
West Bengal.

TE AU FAgea ol & Fifeh CAA Tl 3 Teleret, St Tgell SR 11 AT 2024 1 T gV 2,
R Sretar arél (BIP) & af¥ad §alrel 7 &l & 371 & a1 g fFw e g

The amendments brought in days before the 2024 General Election had centralised the
power to process the citizenship applications of members of six non-Muslim communities

from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, who entered India before December 31,
2014 without any documents or illegally.

2024 & 37TH FeTd § Fo [T Tgel v 31T go7 Helerat o urfrearer, srpanfaare 3R aremeer
& B I-ARTHT TN & 377 T o AR HTAeA! 3 THERIOT T I T Ferpel HT
fear or, St 31 feHaR 2014 A Uge f9aT TSl & AT 31AE & § HRT F T T 3T |

The CAA was strongly opposed by the then Trinamool Congress (TMC) government in West
Bengal.

CAA T YTREH FTTel ST TeehTellel qOTHe HIAH (TMC) IR & har farer femar |

To bypass the role of the State government in processing the applications, MHA constituted
at least four Empowered Committees — two at the district level, headed by Central
government officials — to clear the citizenship applications.

3TTdeHAT o THERIUT F AT TBR T HIAAT I EXMhalk it o fIT MHA o ARl 3G
T H{ & B A A HH IR FAFA FIATAAT 113l T A1 & &Y e Fo ov & 31k 3e1ehr
HETETAT Shgs THR & JTURIRAT GaRT T AT 2

The committees were created days before the Assembly polls in West Bengal in April this
year.

o1 AT o1 951 58 a¥ 3¥iel & TR daTrel & et arel farererwen gomal § Fo oot wger
TR I |

August 19 order
19 3EC T AT

Citizenship is a subject under the Union List of the Constitution and State’s role could have
come in play in providing logistics such as office space and police verification of applicants.

AT HIAETeT Y T A (Union List) & 3efeid 31 arerr fawr § 31k 3mdeet & gfaw
AT TUT FTATET T Sl AfrTees GIAmE 3uest He 7 T i AT g Fehelt Y|

The order issued by the MHA on August 19 states that all applications pending before the
Empowered Committees and District Level Committees in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab, West
Bengal, Assam (except tribal areas), Tripura (except tribal areas), Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh will be transferred to the concerned Collector.

19 319TET 3T MHA SaRT STRY 3HTRT & &gl 121 § T3 TSI, ASTEYT, YoTTa, qiRast Salrel, 316
(STTTr 811 Y BIH), PR (STrareity &Y=l Y Bigay), S1F-FeAR iR aegre 7 qerea
afafaar aur Srer Talry afafadl & aet afad wir 3mdear 1 Gafid FeaFet F TR
& fem srea|
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Amendment Rules inapplicable to these jurisdictions.

TG G2 37 8131 & FT AT wenere s Ht oy e arelt 11 AT 2024 H MHA

FrftrgEaT 1 ST I/ 3RS el ST &

e The Citizenship (Third Amendment) Rules, 2026 notified on August 19 empowers
Collectors in these jurisdictions to receive, scrutinise and dispose of applications for
registration or naturalisation under Section 6B of Citizenship Act.

19 3rared it FfgfRra srerear (e weivue) ey, 2026 s+ &¥3T & SHoleret T APTRSAr
HRATH AT 4RT 6B & dEd Golihor AT 3AMIFIOT (naturalisation) F el T IS T,

AP AT F 3R 3AHT fATERT Tt FT HTAFR TeTeT i &

e Under the amended rules, the Collector is required to verify the documents submitted by an

applicant and determine whether the applicant meets the eligibility requirements.

TN Tt & gt hetered T 3Tdesh GaRT TEdd EEcdoll sl FeATdeT FHI=AT 3R Ig e

AT ITALTH ¢ Toh JTdceh ITaaT et TaRIAHATHT T G AT § AT e |

Beyond blasphemy: how laws can curtail
the possibility of social reform

Section 295A and similar laws have been used

harm before tri

Prathmesh Kher

he history of Section 295A and
its cousins shows how easily
laws meant to prevent
communal violence have
instead been turned against the cnuque

inst writers, artists

of regressive or simply
religious practice. In 1932, a small
collection of Urdu short stories called
Angarey, which attacked obscurantist
customs and the sexual hypocrisy of some
religious figures, was banned soon after
publication, and its authors faced threats.
Seven Indian States banned the film and
book The Da Vinci Code in 2006 on the
ground that it offended Christian
sentiment, a ban two States later lifted
only after High Court intervention.

More recent cases show the pattern
continuing under a veneer of literary and
scholarly respectability. Wendy Doniger’s
The Hindus: An Alternative History was
withdrawn by Penguin India in 2014 after
a civil suit invoking Section 295A. Tamil
novelist Perumal Murugan faced a
criminal complaint and a mob campaign
over his novel Madhorubagan; he
announced his own “death” as a writer in
2015 rather than face continued
harassment. It took a landmark 2016
Madras High Court judgment, which
closed with the appeal to “let the author
be resurrected to what he is best at,
write,” to quash the case and restore his
right to publish. The painter M.F. Husain
was hounded into exile and death abroad
after decades of prosecutions and threats
over his nude depictions of Hindu deities.
Taslima Nasrin’s writing has met similar
treatment, and the government's 1988
ban on importing Salman Rushdie’s The
Satanic Verses made India one of the first
countries, a secular one at that, in the
world to act against that novel.

The provision has, if anything, found
new life in the era of social media and
televised debate, where the underlying
act being punished has grown thinner
still. In 2018, weeks after the Supreme

_ Court lifted the traditional ban on women
of menstruating age entering the
Sabarimala temple, the Kerala activist
Rehana Fathima was arrested under
Section 295A over a Facebook
photograph of herself dressed as an
Ayyappa devotee, spent over two weeks
in judicial custody, and was suspended by
her employer within days of her arrest, all
over an image rather than an argument.
In 2020, the television anchor Amish
Devgan called the Sufi saint Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti a ‘lootera’ during a live
debate, apologised within days for what
he said was an inadvertent slip for a
different historical name, and still faced
seven separate FIRs across five States; the
Supreme Court declined to quash any of
them, merely clubbing them together in
Ajmer. These cases rarely end in
conviction; more often the prosecution
goes nowhere. What unites them is that
the damage is done well before any
verdict, through arrest, through the
heckler’s veto of an aggressive, sometimes
violent audience, and through the
pre-emptive caution of publishers and
film certifiers who calculate, reasonably,
that no book or film is worth the trouble.

The other direction

It would be unfair to the complexity of
Indian law, to present this as a single
uninterrupted march towards religious
censorship. India also has statutes that go

the other way, actively empowering the
State to attack religious or superstitious
practice, and the constitutional
foundation for this other tendency was
laid before the Constitution had even
been adopted. Speaking in the
Constituent Assembly on December 2,
1948, during the debate on whether
personal law should be shielded from
legislative reform, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
rejected the idea that religion could claim
a veto over social legislation merely
because a given custom carried religious
sanction. “I personally do not understand
why religion should be given this vast,
expansive jurisdiction so as to cover the
whole of life and to prevent the legislature
from encroaching upon that field... We
are having this liberty in order to reform
our social system... It is, therefore, quite
impossible for anybody to conceive that
the personal law shall be excluded from
the Junsdncuvn of the State,” Dr.
Ami sai

Maham‘hrra 's Prevention and
Eradication of Human Sacrifice and Other
Inhuman, Evil and Aghori Practices and
Black Magic Act, passed in 2013 after the
assassination of the rationalist
ccampaigner Narendra Dabholkar,
criminalises a long list of exploitative
religious practices, from claiming to cure
disease through faith healing to inducing
self-flagellation. Karnataka passed a
similar law in 2017. The Sati

GETTYIMAGES

not only the act of widow immolation but
the glorification of it, treating celebratory
speech about a religious practice as itself
an offence, the mirror image of a
blasphemy law rather than its opposite.

The coexistence of these two
tendencies, laws that punish criticism of
religion and laws that mandate criticism
of religious practice, suggests that Indian
law has no coherent theory of when

and reformers, with arrest, threats and pre-emptive censorship often causing
heir coexistence with laws targeting regressive religious practices exposes the lack of a coherent approach to religious sentiment

to absolve him. The court, following an
earlier Allahabad High Court ruling,
rejected this outright: even a wholly true
statement, it held, can outrage religious
feelings, and Section 295A punishes the
intent to outrage rather than the accuracy
of what is said. A believer's sincere,
internally argued complaint against his
oown clergy was treated exactly as the law
treats a stranger’s contempt.

‘The doctrine that truth is no defence is
what should give the sharpest pause to
anyone tempted to think of a blasphemy
law as merely a shield against bigotry.
India’s own history is built on reformers
who succeeded only because they were
prepared to be called blasphemers by
their own people. Jyotirao Phule spent the
1870s attacking Brahminical religious
authority as the theological scaffolding of
caste oppression, recasting Hindu myth in
his tract Gulamgiri to expose it as a device
for keeping the lower castes subjugated. A
century later, Hamid Dalwai founded the
Muslim Satyashodhak Mandal explicitly
on Phule’s model, marched a handful of
Muslim women to the Maharashtra
Assembly to demand an end to triple
talaq and polygamy, and was ostracised
and abused for it. Neither man set out to
comfort the pious. Dmh set out to unsettle

to imagine how a modern Section 299
complaint, or a Punjab-style sacrilege
charge over their treatment of scripture
and tradition, would read against
language of that kind.

Alaw that criminalises the “deliberate
and malicious” intention to outrage
religious feelmg. read honestly mher

bigot baiting a rival faith for sport: both
are, in the plainest sense, trying to make
believers feel bad about what they
believe. What should separate them, in
any society that values reform as much as
it values sentiment, is whether the critic is
trying to improve the community or
merely humiliate it, a distinction that a
police station taking down a complaint is
poorly placed to draw.

Limits of protection

Supporters of laws like Punjab’s have an
argument, and it deserves to be engaged
with rather than waved off. Indiais a
country whem mhgxous sennmem has

religious sentiment deserves
What actually governs is a case-by-case
political calculation about which practices
are currently unpopular enough, or
which constituencies are currently
powerful enough, to tip the balance one
way or the other.

‘The reformer as blasphemer

‘The starkest illustration of what this body
of law puts at risk is not the outsider
mocking a faith he does not share, but the
insider attacking his own. In The srule of
Mysore versus Henry Rodrigues,

by the Mysore High Court in 1961, a
Catholic editor named Henry Rodrigues
was tried under Section 295A over an
article in his Konkani-language magazine
Crusader, titled “Honour to Mary or
Dishonour?”, which accused Catholic
priests of exploiting the credulous by
falsely attributing miracles to the Virgin
Mary. His defence argued that since the
criticised beliefs and practices were, in

Act of 1987 goes further still, criminalising

his view, and contrary to the
Bible itself, the truth of his charge ought

targeted hw apphed with ]I]d.lﬂdl
restraint and the safeguard of proven
intent, could in principle be a
proportionate response to that risk rather
than an assault on free thought.

‘The historical record of Section 295A,
and now of Punjab's own sacrilege law,
gives little confidence that restraint is
what actually happens in practice.

A secular Constitution that permits the
state to imprison people for life over an
insult to a book, however sacred, has
conceded more ground to religious
authority than its own founding principle
allows. If India wishes to remain true to
the secularism its Constitution declares
unamendable, the honest path is to
narrow these provisions to their original,
defensible purpose: preventing
incitement to actual violence, and leave
the criticism, satire and reform of
religious practice, however
uncomfortable, to public argumenl rather
than to the criminal courts.

(This concludes the lhnﬁhparl series)

21A8. Beyond
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blasphemy: how laws can curtail the possibility of social reform

$ufoiaT ¥ 3. FITT WHATIOIS GUR Y TAHT ) F8 AffT #7968

The history of Section 295A and its cousins shows how easily laws meant to prevent
communal violence have instead been turned against the critique of regressive or simply
unconventional religious practice.

RT 295A 3R 3HE FETT 31w Plofeil T STgH SATAT & Toh HverRish 8T I Aot & fow
AT 37T HTofell T IUANT Fohctolt 3TN & RASS AT Frarer roawmre enfdi w3 A sreraen
& faeey forar STt e B

In 1932, a small collection of Urdu short stories called Angarey, which attacked obscurantist
customs and the sexual hypocrisy of some religious figures, was banned soon after
publication, and its authors faced threats.

1932 # IR AHb 3¢ TERATIHT & Teh BIC TG I FehI21eT oh {cl d16 FTTaEr oIl fem arT,
sa wieard) w3t 3R Fo arfdis safFaal & Qe aras S e 1 TS A FUT 58 Swhi
FI gATHIT ST ATHAT AT T3T|

Seven Indian States banned the film and book The Da Vinci Code in 2006 on the ground that
it offended Christian sentiment, a ban two States later lifted only after High Court intervention.

2006 # $IRd & HId T = $H ITUR R fthed AR G The Da Vinci Code T Ffser o
T o S0 $HTE A=Y IMed &l & & Tl & 91 & 3= ~A-Ted & §EdaiT & 916 &) I8
gfaeer germ|
More recent cases show the pattern continuing under a veneer of literary and scholarly
respectability.

gleT o ATHe arid & o g v wnfefeass 3 R@mmget e & amavor & off ST &1
Wendy Doniger's The Hindus: An Alternative History was withdrawn by Penguin India in
2014 after a civil suit invoking Section 295A.

&9 SfAaR &1 g&ch The Hindus: An Alternative History T &RT 295A T gdTel aT-Tgtf AR
Teh SiaTel HeheH & a1 Yarset 3131 1 2014 F aro o form|

Tamil novelist Perumal Murugan faced a criminal complaint and a mob campaign over his
novel Madhorubagan; he announced his own “death” as a writer in 2015 rather than face
continued harassment.

AR SUATHHR A HHIT I 371 39=A1H Madhorubagan T ol ORI RIshrard
3R 013 & ATHITT FT TTHAT HAT TST; TATA 3cNSA HT HTHAT I o FoT1T 3egie 2015 H Th

G o § H HTeA “Fcg” HT GO F: |

It took a landmark 2016 Madras High Court judgment, which closed with the appeal to “let
the author be resurrected to what he is best at, write,” to quash the case and restore his right
to publish.

e UfAgIf8e 2016 AGRT 3= O & 0T 7 &7 AreeT @Wiier har aram 31 3 JehreeT
a}?aﬁﬁwaﬁa’g{mﬁ»—mw;ﬁmwwsﬂmé?m‘g’aﬂﬁ?“maﬁagmﬂrm
g ad g1 &, frae 96 Ha¥ HoT o—faar|”

The painter M.F. Husain was hounded into exile and death abroad after decades of
prosecutions and threats over his nude depictions of Hindu deities.

TR T . gl 1 feig S-2acir3it & 79T FR0T Sl ool &2l ooh FsherT 3R eraAfenat 1
FTHAT T T, TS J1¢ 3¢ faTeT 7 S & T [3aer 81 usr 311 37ad: Aeer & 33
LSl

Taslima Nasrin’s writing has met similar treatment, and the government’s 1988 ban on

importing Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses made India one of the first countries, a
secular one at that, in the world to act against that novel.

THAHT TENA o o EeT T 3T N TP T TG §HT IR TR G@RT HeIATT $ET A The
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Satanic Verses @& 3ITd WX 1988 & o9TT 3T JIAEe o HRT hl—alT Ueh GHTATTET 82 §—
gferdn o 3eT ugel Rt 7 LMffer X &2, foiwgisl 38 3U=919 & fa%ets Hars H|

The provision has, if anything, found new life in the era of social media and televised
debate, where the underlying act being punished has grown thinner still.

arerer Hf3ar 3kt TeNfaera o @1 arel agat & a7 s uraenst i 3R A1 Shaet f&er &, 58t
o T e & TAIU &3 Tem 517 167 &, 3T TR 3 3R & AR gielr |

In 2018, weeks after the Supreme Court lifted the traditional ban on women of menstruating
age entering the Sabarimala temple, the Kerala activist Rehana Fathima was arrested
under Section 295A over a Facebook photograph of herself dressed as an Ayyappa devotee,
spent over two weeks in judicial custody, and was suspended by her employer within days of
her arrest, all over an image rather than an argument.

2018 #, Hafod #I AT GaI mﬁﬁﬂmmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁmrw
IRIRF T G STe o e HATE TG, il I hdehdl JgTAT BITAT Y AT $eFel o &
# U Ygel 3Ue1 Ueh Bhfgeh TEAR o A H €RT 295A & cTed FRUAR T I1T; 3gie ar
qedTe A 3fF THT 1A {aa & Idram 3k FREARY & Fo et & iiaw 3o @ aadra
ﬁﬁﬁﬁawﬁm—%w%aﬁ:%mﬁawaﬁw%mgm

In 2020, the television anchor Amish Devgan called the Sufi saint Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti a ‘lootera’ during a live debate, apologised within days for what he said was an
inadvertent slip for a different historical name, and still faced seven separate FIRs across five
States; the Supreme Court declined to quash any of them, merely clubbing them together in
Ajmer.

2020 #H TeNTIsTel Teh IHIRr ST o SIS TgH o GNIeT GHI Tl TATST AIFoTGaleT fereedt bl
ST g, 35 1e] g@ﬁ%ﬁﬁsﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%m%@%ﬂg’émﬁgﬂg
amﬁgwrrcﬁr:rhﬁr, R oY 3¢ UTd T=AT H AT HAT-HAN FIRS T ATHAT T UST; Fafed
FARATST o 578 I fordlt T off WIS ket T TR X T 3R Fael 3o TeR & Uah 1Y SIS
fem|

These cases rarely end in conviction; more often the prosecution goes nowhere.

SoT FIHG H ARG 8 HeN QTAGT 81 &; TR ATl 7 31fHaret fret sy aes o181
g

What unites them is that the damage is done well before any verdict, through arrest, through
the heckler’s veto of an aggressive, sometimes violent audience, and through the pre-

emptive caution of publishers and film certifiers who calculate, reasonably, that no book or
film is worth the trouble.

SeT T HIHC T Teh A a1l ST T & o ot fovoTar & gt wgel & fehaet g el §—
PRwar), 3mhAS AR Fsl-Halt ffasw sis ganrT ‘heckler’s veto’, TUT Jenmereni 3R fhea
THTUTS JTRIRIRET hT Ta-HIGEITAT & ATCIH &, ST 3T & & g 3HTeholel Il & [ Pl JEAh
7 hea 57 IRAT & I 81 ¢

The other direction

CGRUE

It would be unfair to the complexity of Indian law, to present this as a single uninterrupted
march towards religious censorship.

HRC Hlelel T AT & T TG 3T G o6 38 HfaTar WERAT Y 3T vaverewr 3R
faer I & & 7 geqd fmar s

India also has statutes that go the other way, actively empowering the State to attack religious
or superstitious practice, and the constitutional foundation for this other tendency was laid
before the Constitution had even been adopted.
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HRA # Th hiofeT 3 8 ST 58 TamlIa feem 7 Sl © 3R Tt enfdies am srerfeamergot wanat
¥ ey Wit FRaTS & &1 ATUFR 4d §; 30 gad Tgfa S Haenfoes g Afaeet 1 39T
STl & Tg el 1 @ &Y 1S Al

Speaking in the Constituent Assembly on December 2, 1948, during the debate on whether
personal law should be shielded from legislative reform, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rejected the idea
that religion could claim a veto over social legislation merely because a given custom carried
religious sanction.

2 fereaY 1948 FY wieremer wom  cafFAercd Fiefe a1 Faumdt gur & FRefor v Smet o e ¥
TEH & ST 3T d. 3. NAsHT & 37 faR 1 Wiksr F ar [ Fao safew [F Ry gar i
e HegaT ITod §, €o AIATNS HleTet IX AEY T S1aT H ThelT 1

“I personally do not understand why religion should be given this vast, expansive jurisdiction
S0 as to cover the whole of life and to prevent the legislature from encroaching upon that
field...

“# cfFAIT T T g AT TASIAT o €37 T SAAT AT ATUHR-8F FAT a1 ST anfee fon
g SiTaeT o HYOT &7 T 370e) AN of of 3R faenfenr 1 37 & 7 gEasiaT v A <.
We are having this liberty in order to reform our social system...

& IE T A WA o7 # FUR el o fAT A gs 2.

It is, therefore, quite impossible for anybody to conceive that the personal law shall be
excluded from the jurisdiction of the State,” Dr. Ambedkar said.

SHTAIT, TG THeTeT LT T o 31 ¢ Toh SATFAIT FTolet HY T T & HTAFR-ET § T &M
STTaT,” ST, ATASHT F Fgl|

Maharashtra’'s Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice and Other Inhuman, Evil
and Aghori Practices and Black Magic Act, passed in 2013 after the assassination of the

rationalist campaigner Narendra Dabholkar, criminalises a long list of exploitative religious
practices, from claiming to cure disease through faith healing to inducing self-flagellation.

THAE) FTRIFAT sTig ST T §cdT & d1 2013 F UTRT HSRISE & Prevention and

Eradication of Human Sacrifice and Other Inhuman, Evil and Aghori Practices and

Black Magic Act # 2NSUTRRT eTffieh SrT3it T Teh ofell T[T A1 3rorer enfiet fopam aram &, e
JTEYT-ITUTRT 3YAR F ATCIH ¥ Q9T Sk FIA HT g1aT FI F AR ATcH-PIS AR & faw afika
A deh T AU AMTHA &

Karnataka passed a similar law in 2017.

Fetieesh o $T 2017 F SET Yeh T Flelat TR T

The Sati (Prevention) Act of 1987 goes further still, criminalising not only the act of widow
immolation but the glorification of it, treating celebratory speech about a religious practice as
itself an offence, the mirror image of a blasphemy law rather than its opposite.

gt (fAraron) rfafaae, 1987 5@ 4 31191 ST § 3R o7 dhaol fatar & STt AR i gor
Sfeeh 38 ATGATASE T 8T ITIRTET FATaT &, 3T fonely ennfelen gr o IR & Seqgaqor ar
SRIHICH Tercied &hl T 3T HATAT ST 6—T6 S2ATeiar hielel & TIuRI Blel o Sl SHenT
yfafe S g

The coexistence of these two tendencies, laws that punish criticism of religion and laws that

mandate criticism of religious practice, suggests that Indian law has no coherent theory of
when religious sentiment deserves protection.

ST Gl STt T HE-3TecAcd— et $Y AT 1 &3 FI arer FIeTeT 3 o wamsit
AT Y HIATRE FI AT FIeTeT—IE Hevel AT & (o HRAT Hleled H TG T el T I
gEaTel fAgid w761 & for e smaemd e wxator 1 ar &

What actually governs is a case-by-case political calculation about which practices are

currently unpopular enough, or which constituencies are currently powerful enough, to tip the
balance one way or the other.

JIEdT H S AT T3 g1 §, I8 ATHAT-GI-ATHAT ToTe e 0T § S g 7 hiA-8Y g2amd
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Seletl TR € AT SleT-B FHTCTA HHE Folol ATFTRATC & fob HeJolat T Teh feram 2 gadl ferem 7
ST Teh|

The reformer as blasphemer

JURF & 9 A tefoics

The starkest illustration of what this body of law puts at risk is not the outsider mocking a faith
he does not share, but the insider attacking his own.

FIeeT & 38 QR Bl W 3o SN WA I HEH FISC 3EG0T 3 a1l cafard &1 781 & il fomelr 0
3T T 3UGTH AT &, Fo a8 18T AT, Sfcd 39 AR el o7& it 3791 & 3y

TATAT FAT & |

In The State of Mysore versus Henry Rodrigues, decided by the Mysore High Court in
1961, a Catholic editor named Henry Rodrigues was tried under Section 295A over an article
in his Konkani-language magazine Crusader, titled “Honour to Mary or Dishonour?”, which
accused Catholic priests of exploiting the credulous by falsely attributing miracles to the Virgin
Mary.

The State of Mysore versus Henry Rodrigues HIHe &, forgent foTr 1961 & A9 3=

AT o T 4T, 1) A9 ATHF Teh F2ifors uiger U 3eTehl shiahulT 3TST hy af¥ehr
Crusader 3 YahIfId “Honour to Mary or Dishonour?” 2i¥e& aTel ol & olehT &RT 295A &
6l HhSHT TN 31T, 38 oI A o qeRFt w) afster 3 F A7 W 13 THGHRI 7 grar
FF srerfaeare SaT ST AYOT HIA HT IRIT STITAT AT AT|

His defence argued that since the criticised beliefs and practices were, in his view,
superstitious and contrary to the Bible itself, the truth of his charge ought to absolve him.

3eTeh aTa aT o ofeh T o <ffeh 3rmelierstn fre a7 faeara 3R gurd 37 faam & arerfarearsdt
ayT T afae & el i, saferv 3o 3R S Fegdl 3o¢ arvHewrd A & e gaied gt
Uyl

The court, following an earlier Allahabad High Court ruling, rejected this outright: even a
wholly true statement, it held, can outrage religious feelings, and Section 295A punishes the
intent to outrage rather than the accuracy of what is said.

FATITC = FeAGISIG 3T +ATITer o Ueh I AT T IoTaI0T At T SH b ol I e
et & feam 3R argT o Ot ave weg wuer oft enfiies saamnait 1 3ea &< e 8, JATURT
295A YT HT AT & T Ui AT F 3MEd FIA & FE I Gi5d Hl 6

A believer’s sincere, internally argued complaint against his own clergy was treated exactly as
the law treats a stranger’s contempt.

3791 &1 enften aIe Rt & feey forelt smeumarsT safaa #r $amer i adqot snaRe sreteer
I Tl o S FehR AT, TorH TR a8 Forel STedl saferd g@RT foht 91T foREeh R &l AT B |

The doctrine that truth is no defence is what should give the sharpest pause to anyone
tempted to think of a blasphemy law as merely a shield against bigotry.

“HeT FIE TUTT ALt & FT AT 37 T3 9Tt o T 31TAF AT et aTell @il ARy, ST
rATACT Gt HlofeT T sharel HTHF HTIAT W FI&IT YST FIA ATl FHad Hiolol oh [T T
g gl

India’s own history is built on reformers who succeeded only because they were prepared to

be called blasphemers by their own people.

T T 3191 STET O GuRept & FAfAT &, S sTFeIT Aher §U Fifeh F 379eT & oot gar
trAfATH g ST FT ATTH Io= & T IR A

Jyotirao Phule spent the 1870s attacking Brahminical religious authority as the theological
scaffolding of caste oppression, recasting Hindu myth in his tract Gulamgiri to expose it as a
device for keeping the lower castes subjugated.
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ST F& A 1870 & &k F AEAVETGT LA FT T ST Scdise & e HTUR & &7
A Al &Y 3R 3191 HfT Gulamgiri ﬁ%@\%ﬂﬁﬁgﬂmmyﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
37T IATC TW@A F AT F FT H 3R fha|

A century later, Hamid Dalwai founded the Muslim Satyashodhak Mandal explicitly on
Phule’s model, marched a handful of Muslim women to the Maharashtra Assembly to demand
an end to triple talaq and polygamy, and was ostracised and abused for it.

Teh AATEET G, §aliE qeraT$ o TS &9 § Tol 3 HAisel T Muslim Satyashodhak Mandal &
AT T, e HIETH A3 o ATy HGRTSE FATAHT e A foham 3R e e aa

g AATE T THATC HIA B AT A, 58 AT 3o AAIS SESHR 3R GeATER T AAAT BT
REL

Neither man set out to comfort the pious.

3T QYAt 7 A Rl o1 3eged enfiier 3meuTarit Y FicaeT T AT 27|

Both set out to unsettle them, because unsettling belief is what the reform of belief requires; it
is not hard to imagine how a modern Section 299 complaint, or a Punjab-style sacrilege

charge over their treatment of scripture and tradition, would read against language of that
kind.

alell T 3R e TALATAT T STHSARET AT, Fiieh [aeard & JUR & Torw Hefi-shsely fearar
Y Al ST JTaRTh 1T &; TG Fedel hlell hideT wTel & foh HTST I URT 299 & T HIS
RIPIIT AT Tt ST enfdie rafasieor (sacrilege) TerefT fRAIRIA 3o1ah Gaiart 3R ayaRT3it
& gt 0 faaRT &Y ford 9hR @

A law that criminalises the “deliberate and malicious” intention to outrage religious
feeling, read honestly rather than sympathetically, does not obviously distinguish a Phule or a
Dalwai from a bigot baiting a rival faith for sport: both are, in the plainest sense, trying to
make believers feel bad about what they believe.

UHT HTefel ST EMTHR HTAATHT T TG el oh “SATeTggThT AT GOl & I 3R AT
¢, e 30 TETSfIgaeh el sfesh SHTERT A TSl ST, Al g TS &9 F Pel AT gordTs I 30
FEETAY ST & 37T AE FAT A AR 3 TN Ry wfovegedy et 3 Jrepantarat
ST ¢ Tl Aeal #, 2lel &1 ITEYTareT AN Y 3 faearal & aR F 0 7y FA H1
YT Q8 8

What should separate them, in any society that values reform as much as it values sentiment,
is whether the critic is trying to improve the community or merely humiliate it, a distinction that
a police station taking down a complaint is poorly placed to draw.

el 08wt A, St straen3it forarer @ FuwR Y off Fgwa Aar ¢, Sl & e A 5 IUR W
Bl TR foh 3Teilereh WG F JUR A1 T TATH X 8T ¢ AT Fael 3N HYATAT FHIT qT8a
¥, AifheT RIFTI Got Fitet aTel Jford AT 58 37 1 UIRd et & fore 3fad vt 781 81

Limits of protection

Fam$Y Hamd

Supporters of laws like Punjab’s have an argument, and it deserves to be engaged with rather
than waved off.

TSI ST Flefell oh TR & TR Teh e § 3R 38 shol WIRST A o Tol1d 37 W AARAT &
e frar S anfgel

India is a country where religious sentiment has repeatedly proved combustible.

IR THT & & STET T HTaeTe aR-AR A Tlreh Hagareher 3R faemies aifad &5 &

A targeted law, applied with judicial restraint and the safeguard of proven intent, could in
principle be a proportionate response to that risk rather than an assault on free thought.
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Hewrifae &0 &, 7R T3 3R ey g0 1 Gt & a1y o] [ 11 veh dferd gt 39
ST & yfeY arreyanfas gfafsar g dendr 8, & foh Tad faar o gaen

e The historical record of Section 295A, and now of Punjab’s own sacrilege law, gives little
confidence that restraint is what actually happens in practice.

RT 295A & UfcigiTeh Rehis X 379 GoTe & 3191 ennfdier srafasitenaor Haeft Fiefet 1 31e7era
sﬂmﬁag?rmﬁeamﬂ'd{r $LdT & oh STAgR H aFdd & IJH sdT AT 8 |

e A secular Constitution that permits the state to imprison people for life over an insult to a
book, however sacred, has conceded more ground to religious authority than its own founding
principle allows.

T gaAfARAeT WA, S Ie A R g ag fehdeil ot gfae 3t o §—dh ITA &
foT fonelt cafere st aTsfias FRIET ot 1 31TA ST &, 3797 8 ool FAgHTd GanT 3iefd
T & 3170 i3t war Y FAFR JeTT T I 5|

o If India wishes to remain true to the secularism its Constitution declares unamendable, the
honest path is to narrow these provisions to their original, defensible purpose: preventing
incitement to actual violence, and leave the criticism, satire and reform of religious practice,
however uncomfortable, to public argument rather than to the criminal courts.

Ife (R 39 HfaeTeT garT st el afaRdatar & 9fa T<ar 9 @t agare, dr
3RAT AT g & 1% 37 TTaeall &1 37k Hot 3N ard Do 3682 o WA frar sm—3rda
aredfas T & fT sHamd iy A doh—3iR enfdeh T2a13it Y 3irelraer, ey TaT uR F,
qTE 9 e o 3rdesT F31 7 2, 3MIfs sarITerat ¥ a9 St et & fow 8 fRar
ST |
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Centre set to expand mechanised
sanitation scheme to rural India

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Even as the government
plans to expand its scheme
to mechanise sanitation
work, the National Com-
mission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) has been
flagging the continued re-
jection of applications un-
der the self-employment
and capital subsidy com-
ponents of the project.
The Social Justice Minis-
try has already moved a
proposal to expand the
scope of the National Ac-
tion for Mechanised Sanita-
tion Ecosystem  (NA-
MASTE) scheme from
towns and cities to rural
parts of the country as
well, officials said. As per
this proposal, the scheme,
started in 2023-24 with the
aim of eradicating sewer
and septic tank deaths, will
now be expanded to in-
clude drain cleaners, and
workers in sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs), and

i g
The scheme also covers waste
pickers in its ambit.

faecal sludge treatment
plants. The Ministry has
proposed an outlay of
around ¥498.73 crore for
the expanded scheme, to
be spent from this fiscal
year to 2030-31.

The Social Justice Minis-
try told Parliament this Au-
gust that 498 people had
died across the country
while engaged in the hazar-
dous cleaning of sewers
and septic tanks, from
2019 to June 2026.

The NAMASTE scheme

had initially covered sewer
and septic tank workers
(SSWs) and was first ex-
panded to include waste
pickers. So far, 90,915
SSWs have been profiled
across the country, along
with 1.3 lakh waste pickers,
according to the Ministry’s
annual report for 2025-26.

The main components
of the scheme help manual
scavengers and SSWs to set
up their own sanitation-re-
lated projects by providing
capital subsidies of up to
50% of the total project
cost, and aid in setting up
emergency response sani-
tation units in urban local
bodies. Other components
include training work-
shops and the provision of
personal protective equip-
ment for the profiled
workers.

Few project approvals

Only 810 SSWs have been
approved for capital subsi-
dies under the scheme, of
which 147 have actually re-

ceived their funds, as of
March 31 this year, accord-
ing to Ministry data. Simi-
larly, only 2,652 projects
have been approved for
the 58,000 manual scaven-
gers identified under the
scheme. This includes pro-
jects proposed by Private
Sanitation Service Organi-
sations (PSSOs) and by
individuals.

In repeated letters to the
Social Justice Ministry
since last year, the NCSC
has highlighted that one
reason for the low number
of approved projects is the
high rate of rejections. It
has noted that there have
been rejections under each
part of the capital subsidy
component, which need to
be examined. In an August
2025 letter, the NCSC
flagged rejections in the
self-employment compo-
nents of the scheme, both
in the Safai Udyami Yojana,
under which SSWs receive
capital subsidies and in the
component for PSSOs.

21A8. Centre set to expand mechanised sanitation scheme to rural India

Fg R F AT 85 dh ANl Faeodr da F1 R F H ad 7

e Even as the government plans to expand its scheme to mechanise sanitation work, the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has been flagging the continued
rejection of applications under the self-employment and capital subsidy components of the
project.

TE STel Faoodl BRI i Al F A1 A9 TIeTr FT RFR F H TR @ 5,
TET AT HHFAT STk AT (NCSC) TRIISTAT 3 TSR 3R Goferer wfewst gei & e
el T TR ITEpict Y YT Tehel T 6T &

e The Social Justice Ministry has already moved a proposal to expand the scope of the

National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) scheme from towns
and cities to rural parts of the country as well, officials said.

ITRFIRIT o Tar=T fo AT I #HAET o National Action for Mechanised Sanitation
Ecosystem (NAMASTE) 3YST=TT & GIRIRT s 31T AT & TEIhT 2T 3 ATHIT &35 deh dhdet ahl
T Ugel &1 3191 9T fear gl

e As per this proposal, the scheme, started in 2023-24 with the aim of eradicating sewer and
septic tank deaths, will now be expanded to include drain cleaners, and workers in sewage
treatment plants (STPs), and faecal sludge treatment plants.

S8 EATd o 3TAR, 2023-24 H Wi 3R @f%ew T & get arelt Ala FY gATeq F:a o 322
U & T I T AT T fAEAR 3 ATl Y THTE FI a1k A1, WAt edie waie (STP)
3R Frre Torar EiedT Tdic H FH T ar ARSI 1 o nfFeT et & forw fFrar seam|
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The Ministry has proposed an outlay of around ¥498.73 crore for the expanded scheme, to
be spent from this fiscal year to 2030-31.

FATAT o FATART ANSTAT & ToIT STIT9T 498.73 FUT S oI I I&Ad IWT ¢, o 59 faeig

Iy ¥ 2030-31 deh T foram S|

The Social Justice Ministry told Parliament this August that 498 people had died across the
country while engaged in the hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks, from 2019 to
June 2026.

AT =I1g HATCIT o $H e H T T Il 7oh 2019 A ST 2026 o drd SR H Haw
ﬁt@%éﬁ@rwm%mwsaﬂvﬁaﬁmg@

The NAMASTE scheme had initially covered sewer and septic tank workers (SSWs) and
was first expanded to include waste pickers.

NAMASTE JISeT # 37Tl 7 Hiav AR Aftew &5 Affat (Sswis) &t enférer o arar ar 3k
91 F STHT Ugll [ATAR Fa didal aral ol A et & for fopam aram|

So far, 90,915 SSWs have been profiled across the country, along with 1.3 lakh waste
pickers, according to the Ministry’s annual report for 2025-26.

HATS Y 2025-26 FY ATH RUIE & 3TAR, 379 cToh G2 & 90,915 SSWs 3R 1.3 a1 F=RT
et Al hr TS foiaT hr ST T &
The main components of the scheme help manual scavengers and SSWs to set up their own

sanitation-related projects by providing capital subsidies of up to 50% of the total project
cost, and aid in setting up emergency response sanitation units in urban local bodies.

AISTeAT oh T Teeh AT Fhdordt R SSWs Fl 39 T & Taeod-Hetl Hisiee T1iid
FY 7 WG &t 8, Forerh forw e aRsram emret #Y 509 @& Yoiterar afewst saret &y Sl
&, Ty & el Ty Rt & amarasTelter gfafRaT Tavedr seigat caTfid w3 ggrrar &
ST

Other components include training workshops and the provision of personal protective
equipment (PPE) for the profiled workers.

3= Teeht H FARTOT FTRAAETT 3R WIhrsel v a1 et i sqfFdera GRam 39T (PPE)
YIS AT AMTAA g

Few project approvals

g A TRASTAT3 T ALY

Only 810 SSWs have been approved for capital subsidies under the scheme, of which 147
have actually received their funds, as of March 31 this year, according to Ministry data.

HATCIY & 3ilehs] o 3TAR, 30 aY 31 AT oIeh FloTal o gcl shd el 810 SSWs T Joilerel HieqsT
o o #Sl &1 TS §, STl & Sharel 147 Y IRecid 3 G=RIfRI 91ec €5 &

Similarly, only 2,652 projects have been approved for the 58,000 manual scavengers
identified under the scheme.

S 9, NS & e FAfeed 58,000 Aarer Fhdort & AT haer 2,652 IRANSA H FHsglr
CUEIER]

This includes projects proposed by Private Sanitation Service Organisations (PSSOs) and
by individuals.

$TH Private Sanitation Service Organisations (PSSOs) 3R eafaadt garT g&diad
IRASTATE oY enfer §1

In repeated letters to the Social Justice Ministry since last year, the NCSC has highlighted
that one reason for the low number of approved projects is the high rate of rejections.

oo Iy & TS ~ITT HITGT HF A T 39 AR 37 H NCSC  @iferd frar g fp
FSIT T TS TRATSTATHT T o TEAT HT Teh HRUT 3TdGAT 1 39 FEAF T T L
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e |t has noted that there have been rejections under each part of the capital subsidy
component, which need to be examined.

IRANET & Seold fhar & 7o galiera afews) gaes & Td% fTq & dgd 31des 3R fhu e g,
g Sirar T SiTet i 3TaRTSar 2|

e Inan August 2025 letter, the NCSC flagged rejections in the self-employment components
of the scheme, both in the Safai Udyami Yojana, under which SSWs receive capital
subsidies and in the component for PSSOs.

31T 2025 o Teh 97 H NCSC & TNofell oh TSR GCHT oh gl 3TAGaT T T Tc
Ygifenet foma o, forast TTs 3egHt Aerr, f5reeh dgad SSWs ol oiera afeqst fferd 8, 3K
PSSOs # faw fauifRe aew at anfAe g1

DGCI okays Pulse’s
nano-carrier Vitamin
D3 oral dispersion

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Pulse Pharmaceuticals has
received approval for its
nano-carrier entrapped Vi-
tamin D3 oral dispersion
from the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI).
The approval trans-
forms advanced nano
pharmaceutical research
into a regulated, patient-
ready product, the compa-
ny said on Thursday.
Founder and MD K. V.
Rambabu said such an ap-
proval is probably the first
in the world. It is set to
pave the way for Pulse
Pharmaceuticals to take
the product to some of the
neighbouring South Asian
countries besides helping
it in seeking regulatory ap-
provals in highly regulated
markets, including the U.S.
The company which, he
said, has been working in

The company said it

holds five patents
across India, the

U.S., Russia, Mexico

and Australia

nano pharmaceutical drug
delivery since 2010, uses
nanotechnology to im-
prove how well a drug
works, its bio-availability,
how easily it is tolerated
and the overall patient ex-
perience.

The firm has developed
several proprietary plat-
form technologies to effec-
tively deliver medicines.

Beyond Vitamin D3,
Pulse is applying the plat-
forms to other essential nu-
trients such as Vitamin
K2-7, Vitamin B12 and Iron
as well as in widely used
medications like Paraceta-
mol, Diclofenac and Ibu-
profen, he said.

21A8. DGCI okays Pulse’s nano-carrier
Vitamin D3 oral dispersion

DGCI & Pulse & si=it-$Rax Rerfas D3 3tk
feadter st At &

e Pulse Pharmaceuticals has received approval for
its nano-carrier entrapped Vitamin D3 oral dispersion
from the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI).

Pulse Pharmaceuticals @T Drugs Controller General of
India (DCGI) ¥ 39t aA=t-HRER & Fervat [eif@er D3 e
fEewele & forw Al A 718 31

e The approval transforms advanced
nanopharmaceutical research into a regulated, patient-ready
product, the company said on Thursday.

U o IR T e foh g H Seeicl AATBHANEG [ Eher
FreaeTer o1 T fafarafda st def-saater & faw dar seae
& gRafda s &1

¢ Founder and MD K. V. Rambabu said such an
approval is probably the first in the world.
Ul & FEATT IR gaer feerh &. &Y. THaTe 2 Tgl foh 5@
YRR hT HOT FeTac: gferar & ugeh ¢

e |tis setto pave the way for Pulse Pharmaceuticals
to take the product to some of the neighbouring South Asian

countries besides helping it in seeking regulatory approvals
in highly regulated markets, including the U.S.

Ig AT Pulse Pharmaceuticals & fert 3@ 3cd1e; 1 o
EEIC mﬂﬁma&ﬁﬁqﬁrﬁ: T AT JAET N 3R

&y & 38 AR afta st Rfrafaa et & @ Jsglr wred w3 & gerdr sl

e The company, which, he said, has been working in nanopharmaceutical drug delivery since
2010, uses nanotechnology to improve how well a drug works, its bio-availability, how easily
it is tolerated and the overall patient experience.

3giel el foh Shuell 2010 A AAIPTANY [Tl EaT FAaor o &7 & hra i3 T & AR gansit
werraRfierdT, SHa-3uerstrar (bioavailability), WEeTeiieraT U HHI AT 3TT$T T dg Tollel &
T sAle A aTehT &°f 3TET AT B |

e The firm has developed several proprietary platform technologies to effectively deliver
medicines.
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hUT o GaT3H BT TSI &I & Tl & AT g FaIfAcT arelt coewie defarfnar
(proprietary platform technologies) faefad & §1

Beyond Vitamin D3, Pulse is applying the platforms to other essential nutrients such as
Vitamin K2-7, Vitamin B12 and Iron as well as in widely used medications like
Paracetamol, Diclofenac and Ibuprofen, he said.

3ogiet el foh faerfdisr D3 & 3rarar, Pulse 31 Celehia Sieafarfear &1 suaier fefaer K2-7,
af@e B12 31 3R S 31 31199 NV deal g7 JfAemd, sEaahars 31T
ST ST SATTh & § IUHNT T STeT aTell a3t & off 3 @1 8

Can free public technology break the private coaching industry?

PARLEY

l 1 his 2026 Independence Day address,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

announced that the government will roll

out free online coaching for competitive
exams using India’s digital public infrastructure.
The announcement was made in a bid to reach
out to the Gen-Z youth, especially following the
widespread student protests against the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) paper leak.
‘The objective of the PM’s announcement was to
save poor and middle-class families thousands of
crores while also helping students prepare
without leaving their homes. However, can free
public technology break the private coaching
industry? Buddha Chandrasekhar and Anubhav
Shrivastava discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Maitri Porecha.

How do you view the announcement made
by PM Modi to provide free online coaching?

Buddha Chandrasekhar: Prime Minister
Modi's announcement on August 15 is a major
intervention in education equity. We need to see
it as an opportunity to redesign the entire
competitive exam preparation ecosystem so that
the probability of success depends less on family
income, geography and access to an elite
coaching centre. India has digital public
infrastructure, teachers and talent. We can
create a better personalised and customised free
online coaching network.

Anubhav Shrivastava: | see it as an
announcement that can bring reforms in the
education system. But accessibility and
affordability are not the main issues here; the
issue s deeper. It is about the dependency of the
Indian education system on coaching. We need
to see whether the launching of this new
programme will effectively kill this dependency
(on private elite coaching); if not, it will just be
another free access platform where videos will
be uploaded every day. It will just be another
video library.

1l th pect of free onl h
really kill the dependency on private and
eﬁmefnaflﬁnaf.’ﬂsli,hldinhas’n!)dsﬁlg
platforms such as Swayam, Saathi and so on.

How then can shifting to online modules be
an alternative to the coaching industry?

BC: The existing platforms are very traditional in
nature. We need to create Agentic Al-based
systems suitable for Gen Z youth where they can
experiment without going to the classroom.
‘They want everything to be mobile based and

Students engaged

last-minute preparation for the NEET re-examination in

front of an exam centre in Salem, Tamil Nadu on June 21. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN. €

they want quick content delivery in different
formats. We are not able to meet these
expectations. It is not that our systems are bad;
our systems are not designed for them. This is
the problem statement that needs to be
accepted so that we can create better systems.
‘Why do we need coaching centres when we
have very good schools and colleges? Because
there is a fundamental difference between what
is taught in school and what is asked in
competitive exams. The school aims to
conceptualise learning and focuses on board
examinations whereas competitive exams ask a
student a question to understand whether they
can outperform millions of other students under
severe time pressure. These are two different
dimensions altogether. And that basically
requires a skill set In

Just providing free access to lectures is not
going to work for the students. We need to
find out what the coaching industry provides
to the students which they don't get from
anywhere else. The classes are structured
and deliver on what they promise

ANUBHAV SHRIVASTAVA

examinations are totally different. In Class 9 and
10, students are less dependent on coaching. In
(Class 11 and 12, when they start preparing for the
Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) and NEET,
they start depending on coaching because they
have to solve complex questions. The
curriculum is not designed in a way that can
make a student well prepared for the i

There is a huge difference in teaching the
subject for both exams. While fundamental
concepts are the same, the nature of the
examination is different. So, you have to take
different classes for them. A common grid could
be a futuristic plan but I don’t think it’s currently
feasible. There should be one proper dedicated
platform per examination.

There are millions of students who face a
double hurdle. One is that there is a lack of
reliable, high-speed Internet and electricity
for onli i that

how do you bridge the last mile?

So

BC: 3G and 4G level implementation in our
country has already reached tribal areas. But let
us assume it’s a very difficult terrain, where
Internet penetration is very less and there are
frequent di - there satellite technols

‘examinations. So there’s a huge gap between the
objectives of the two.

Just providing free access to lectures is not
going to work for the students. We need to find
out what the coaching industry provides to the
students which they don’t get from anywhere
else. The classes are structured and deliver on
what they promise — there are weekly
assessments and doubt solving forums.
Moreover, in the coaching industry, not all
courses cost lakhs and thousands. Some tutors
like me create an application which offers
students all this for a minimum application
«charge of around ¥700-¥800. The government
has ample funds, with Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) and Indian Institutes of
(IIMs) at their disposal. They can

coaching centres, students learn how to do
rapid problem solving and deploy different test
strategies. If you know how to eliminate the
wrong options and figure out the right answer,
you will get a better rank in competitive exams.

But online coaching cannot cover everything.
What about personalised feedback and a
competitive peer environment? I'm sure after
your parents and friends, you still remember
your school teachers. The reason is because
they emotionally and academically mentor you.
I think we need to create a hybrid mechanism.
As the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020
encourages skill hubs, we need to make sure
there are skill hubs in schools which students
can attend physically and get mentored in
regular intervals along with online classes. We
need to create a digital twin of everything. If you
have a digital twin, students will tweak it and
use it as per their needs. Gen Z wants an
immersive ex| ce — so it needs to be digital
first, along with human assistance.

AS: The main objectives of school and board

make coaching free of cost: but not just the
lectures, this entire structure has to be

incorporated.

India has over 100 major national-level
exams, including the UPSC, JEE and NEET
that attract millions of aspirants. To build
coaching for all of them at one point will be
diluting quality, so what should be the scope
of sucha plan?

BC: The current thought process of the
government is one course per exam. But
instead, we can create a common competitive
learning stack. About 70% to 80% of these
«exams have similar kinds of requirements for
reasoning, language, general awareness, and
current affairs. We can create a national
competitive learning and opportunity grid and
have a layered way of selection. The student can
easily adopt layers depending on the exam.

AS: I don't feel the common stack model works.
1teach physics for both NEET and JEE aspirants.

can be explored. A small, compact ground
antenna box can be installed at a remote exam
centre. Instead of relying on local broadband or
mobile networks, the antenna connects directly
to Low Earth Orbit (LEO) or Geostationary
(GEO) satellites — similar to satellite TV
broadcasting. The base station receives the
question paper from the satellite, stores it
locally, and acts as an offline server to display or
transmit it short-range to students. Students
write their answers using pen and paper placed
over a small smart digital pad (equipped with
short-range wireless capabilities such as
NFC/radio waves). As the student writes, the
digital pad captures the answers, encrypts the
data locally, and saves it in real time - requiring
no active Internet connection during the test.
Once the exam ends and a satellite link
connects, the local base station securely uploads
all encrypted answer files back to the central
examination authority.

This is the way TV broadcasting works. So
when we can watch OTTs like this, why can’t we
can conduct an exam using it? There are some
gaps as of now, but we can cover this.

AS: For catering to the last mile student, we
have existing infrastructure — we just have o
improve it. We can install smart boards as I have
been doing near cities where we deliver classes.
You can provide them with all the lectures, and
amentor can play the video and make students
understand concepts by doing some of the
activities in front of them.

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www thehindu com

21A8. Can free public technology break the private coaching industry?

FIT AFA WA dehelia ot HIRT 3GANT FY FATCT FT Thelt §2

In his 2026 Independence Day address, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the
government will roll out free online coaching for competitive exams using India’s digital
public infrastructure.

3T 2026 F FaAAAT fedq T H TUHHAT A4 AST of DYUT T foh TR AR & fBfoed
maﬁmgﬁwﬁﬁﬁwmmgcmqﬁmﬁa?mﬂwﬁmaﬁﬁmgm

FHE|

The announcement was made in a bid to reach out to the Gen-Z youth, especially following
the widespread student protests against the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)

paper leak.
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agﬁmw%&hw@rGen-zgmaﬁawqgaﬁa?ﬁwﬁaﬁméaﬁ, T TS I CT-HE-
waer qdeT (NEET) 991 offer & e cardes o1 faie-vedat & are|

The objective of the PM’s announcement was to save poor and middle-class families
thousands of crores while also helping students prepare without leaving their homes.

TENAFT I ENYUT T 3eced I 3R Fews geffa aRaRt & gorRt #0E 393 am=T qur orE
I 379 B T 18T ATV AT GLETT T JIRY et H TERIAT ST AT|

However, can free public technology break the private coaching industry?

gTellTeh, T HFd AT ddhelleh foToll PIHAIT SGANT HY FATCA FHT Hehell 82

Buddha Chandrasekhar and Anubhav Shrivastava discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Maitri Porecha.

oY TeRrE] 3R Iregerd shtaread A A R gaRT Fenfod s & 38 g 9 = |

How do you view the announcement made by PM Modi to provide free online
coaching?

TUTTHAT RS SART HWT HITeATS PIAT ST FI A GO F 319 57 77 7 @ 82

Buddha Chandrasekhar: Prime Minister Modi’'s announcement on August 15 is a major
intervention in education equity.

TS IGAEI: 15 ITE I THIAHAT HIEY H1 A0 A& FATTAT 1 TG0 7 Toh 937 gEAaiv ¢ |

We need to see it as an opportunity to redesign the entire competitive exam preparation
ecosystem so that the probability of success depends less on family income, geography and
access to an elite coaching centre.

g 38 FyoT gfraet adter Rl iR FRufarehr = o1 9ot f3Sirget et & 3rae) & &0 A @
TIfRT, dTfes AheIdT T THIGAT TR 37, stnifas Rufa sk frd iftse SR &g o=
T R R A

India has digital public infrastructure, teachers and talent.

AR & urd fSforee arderfae giaand atar, Rrers stk wfaem svesy )

We can create a better personalised and customised free online coaching network.

B U dpc ATFaerd AR AeThioid HFd JHTeense e Acad AR H Tahdl ¢ |

Anubhav Shrivastava: | see it as an announcement that can bring reforms in the education
system.

epera Sliareaa: # 8 A DIVUT & &9 H WA €, it TRIat yorrelt & gUR o Fehd &
But accessibility and affordability are not the main issues here; the issue is deeper.
oifeheT JET TET 3R TE=AIT 7T Feg e &; THEAT SHY el AF T &

It is about the dependency of the Indian education system on coaching.

T HRART T8 gormely T R a3 forsRar & gefa B

We need to see whether the launching of this new programme will effectively kill this
dependency (on private elite coaching); if not, it will just be another free access platform
where videos will be uploaded every day.

&3 T5 STAT BN 3 AT 3/ AT FIIgha Y YE3T areea 7 i 3y Rfdrse FifRiar o fsiwar
T HATCA Y TSR, AF AT AL 1T &, Y F€ et Toh AR FAF I dTell SITHIH T 6
ST, STet giateeT difsar 3raes fhu Saet|

It will just be another video library.

Ig Shaol Teh 3R fifzat assd saax 38 Seeh|

Will the prospect of free online coaching really kill the dependency on private and
elite coaching? Also, India has an existing public digital infrastructure with education
platforms such as Swayam, Saathi and so on.How then can shifting to online modules
be an alternative to the coaching industry?
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FAT HFT JHToTelTseT PR T Horaar areaa # forsh 3R faflrse ;i ox fasiar st @@
FT Tl &7 SHF AT, IR A IgoT T & Swayam, Saathi 3T S &I cewi & 77 &
ardfa Bfoee gfamd atear wieg 81 ot R siferarser Afgger A 3T FUTEiaoT H HifEr
3T & Rew & 7 & F& q@r o AFar g

BC: The existing platforms are very traditional in nature.

BC: #HiSfer ceiewhiet sepfl # a5 TRaRe ¢

We need to create Agentic Al-based systems suitable for Gen Z youth where they can
experiment without going to the classroom.

g8 Agentic Al-3TenRe FonfaT e @e shiet & 3Taedshall &, Sit Gen Z JaT3ii o T 3ugera
gl 3R feTeT 3 et # 91T AT 99T Y Foh |

They want everything to be mobile based and they want quick content delivery in different
formats.

3 gT AT Sl M-3R Ted 8 3R faffeer great # cala aweef faavor agd 2|
We are not able to meet these expectations.

G T JTUETIT &l I &t & HaTH e 8 |

It is not that our systems are bad; our systems are not designed for them.

VT 7Y & R gAYy yonfort @rie §; Teear I8 ¢ o gAY vyonforat 9% fav Bense agi fr g
gl

This is the problem statement that needs to be accepted so that we can create better
systems.

TEY 9§ WATAT ¢ o8l TARR AT ITALTF ¢, dlfch G Sga JUTTordl §eiT Jah |

Why do we need coaching centres when we have very good schools and colleges?

ST AR I gl 37T TRel R FIeST &, Al §37 AT il ¥ ITaeThedl 47 572
Because there is a fundamental difference between what is taught in school and what is
asked in competitive exams.

Fifeh Fepel 7 ST TGAT SATAT & 3 Fferdelt gdems3it 3 S g1 ST 8, 3oteh o Ferqd e
The school aims to conceptualise learning and focuses on board examinations whereas

competitive exams ask a student a question to understand whether they can outperform
millions of other students under severe time pressure.

Thel T 366 HAUROMcHH TR TIehfae Heelm 3R 1S qlemait ) edret hied T ¢,
Stafes gty aiemsit 7 75 qHster & fow uest 9o S § 1% 1S o srcafts w9 & qaa
TGN 3T BTEl & 9ga TG Y Fhdl & AT 78|

These are two different dimensions altogether.

Y G RE I &Y 3TT-37eT HATH & |

And that basically requires a separate skill set altogether.

3R 58 ToIT FeT T & Ueh 3719 HRIA-HHE 1 ATl BIcil 5

In coaching centres, students learn how to do rapid problem solving and deploy different
test strategies.

FIfIT Fgl 7 o AT TATAT-FATT 6T 3R AfRee aldrer wEhfaar & 3merer d@d §1

If you know how to eliminate the wrong options and figure out the right answer, you will get a
better rank in competitive exams.

Ife e ITeTd fashedT T geTet 3T &Y IAX FT IaT I T dhoiieh AT &, df T
qOETI3iT 3 3T9eRt 9ga ¥ TAe vl B

But online coaching cannot cover everything.

AfereT 3ifeTergeT PR &¥ T T W AET T Tehell|

What about personalised feedback and a competitive peer environment?

sgfeaera ufafar it yfawredt wgardr araraor s = g
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I’'m sure after your parents and friends, you still remember your school teachers.

T I & o 3700 ATT-Far R Sredt & ST $f JTehT 319 Fher & RreTehi T I1e; el &
The reason is because they emotionally and academically mentor you.

SHFT HROT TE ¢ Toh I 3TIHT ATaaTcA® 3T A1 w7 & Anfgeie e &1

| think we need to create a hybrid mechanism.

T AT ¢ b g3 T g1sfos cuawyr [asad a¥et &1 3magshdr gl

As the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 encourages skill hubs, we need to make sure
there are skill hubs in schools which students can attend physically and get mentored in
regular intervals along with online classes.

feh g e Af (NEP), 2020 hierer hel &t dicaTigd el €, SATAT g4 Ig FiaATad
AT =ITET fob Tl 7 et &4 81, 5181 ©F AR T { 3UTEAA gla HieTelget HeT3il &
T1Y-a1 AR 3aiTel W) ARG Jred &Y T |

We need to create a digital twin of everything.

gH X et 1 U fB3fSee efae IR e fr 3raesdhar gl

If you have a digital twin, students will tweak it and use it as per their needs.

I 39 are f3freer <faaT &, o o1 38 3196l 3naegedi3i & reTaR weiftra 3 saatr ax
Hahal|

Gen Z wants an immersive experience — so it needs to be digital first, along with human
assistance.

Gen Z T gAfHa Ia7o1d AIgc §—3aTav cgaeyn i Bfea-wee, @y & Axd gerar 4
geFd gl AT |

AS: The main objectives of school and board examinations are totally different.

AS: Tehel AR &S GRS & FET 3eeT T g HeTT-3elar & |

In Class 9 and 10, students are less dependent on coaching.

T 9 3 10 7 oF FIfer WA AR g 81

In Class 11 and 12, when they start preparing for the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) and
NEET, they start depending on coaching because they have to solve complex questions.

et 11 3 12 7 STd & g Taer gt (JEE) 3R NEET 1 IRy & 9d &, ol d hifeer i
TR 81 o7 § Fifeh 3¢ STfeer weal ot gof AT 2l &

The curriculum is not designed in a way that can make a student well prepared for the
upcoming examinations.

UISAHH HI 36 TR [3i18eT o761 foham aram ¥ o 9 o1 1 3mermer adiemait & fov qft ave daw
g

So there’s a huge gap between the objectives of the two.

ST et o Sl & e age 31 He &

Just providing free access to lectures is not going to work for the students.

BT T Hael AFA a0 AT T ST AT THIAT el G|

We need to find out what the coaching industry provides to the students which they don’t get
from anywhere else.

&3 TE T M Y ITTTHAT & F PRI Se@hT ol w1 ¥ Far g yere T, A 3
el 3R F 71 Rt

The classes are structured and deliver on what they promise — there are weekly
assessments and doubt solving forums.

HETT FeFATEYT BIci & 3T 37T a1, & 36T HATC FeTal il ¢—Be1a HIedlfesd Hediwe AR
AT AT AT g &1
Moreover, in the coaching industry, not all courses cost lakhs and thousands.

$H% 3TlTdT, HIFAT 3T 7 T ITSTHHAT T A9 ATET AT FART FIF A aiciT|
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Some tutors like me create an application which offers students all this for a minimum
application charge of around ¥700-%800.

A S P a7 O TTHRRI TIR T 8, S STHT Sl 918791 27003800 F #qATH
uftaahere e H 3 Tl Fraunt Suee A &

The government has ample funds, with Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs) and Indian
Institutes of Management (IIMs) at their disposal.

THR & I 9o Ul § AT 3Hb 1 HRAT e 4 (11Ts) 3R 5RAT waerer
HEYTA (IMs) S TEATA T 3Tl B |

They can make coaching free of cost: but not just the lectures, this entire structure has to be
incorporated.

d AT T fo¥:2[eeh =11 Tohl &, AAfeheT Shael eeFe hT HEF AT TATT T8l &; FH TYOT FLAT
I AT FIAT T

India has over 100 major national-level exams, including the UPSC, JEE and NEET
that attract millions of aspirants. To build coaching for all of them at one point will be
diluting quality, so what should be the scope of such a plan?

R A 100 & 3f8 o Ty T it qdiamd &, forers UPSC, JEE 3R NEET enfiter § aam
goTe or@l st enfAer g1 & 13eT woft Tt F forw v & T W FIRT i sgaear Fa
¥ IOTEAT FHAR g kel ¢, AT XY VST HT SRR FAT glelT ATRT?

BC: The current thought process of the government is one course per exam.

BC: TX&R &I TIATA AT Tl TN8T & foIT T ITaasa 3Tl Hlel i ¢ |

But instead, we can create a common competitive learning stack.

AfheT 3T TSI, g Uah AT Ffawatft fRA&1or a7 (common competitive learning stack)
TR T T B

About 70% to 80% of these exams have similar kinds of requirements for reasoning,
language, general awareness, and current affairs.

ST IIETT3IT 3 STITHIT 70% & 80% H dehIferd, YT, AHTY STRTRhdT 3R GHATHARAS Teat3it

I GHT YHR Y HGIHATT 1T &

We can create a national competitive learning and opportunity grid and have a layered
way of selection.

g e Usgiy yfaeaet fRrator va sraws firs R R dond § 3R 99« 1 ve Tl saen
o faa s Ta 8

The student can easily adopt layers depending on the exam.

37372 VAT & J1TAR 37 Fafdest Fal ol 3T § 3797 FehelT 81
AS: | don’t feel the common stack model works.

AS: FS €I SIITCT o ATAT FRARTOT o FT Aigel JeTly glar|

| teach physics for both NEET and JEE aspirants.

# NEET 3R JEE gt & sreafiiat 1 sitfahr weran €

There is a huge difference in teaching the subject for both exams.
aﬁqﬂmﬁé?%usﬁ%waﬁmé?aﬁﬁagawﬂm%l
While fundamental concepts are the same, the nature of the examination is different.
T FAST HTUROMY FATT 8, eHfehet TUET T TepfcT IrelT-3relar g |
So, you have to take different classes for them.

AT, SeTah ToTT 3TET9T-37eT9T HETT FaTTold el ISl &
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e A common grid could be a futuristic plan but | don’t think it's currently feasible.
Teh |reAT frs 1137 & AT Ueh AT 8Y Fehell &, Afehed HSY oTET ST foh Ig acialeT &
STaEIN ¢

e There should be one proper dedicated platform per examination.

93 T & fav ve 3Ra gafia @9 gar ol

There are millions of students who face a double hurdle.One is that there is a lack of
reliable, high-speed Internet and electricity for online coaching and that exam centres
are located hundreds of kilometres away.So how do you bridge the last mile?

¥ et frgardt § e qvedt gl &1 arwe we gsar §i9gelt geldY 7% ¥ o siterenser
T & fore fraweha, 3=9 71f3 a1 Sewie 3k o $ w4 § gar gl a8 5 whan
Hehgl ralaiet gy e gl 10 3ifas 8 (last mile) de ygw 3 glafea i sme?

e BC: 3G and 4G level implementation in our country has already reached tribal areas.
BC: AR 2 # 3G 31w 4G mﬁmmamﬁﬁﬁq@gﬁél

e Butlet us assume it’s a very difficult terrain, where Internet penetration is very less and there
are frequent disconnects — there satellite technology can be explored.

ofehet AT AN % 78 T 37c3d gofe 81 &, STeT getaie Y g 95 A ¢ 3R IR-IR
FoleRIeT Tl {6l e—al dal 39arg WY a1 39T fham ST HereT 3 |

¢ A small, compact ground antenna box can be installed at a remote exam centre.
forelt e adieT g W Ue Ber 3R FiFtae A133 T diaw L1 fHar S Heha B

e Instead of relying on local broadband or mobile networks, the antenna connects directly to
Low Earth Orbit (LEO) or Geostationary (GEO) satellites — similar to satellite TV
broadcasting.

TATAT §T5as AT AS Acas W IR | & T, Tg TEAT drer oY 3ref 3iifee (LEO) ar
FraeeeY (GEO) 39arel § 575 HevdlT §—381eh 38 JohR o1 Aearge et AR 81l B

e The base station receives the question paper from the satellite, stores it locally, and acts as
an offline server to display or transmit it short-range to students.

A TEUA 3TUE F YATT I HIAT &, 38 TATHT & F GHEIT hIdT § 31 T HThelseT a1
& & A FE A §U 34 AT 1 9efRic ar o gff X g@mRd FAr gl

e Students write their answers using pen and paper placed over a small smart digital pad
(equipped with short-range wireless capabilities such as NFC/radio waves).

et v oIe T RBfoed t3 & I W FT W U I 391 31 fordar, g 43 NFCATRaT
TN ST o G hT TR &THAT3H A FoFcd g1 |

e As the student writes, the digital pad captures the answers, encrypts the data locally, and
saves it in real time — requiring no active Internet connection during the test.

-1 faeamdt forgar &, fefoiee 4 36 3ol & Fvak #tar §, 3eT ) T TR W
ufeshee T § AR areafas T & gidra Fvar §—foraeh fov odiet & eRieT dfsh Seteie
FoAarIeT T TIRTHAT oTgT graf|

e Once the exam ends and a satellite link connects, the local base station securely uploads all
encrypted answer files back to the central examination authority.

J&TT GATCT Ble & 916, 519 39S ¥ dholarele] TATT 8IaT &, dT TATHIT 97 T2 g vfepees
3 GIgaT HT GURTT T F FERT &I T 1 HTells HT ST |

e This is the way TV broadcasting works.
g 34T IR ¢ o14 ErdY THROT 1 Xl g
e So when we can watch OTTs like this, why can’t we conduct an exam using it?

A ST §H 3T g OTT W Tohdl &, ol ST dAheilsh T STANIT Hiah GAETT FT oTg 3TN =
Tha?
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e There are some gaps as of now, but we can cover this.

e AS: For catering to the last mile student, we have existing infrastructure — we just have to
improve it.
AS: ﬁﬁw@r#ﬁmﬁﬁmq@ﬁ%ﬁvmwm@ammﬁ%—gﬁm
3 e TeATeT T TTTHAT |

e Wecan install smart boards as | have been doing near cities where we deliver classes.

mmﬁﬁémﬁawmﬁ%ﬁwﬁ:ﬁmz@%mwwﬁaﬁm$ﬁﬁmﬁa

a8l

e You can provide them with all the lectures, and a mentor can play the video and make
students understand concepts by doing some of the activities in front of them.

3o O ST (lectures) 3T T ST Thd & 3R T HeR AT Tement aur faganfdat

& AIH FS TG leh o6 JAURONT HHAST Fhell ¢

The ‘Vimal Elaichr’ promotion question

What has the Maharashtra FDA all

ed against the three actors? Why does the FDA see Vimal Elaichi as surr

advertisement violates? What penalties can be imposed for misleading endorsements? What happens if the actors fail to respond to the notice?

EXPLAINER

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
The story so far:

he Maharashtra Food and
Drugs Administration (FDA)
has issued notices to actors

Shah Rukh Khan, Ajay Devgn
and Tiger Shroff over their endorsement
of ‘Vimal Elaichi’, alleging that the
advertisements could amount to
surrogate or indirect promotion of Vimal
Pan Masala, a prohibited tobacco-related
product in the State. The notices invoke
provisions of food safety, consumer
protection and tobacco-control laws and
ask the actors to respond within 15 days.
The FDA, under Commissioner Tukaram
Mundhe, has also directed the removal of
all content associated with the
advertisement.

‘Why does the FDA see the ad as
surrogate promotion?

“Considering the nature of the
advertisement, the identity of the brand,
its presentation, visual elements,
dialogue, product name, the market
identity of the brand and the context in
which the advertisement is presented, a
serious question arises as to whether the
said advertisement amounts to indirect,
surrogate or other forms of promotion of
a prohibited/restricted tobacco-related
product. In particular, if the use of the
“VIMAL” brand under the name of Elaichi
or a similar product is intended to
maintain, reinforce or enhance the brand
identity and consumer attraction
associated with pan masala/tobacco
related products, such communication
may not merely constitute an
advertisement for an independent
product, but may amount to indirect or

Brand bait: The Food and D1

surrogate promotion of a
prohibited/restricted product,” the notice
issued by FDA stated.

‘Which legislation do such
advertisements violate?

The FDA has said that such
advertisements are in contravention of
various sections of the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, and the rules and
regulations framed thereafter. These
include Section 24, which restricts
advertisements and prohibits unfair trade
practices relating to food, including
misleading advertisements.

Under the Food Safety and Standards
(Advertising and Claims) Regulations,
2018, Food Business Operators and
marketers are required to ensure that
their advertisements are LruthuI

consumer protection, and tobacco-control laws. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

notices invoke pr

ffood safety,

are also prohibited from making claims
that encourage excessive consumption of
a particular food. The FDA has said that
the advertisement also contravenes the
Food Safety and Standards (Prohlbmon
and Restrictions on Sales)

Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products
(Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and Distribution) Act,
2003 (COTPA).

What is the penalty for violating
these rules?

Under Section 21 of the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019, the Central
Consumer Protection Authority can direct
the discontinuation or modification of a
false or misleading advertisement and
impose a penalty of up to 10 lakh on the
endorser. For subsequent contraventions,
the penalty may extend to ¥50 lakh. The
authority can also prohibit the endorser
from endorsing any product for up to one
year. For subsequent contraventions, the
ban may extend to three years.

Do the actors have to appear in
person?

No. They can submit a written
explanation either in person or through a
duly authorised representative. They will
have to send the explanation along with
the documentary evidence. “Should you
desire to be heard in person, you may
indicate the same in your written

2011, which pertain to substances that
may be injurious to health. “Pan Masala is
aregulated food product under the FSSAI
regulatory framework, and compliance
with all applicable legal provisions
relating to its manufacture, marketing,
sale and advertisement is mandatory,” the
FDA said in its notice.

The agency has also said that the
advertisement violates the Central
Consumer Protection Authority’s 2022
guidelines on the prevention of
misleading advertisements and
endorsements as well as the provisions

and not misl They

adverti: under the

an opportunity
of personal hearing, either in person or
through a duly authorised representative,
shall be afforded to you, in accordance
with the principles of natural justice,” the
notice has stated.

If they fail to respond within the
stipulated period, or if their response is
found unsatisfactory, they may face
action under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, “without any
further reference or notice to you (the
actors).” The FDA has said that in the
absence of a satisfactory explanation, “it
shall be presumed that you have nothing
to state in the matter.”

te promotion? Which laws does it say the

THE GIST

v

Maharashtra FDA has issued
notices to Shah Rukh Khan,
Ajay Devgn and Tiger Shroff
over their Vimal Elaichi
endorsements, alleging the ads
could amount to surrogate
promotion of prohibited Vimal
Pan Masala.

v

The FDA says the brand name,
visuals, dialogue and market
identity could reinforce Vimal's
association with pan masala,
potentially violating food
safety, consumer protection
and tobacco-control laws.

v

The actors have 15 days to
respond to the notices; falure
to give a satisfactory
explanation could lead to
action under the Food Safety
and Standards Act.

21A8. The ‘Vimal Elaichi’ promotion question

‘faFrer germal & TER ¥ ST 9T

e The Maharashtra Food and Drugs Administration (FDA) has issued notices to actors Shah
Rukh Khan, Ajay Devgn and Tiger Shroff over their endorsement of ‘Vimal Elaichi’, alleging
that the advertisements could amount to surrogate or indirect promotion of Vimal Pan
Masala, a prohibited tobacco-related product in the State.

FERISE WIEH TF 39T Germdet (FDA) o HTHACT ATE ied, 31T 91T 311X STFI A6 1
TaF7eT STl & TFEYT F fHU 3T JaR Y ol Alfed IR fhU g 3R 3R oemar g i 3
TaaTaeT fasrer aTer AATAT & WAFIE AT VT84T TIR o TATT & ohd g, oif I A gfaefd
eTh-HeET 3cUTE & |
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The notices invoke provisions of food safety, consumer protection and tobacco-control
laws and ask the actors to respond within 15 days.

ol ACHT 7 Wi GIAT, ITHIFAT TIET0T 3 a1 G701 FIeal o AT T Sooy famar
T § 3R HFAATIHT & 15 Rt F iR sra1@ S =t gy AT

The FDA, under Commissioner Tukaram Mundhe, has also directed the removal of all
content associated with the advertisement.

3G JHRIA HS o Acjcd aTel FDA o faaider & Feferd Tfy Arealt ot gerar 1 forder off fer
el

Why does the FDA see the ad as surrogate promotion?

FDA a9« &I g IR 41 ATFdr g2

“Considering the nature of the advertisement, the identity of the brand, its presentation, visual
elements, dialogue, product name, the market identity of the brand and the context in which
the advertisement is presented, a serious question arises as to whether the said
advertisement amounts to indirect, surrogate or other forms of promotion of a
prohibited/restricted tobacco-related product.

“faTdT 1 g, STs 1 g dTet, 3FHT T, g dcal, Hdle, TG o o1, SToIR H §15 61
Teretet AR Tora Fest 3 Faamaer s foham Iram &, 38 e §U Ig I9IR IRt 3o ¢ fob T
3ot fareoret fonelt wfrafra/ feifie damg-warlY 3ea1g & 3rveget, ¥R 41 30T TR & TaR

& AT g

In particular, if the use of the “VIMAL” brand under the name of Elaichi or a similar product is
intended to maintain, reinforce or enhance the brand identity and consumer attraction
associated with pan masala/tobacco related products, such communication may not merely
constitute an advertisement for an independent product, but may amount to indirect or
surrogate promotion of a prohibited/restricted product,” the notice issued by FDA stated.

ey ¥ &, Ffe semady a1 38 YR o AT 3c4Te & AT & dgd “VIMAL” §18 T 393197 9TeT
HETCHT/cTep-Hetl Scurel & SEY 918 Ygdte IR SUSHITFdT HTHOT Y TATC I@A, AT I T
T & 364 W TordT a7 &, AT U HIR A1HA Y harel ToRdl T 3cUTE T fa=ATast sTgT AT
ST TehaT, Sfoeh g fordY afaefta/afia seurg & 3rvegst 91 F9E TOR & TA & Jahdl &,
FDA SaRT ST sAifed # e a3

Which legislation do such advertisements violate?

¥ RATIeT foreT ettt T SoereeT Fa 87

The FDA has said that such advertisements are in contravention of various sections of the
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, and the rules and regulations framed thereafter.

FDA &1 ohgT ¢ Toh Q& faraimdeT @re gRat iR Atas srferfagsr, 2006 i fafde emsit aur g
1 ST 30 fgaAT 3R fAfATat &1 secws i g

These include Section 24, which restricts advertisements and prohibits unfair trade practices
relating to food, including misleading advertisements.

ST R 24 7 AT B, S Fararait ot faifae el § 3iR @re verdt & weiftre spfara
IR A9ER, 59 arHe faage off eanfaor §, &1 gfaefg s g1

Under the Food Safety and Standards (Advertising and Claims) Regulations, 2018, Food
Business Operators and marketers are required to ensure that their advertisements are
truthful, unambiguous and not misleading.

ey et 3R AT (Framger ve ) fafas, 2018 & ded @ied cgaar Hererhi 3K
fauoreterdiait & fore ag giafRed ser smaeas § o 3ok faemae wexr, Tse 3 IR-amr |
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They are also prohibited from making claims that encourage excessive consumption of a
particular food.

3o¢ U gId et & 41 wfaa T forar sram &, S fonsdt TRy Tre uerd & sreafrss dae &t
gicHTied X &l

The FDA has said that the advertisement also contravenes the Food Safety and Standards
(Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regulations, 2011, which pertain to substances
that may be injurious to health.

FDA & el § o I8 faretuer @rez geam ik aers (Frsh ox forder vy wiararen) Rferer, 2011 &1
Y oo IRAT &, ST T F AT gIfAsR® g et are ugrat & aefaa gl

“Pan Masala is a regulated food product under the FSSAI regulatory framework, and
compliance with all applicable legal provisions relating to its manufacture, marketing, sale and
advertisement is mandatory,” the FDA said in its notice.

FDA & 391 AIfeH 7 ST, a1 AATE FSSA| & A a2 & aga o Rfaafda ey
3cTE §, 31N saes YHToT, favore, fasht e faarde & Faftrd @t o Sl Sratie &
37eTaTelet e §1”

The agency has also said that the advertisement violates the Central Consumer Protection
Authority’s 2022 guidelines on the prevention of misleading advertisements and
endorsements, as well as the provisions prohibiting advertisements under the Cigarettes and

Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003 (COTPA).

T & Tg o e & T e s e 3k werds/ ok Y Qwue @ wefta F
39SIEFAT TLETOT TftIor & 2022 & fanfadelt aur e ik e darg 3eurg (R &
farder 3t AR v arforew, 3eureet, amafet @t faaRor #1 e srfafage, 2003
(COTPA) & dgd faamgal 9 Sfaeer semey arel YTaeITaAl T Sooted HdT g

What is the penalty for violating these rules?
3o T I#] & Sedud WHATSS 82

Under Section 21 of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, the Central Consumer Protection
Authority can direct the discontinuation or modification of a false or misleading advertisement
and impose a penalty of up to 10 lakh on the endorser.

IYHNFAT FIETOT HTAFAGA, 2019 Y URT 21 & g hald THFAT HI&TOT TIfLIehor fonelt 318 A1
HAF TAATIA F) 9 FIA ITITH T Fet T 6,27 & Thl § dUT USRRK TR 10 919 dF
T SHTAT o1 Hhell B |

For subsequent contraventions, the penalty may extend to ¥50 lakh.

SE & Sooitiell o [T g SJATAT 50 A aF &1 Hehcll ¢ |

The authority can also prohibit the endorser from endorsing any product for up to one year.
FITRTOT TSR T TRl 8t 3cute T TAY et & Tah 3§ d Tiaead off X TohelT &

For subsequent contraventions, the ban may extend to three years.

qTE & Sodtal & AHS & T8 gfaay T af d& Jerr o1 ThdT |

Do the actors have to appear in person?

FT AR FY safFaard & F 3ufeYra g ghem?

No.

el

They can submit a written explanation either in person or through a duly authorised
representative.

3 AfFderd &9 & a1 fRiftaa sftga wfafafer & aras & fa vredsor segd #H asd 8
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e They will have to send the explanation along with the documentary evidence.
3ot 3T TISCIARUT & AT gEaTdsit |8 817 st glet |

e “Should you desire to be heard in person, you may indicate the same in your written
explanation, whereupon an opportunity of personal hearing, either in person or through a duly
authorised representative, shall be afforded to you, in accordance with the principles of
natural justice,” the notice has stated.

AfeH & heT AR, I T ITFANT T & FoAT ST =gl 8, Al T 3791 FAfEeT TsErapon
# SHHI Sooll Y Hehd 8, Toraeh die; I fas «ara & RAgeial & 31TaR 39! safaaird &9 &
a1 faftrad siftrepa wfafafer & areas & saferderd garars @1 3raer dere fhar siear”

o If they fail to respond within the stipulated period, or if their response is found unsatisfactory,
they may face action under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, “without any further
reference or notice to you (the actors).”

gfe 7 AU 33 & faw Fare e & [Awa | & AT 39T STa1e ATl IraT ST g, ar
3eTeh T Wy Gt 3R AT srfafaer, 2006 & dge “3mashT (AT ) fonedr 3R
sy AT AT & AT SHILaTS T 51 HeheT B

o The FDA has said that in the absence of a satisfactory explanation, “it shall be presumed that
you have nothing to state in the matter.”

FDA & &gl & T TATvoTeTeh TUSEIRIUT & 3T H, “Ig AT fordT ST 3 37 AT & 3maeh!
$S 6l el 517
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India, Japan sign maritime security pact to deepen defence cooperation

R 3R SITATeT & T&TT WEANT Y M6 FIA & fAw opd gean gwgila W gwanr fFo
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India, Japan sign maritime security
pact to deepen defence cooperation

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

As Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh and his Japa-
nese counterpart Shinjiro
Koizumi held bilateral
talks, India and Japan on
Thursday signed a Memo-
randum of Arrangement
(MoA) on Maritime Securi-
ty Cooperation and agreed
to deepen operational
cooperation — including in-
formation sharing, naval
exercises, ship repair and
logistics support.

According to the De-
fence Ministry, the two Mi-
nisters, in their talks in
New Delhi, reaffirmed their
commitment to further
deepen defence coopera-
tion under the “Japan-India
Special Strategic and Glo-
bal Partnership” and work
towards a free and open In-
do-Pacific amid heightened
global tensions.

The newly signed mari-
time security arrangement
provides a framework for
closer cooperation bet-
ween the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force and the
Indian Navy, including Mar-
itime Domain Awareness
(MDA), search and rescue,
and humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief.

Strong ties: Rajnath Singh and Shinjiro Koizumi during a bilateral
meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The Ministers also
agreed to strengthen coor-
dination for the protection
of Sea Lines of Communi-
cations through reciprocal
naval visits, joint exercises,
personnel and subject mat-
ter expert exchanges, and
logistical support, includ-
ing access to ports and
maintenance and repair
facilities.

India and Japan will also
move towards greater
cooperation in mine coun-
termeasures and explore
the possibility of joint deve-
lopment in naval shipbuild-
ing and design by leverag-
ing Japan’s technological
expertise and India’s pro-
duction capabilities. The
two sides will also discuss

greater use of India’s ship-
building capabilities under
the “Make in India” frame-
work and work towards re-
ciprocal provision of ship
repair facilities.

The Ministers welcomed
the expansion of bilateral
military exercises, includ-
ing Dharma Guardian and
JAIMEX, and the planned
Veer Guardian 26 air exer-
cise. Japanese fighter air-
craft will participate in the
exercise in India for the
first time.

The two sides also
agreed to enhance the
complexity of bilateral ex-
ercises, integrate un-
manned systems and ex-
plore short-notice joint
exercises.

The two countries will
promote exchanges bet-
ween their Special Opera-
tions Forces and pursue
cooperation with India’s in-
tegrated theatre com-
mands after their
establishment.

DRDO and ATLA

The two sides identified
the shipborne UNICORN
integrated = communica-
tions antenna system as a
symbol of their growing de-
fence equipment partner-
ship and committed to its
early realisation.

India’s DRDO and Ja-
pan’s ATLA will deepen
cooperation in advanced
defence technologies,
while a Defence Industry
Forum will also be
convened.

The Ministers further
agreed to establish a Work-
ing Group, headed at the
Director-General/Joint Se-
cretary level, to coordinate
cooperation across opera-
tional, intelligence, equip-
ment, technology and in-
dustrial domains.

They also agreed to ac-
celerate discussions for the
fourth India-Japan “2+2”
Foreign and Defence Minis-
terial Dialogue, to be held
in Tokyo this year.

21A8. India, Japan sign maritime security pact to deepen defence cooperation

TR 3T SITATeT o T&TT WEENIT T I Fle & fIT Fogely T FoAgita W e Ho

e As Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Japanese counterpart Shinjiro Koizumi held
bilateral talks, India and Japan on Thursday signed a Memorandum of Arrangement (MoA)
on Maritime Security Cooperation and agreed to deepen operational cooperation —
including information sharing, naval exercises, ship repair and logistics support.

& #:A ety T 3R 37 STt eenat RIFSRY Figereh & e gfauair arat & i, sma
3R ST & IR T FHAT JI&TT FE Q1T I sFaYT A (Memorandum of Arrangement—
MoA) T g&cTeR frtT 3R Fareim wrsimaor, Adfas sreamw, sreter AFAd auT diffees
HERIdT died IRl Ged1eT ST g e I HeHATS ged Fi

e According to the Defence Ministry, the two Ministers, in their talks in New Delhi, reaffirmed
their commitment to further deepen defence cooperation under the “Japan-India Special
Strategic and Global Partnership” and work towards a free and open Indo-Pacific amid
heightened global tensions.

YETT FATE & 3TN, 715 feeell # g% ardT & G alt AT A Jgd dfRaeh Fofrd & ST
“FTIT- AR [y Torhifaes va 3Ras wmsieY” & dga T&T Hgdier &t 31T a8 e aur Taad
vd g fig-werie &7 Y e 7 R e o 3re wfaeerdr des|

e The newly signed maritime security arrangement provides a framework for closer cooperation
between the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force and the Indian Navy, including Maritime

Domain Awareness (MDA), search and rescue, and humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief.
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e TR HHET AT e STt FAETHH Few-FB3ha B 3R sl e & e
ALY 81 AT (Maritime Domain Awareness—MDA), @Sl Td F9Td TUT AT HgraT
3R 3m9er Ea afed 31 afass Tgaier & fav te TRWr Yere FHdT &1

The Ministers also agreed to strengthen coordination for the protection of Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs) through reciprocal naval visits, joint exercises, personnel and
subject matter expert exchanges, and logistical support, including access to ports and
maintenance and repair facilities.

alett #T3T o WY HaR AW (Sea Lines of Communication—SLOCs) &1 JR&T & fow
AT T AL e R A FgaAfa sz &1, forast areaia dlifas amd, agaa sream,
F1ieh T AwT- AW 1 HTETT-Te U7 SETMET 7% Te7 AR [@I@E 9 7FA giaumsit
afga difafees gerar afae €1

India and Japan will also move towards greater cooperation in mine countermeasures and

explore the possibility of joint development in naval shipbuilding and design by leveraging
Japan’s technological expertise and India’s production capabilities.

R 3R ST AT FIE3ATH F & & 30 3170 TgAer Y fEem 3 3maY g3t TAT ST v
AT AR 31 $T T SedTeeT STAI3H T eI 32T §T AR STere fovior 3R
TEoTs & TgFd faehra T FefraaT Tt |

The two sides will also discuss greater use of India’s shipbuilding capabilities under the
“Make in India” framework and work towards reciprocal provision of ship repair facilities.

ST geT “Beh 3T 33T Y o dgd 9RA Y STeTsT [AATT &TAdT3T & 318 3ger ) off ==t
YA 3R TREIRF T & TS AAT GIAUTE STt FI0 1 G2 & R hiat|

The Ministers welcomed the expansion of bilateral military exercises, including Dharma
Guardian and JAIMEX, and the planned Veer Guardian 26 air exercise.

gt AT o Dharma Guardian 3R JAIMEX Afgd gfauair S 319amat & faedr aar
SETTad Veer Guardian 26 a7 31641 T T fohdT |

Japanese fighter aircraft will participate in the exercise in India for the first time.

ST eT3Teh Tt Tgell I R H §let aTel $H 378-ATH & 97 ofel |

The two sides also agreed to enhance the complexity of bilateral exercises, integrate
unmanned systems and explore short-notice joint exercises.

alet vadt F gfavaiiar 3rsaret 1 Sfeerar ao ), ATTaRfRd gonfarat ST vehlehd e 3R 3req
AT R GFehel 3TN NS el Sl FHGAT TR TR 3 FEAT chereT |

The two countries will promote exchanges between their Special Operations Forces and
pursue cooperation with India’s integrated theatre commands after their establishment.

GIAT &2 37911 faehy 1f&amer st (Special Operations Forces) & S 37TET-UeT &l S6TdT &3t
3R AR # whga RATel FAET T FATTAT & 16 3T A1 TEART T &M 7 37T T3

DRDO and ATLA
DRDO 3R ATLA

The two sides identified the shipborne UNICORN integrated communications antenna
system as a symbol of their growing defence equipment partnership and committed to its
early realisation.

Gt T&Tt o STET 9X ofeTTT SATet aTel UNICORN Wehghel W TEIRAT FUTTA ahl Sgelt T&TT 3T
WY & Uclieh & & # Rfegd frar 31 58 e AR e i gfdeeuar sged $l

India’s DRDO and Japan’s ATLA will deepen cooperation in advanced defence technologies,
while a Defence Industry Forum will also be convened.

IR ST DRDO 3R STt T ATLA 3oaid T&TT eI TRl & &1 7 FgareT i 3R e i,
Stafeh Ueh T&TT 36T H7 (Defence Industry Forum) 8 3mafad famam smeer|
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e The Ministers further agreed to establish a Working Group, headed at the Director-
General/Joint Secretary level, to coordinate cooperation across operational, intelligence,
equipment, technology and industrial domains.

alett AT o g, Githar, 3eRtor, Feiforehr AR ieh e &t 7 HedleT & Foead &
fore sgfaders agea afaa Tav & Aqca & T FR GHE (Working Group) T &Tel o &
HeAT erd HI|

e They also agreed to accelerate discussions for the fourth India-Japan “2+2” Foreign and
Defence Ministerial Dialogue, to be held in Tokyo this year.

ST g&dt o 38 ¥ elraT 7 TSI gl aTel 9l HRA-SIaTe “2+2” fader va Tt ARy
FaTg & AT T Y def I W 3f FgAfay sgara H|
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New code voids 1978 definition of ‘industry’: SC

Under Industrial Relations Code, the interpretation will be on its ‘own text and context; says the top court; 1978 verdict, authored by Justice VR. Krishna Iyer, enabled workers
to have legal recourse against unfair labour practices by employers; Justice BV. Nagarathna writes separate opinion, calls reference against the previous verdict ‘unwarranted

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

n a verdict in which
ljudges varyingly dif-

fered on issues, a
nine-member Bench of the
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day held that a nearly half
century-old expansive in-
terpretation of ‘industry’,
which previously granted
workers stronger labour
rights and protection, will
not apply under the new
Industrial Relations Code,

The reference before
the Constitution Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant was
centred around a broad de-
finition given to ‘industry’
in a 1978 seven-judge Con-
stitution Bench judgment,
authored by Justice V.R.
Krishna lyer, in the Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board v. R. Rajappa
case.

The 48-year-old verdict
had enabled workers em-

ployed in a wide range of
jobs to have a legal re-
course, including collec-
tive bargaining, against un-
fair labour practices by
employers. It had exempt-
ed only core sovereign ac-
tivities such as the judici-
ary, law and order,
defence, etc. from the pur-
view of ‘industry’, as de-
fined under Section 2(j) of
the Industrial Disputes
Act, 1947, in order to pro-
tect the state’s functional
autonomy.

The 1978 judgment had
further introduced a “triple
test’ which laid down con-
ditions that any activity
which was systematic or
organised, operated on the
basis of employer-em-
ployee cooperation and
dealt in the production of
goods and services to satis-
fy human wants came
within the ambit of “indus-
try’. The judgment had
brought even hospitals,
educational  institutions
and municipalities within

What next?

Whatthe Supreme Court suid obout pending industrial disputes

= The ‘Iriple tesl” of

1578 Bangalore WWater
Supply ond Seweroge
Board case judgment
will continue ta b
applied to pending
ingustrial
disputes

the fold of ‘industry’.

On Thursday, the major-
ity on the Bench held that
‘industry” under Section
2(p) of the IRC would not
be “burdened” by the in-
terpretation in the 1978
judgment of Section 2(j) of
the 1947 Act. This means
the interpretation of the
term ‘industry’ under IRC
would be done on a clean
slate.

Chief Justice Kant said
the 1978 judgment and its
conclusion would not act
as the “sheet anchor” or

= The refined Lriple Lest evolved in
the opinion of the Chief Justics of
India will sperate prospectively

= The inreriraration af ‘ind ustry
under the 2020 Cade ‘will not
s beburdened’ by the

1978 verdicl

the foundation for any fu-
ture interpretation of Sec-
tion 2(p) of the Industrial
Relations Code (IRC),
which came into force in
November 2025.

“The future of ‘industry”
in Section 2(p) of IRC is not
burdened by the interpre-
tation of 2(j) in the Indus-
trial Disputes Act,” the CJI
summed up at the end of
an hourlong judgment
pl’Dl‘lOl]l'lCElTlEnt session
on Thursday.

The 48-year-old judg-
ment had further intro-

duced a “triple test’ which
laid down conditions that
any activity which was sys-
tematic or organised, oper-
ated on the basis of em-
ployer-employee
cooperation and dealt in
the production of goods
and services to satisfy hu-
man wants came within
the ambit of ‘industry’.
The judgment had brought
even hospitals, education-
al institutions and munici-
palities within the fold of
‘industry’.

‘Not be burdened”
On Thursday, the majority
on the Bench held that ‘in-
dustry’ under Section 2(p)
of the IRC would not be
“burdened” by the inter-
pretation in the 1978 judg-
ment of Section 2(j) of the
1947 Act. This means the
interpretation of the term
‘industry’ under IRC
would be done on a clean
slate.

‘The majority opinion on
this particular point was

21A8. New code voids 1978 definition of ‘industry’: SC
AT | & FE@er At 1978 HY g F syt B watoa =amEeT

authored by Chief Justice
Surya Kant, and supported
by Justices Satish Chandra
Sharma, Alok Aradhe, Vi-
pul M. Pancholi, with Jus-
tices P.S. Narasimha and
Joymalya Bagchi express-
ing agreement in their sep-
arate opinions.

In fact, the CJI’s opinion
even suggested a “refine-
ment” of the 1978 triple
test. While acknowledging
that the core principles of
the test had stood the test
of time in deciding indus-
trial disputes, the CJI said
its elements could have
been “articulated different-
ly so that the scope and
contours of 2(j) could have
been better reflected”. Ho-
wever, the CJI clarified that
this was only a “considered
opinion”, and should not
be used to displace the go-
verning legal position on
pending proceedings or
dig up decided cases.

“Consequently, any
pending proceedings be-
fore courts, Tribunals, la-

bour authorities or any fo-
ra under the 1947 Act
should be decided as per
the interpretation of Sec-
tion 2(j) in the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) judgment,”
the CJI said .

Justice Narasimha
agreed, saying an authori-
tative interpretation of 2(j)
had lost its immediacy
with the coming into force
of the IRC.

In her separate opinion,
Justice BV. Nagarathna, se-
conded by Justices Dipan-
kar Datta, who wrote an in-
dependent opinion shared
with Justice Ujjal Bhuyan,
found the reference
against the 1978 verdict
“unwarranted” and not
maintainable. She said it
was impor!ant, now more
than ever, to retain the in-
clusive definition of indus-
try to safeguard workers’
rights.

JUDGE DIFFERS IN VIEW
» PAGE 4

In a verdict in which judges varyingly differed on issues, a nine-member Bench of the

Supreme Court on Thursday held that a nearly half century-old expansive interpretation of
‘industry’, which previously granted workers stronger labour rights and protection, will not
apply under the new Industrial Relations Code, 2020.

Teh O tharel &, foraet =arareiieit o fafdiee seel 9X 37el9T-37ee #cl e fhU, Hated =arrers
1 Al-FeTdT fS = IFAR T gl fob STIT8TaT ITEN AT AT ‘SEIIT AT Sq19h qTET, o=t
TE e AT Y 3fF FoTgd H# ISR IR TI&T0T YereT fomam T, 778 site@fre deer wfer,
2020 & Ag< o] 761 graf|

The reference before the Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant

was centred around a broad definition given to ‘industry’ in a 1978 seven-judge Constitution
Bench judgment, authored by Justice V.R. Krishna lyer, in the Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa case.

R o HET ~ATATET GAHI hT JTE&TcT drel Hiderl dis o FaeT faamreher Fesh 1978 #

AT FRATERIT Sl AT N6 aRT fEU 70 37 hifel H ‘3EANT Y AT TRHATNT 0T higd o,
o =g dt.3m. Feor 3za7 o forem a1 3R’ S Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage
Board v. R. Rajappa #ATHel ¥ TaTad AT

The 48-year-old verdict had enabled workers employed in a wide range of jobs to have a legal

recourse, including collective bargaining, against unfair labour practices by employers.

48 Y Q=1 38 el o fafdieet Gehr & USTaTR & ofel HTHHT T TFAGIFATHT ZaRT T ST ared
AT 4 FaeR & [aecy Arffesd Wlears AR Hiefell IURT YIee el 3 HaTe ST 7|

It had exempted only core sovereign activities such as the judiciary, law and order,

defence, etc. from the purview of ‘industry’, as defined under Section 2(j) of the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947, in order to protect the state’s functional autonomy.

3He T I FRATcHe FARIIAT T T&T & [T harel ANt FTeleT T SAGEUT, 1T 3717
é@gmwgﬁ%aﬁaﬁmmﬁmm 1947 &Y &RT 2(j) & dgd TR
‘IEANT & G F F1gY 1@ AT

The 1978 judgment had further introduced a ‘triple test’ which laid down conditions that any

activity which was systematic or organised, operated on the basis of employer-employee
cooperation and dealt in the production of goods and services to satisfy human wants came
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within the ambit of ‘industry’.

1978 & thafel ¥ 31m3Y “REadT qhetor (Triple Test) Tdd o, fows faenRd faar srar i

U 1S ot arfafafer, S sqafya ar garfed &, faaar-weamdy @eer & 3R W Hriod &
3R AT et Y gfef & frw awqait va Aanst F eareeT & HRd &Y, T & g
H 3ruafy)

The judgment had brought even hospitals, educational institutions and municipalities
within the fold of ‘industry’.

59 thael o 3rFaare, AaTOrw FFATEAT 3R ATt @I o ST & arRR 7 o T an

On Thursday, the majority on the Bench held that ‘industry’ under Section 2(p) of the IRC
would not be “burdened” by the interpretation in the 1978 judgment of Section 2(j) of the 1947
Act.

IRAR FI IS 3 TEA 7 FeT foh IRC H URT 2(p) F gt ST 1947 & Jferfererss iy &mr 2())
$Tr 1978 &1 =TT A “@IfSrer” A8 g |

This means the interpretation of the term ‘industry’ under IRC would be done on a clean
slate.

SR 31 ¢ T IRC & 6 ‘IEANT Aeg Y ATEAT AT FAT F 1 0|

Chief Justice Kant said the 1978 judgment and its conclusion would not act as the “sheet
anchor” or the foundation for any future interpretation of Section 2(p) of the Industrial
Relations Code (IRC), which came into force in November 2025.

AT FHATATENRI 1T = gl foh 1978 T harell 3N 3HHT foisshy ey 2025 # w1 ¢ sileAfIs
Haer WiFET (IRC) 1 4T 2(p) T s7farsar &y ey ot samean & fow “aear 3mew” 7 +fia &t &t
BT

“The future of ‘industry’ in Section 2(p) of IRC is not burdened by the interpretation of 2(j) in

the Industrial Disputes Act,” the CJlI summed up at the end of an hour-long judgment
pronouncement session on Thursday.

ITEAR T TTHIT Th T TFoh Tl 0T FoATA b & & 37T 7 CJI o forsehd & g0 g, “IRC
4RI 2(p) # ‘Fe@rer F1 #fasy sitem s R srffags 6 arr 2() i sarear & S a8
g1

The 48-year-old judgment had further introduced a ‘triple test’ which laid down conditions
that any activity which was systematic or organised, operated on the basis of employer-
employee cooperation and dealt in the production of goods and services to satisfy human
wants came within the ambit of ‘industry’.

48 Y Q=1 38 el o “Freadry adieror o gl foham T, foereh 3gar o srfafafern, s
AT AT T g1, foralerciT- ey FedleT uR 3R 81 TUT AT HaeTehc3it T et
¥ AT a3t vd damsit & Searest & HafRa @, ST & ar # e o)

The judgment had brought even hospitals, educational institutions and municipalities
within the fold of ‘industry’.

39 thael o 3reqare, Aa1fored FEamET 3T AIRAIfAHIST FI T FEIT F G F o T ATl

‘Not be burdened’
‘FifSrer STg1 gar

On Thursday, the majority on the Bench held that ‘industry’ under Section 2(p) of the IRC
would not be “burdened” by the interpretation in the 1978 judgment of Section 2(j) of the 1947
Act.

Waﬁrdﬁaa:agﬂaﬁm%ﬁmc T ¥R 2(p) & dad ‘3T 1947 & ATATATA hr 4rT 2())
#$r 1978 Fr carEar ¥ “qifgre” &l g
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This means the interpretation of the term ‘industry’ under IRC would be done on a clean
slate.

g0 HY ¢ % IRC & dgd ‘3EANT 2Ueg ) ATEAT AT R/ & I S7eef|

The majority opinion on this particular point was authored by Chief Justice Surya Kant, and
supported by Justices Satish Chandra Sharma, Alok Aradhe, Vipul M. Pancholi, with
Justices P.S. Narasimha and Joymalya Bagchi expressing agreement in their separate
opinions.

%%@W@Wagﬂaﬁmgwmmr@mﬁm, foraeT aAd Farf aeter T
o, el IR 3R g var. wrEtel o fanam, sl o vw. e sk SitasreT anrd A
YA 37CTIT-3eldT AT H SHY FEAT ToFd H|

In fact, the CJI's opinion even suggested a “refinement” of the 1978 triple test.

aredd #H, CJI T T # 1978 & Readi qiator w1 “aRspa” e &1 geAra o fem arm|

While acknowledging that the core principles of the test had stood the test of time in deciding
industrial disputes, the CJI said its elements could have been “articulated differently so that
the scope and contours of 2(j) could have been better reflected”.

TE TNHR A § o ek faarel & forotar & ga adieror & #er feyid @6 & Fald |
T 3AXE, CJI o1 g o 38 dcal S “3reler gor F FfReaara fondm AT WevelT T, A1 ORT 2() F
g 3R FaET FY dgew & F wiafefea R s a1~

However, the CJI clarified that this was only a “considered opinion”, and should not be
used to displace the governing legal position on pending proceedings or dig up decided
cases.

glellieh, CJI a1 TUSe o foh I8 sharel Ueh “FlAATRT T & 3R SHeAT 3UANT oifercd swrdanfeat &
] TeTeil AT T Seolal AT Tgel A T HATHell 1 Tt § Giele! & ToIT 78T oham ST =g |

“Consequently, any pending proceedings before courts, Tribunals, labour authorities or any
fora under the 1947 Act should be decided as per the interpretation of Section 2(j) in the
Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) judgment,” the CJI said.

CJI ¥ &gT, “TRUTHETET, 1947 & IOAIA & ded eradl, IS0, SIH YIS ar
frdY sit 7w & gHeT dfaa FRIafEAT &1 fAvir Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) %arer ¥ €RT 2(j) #t Y 7§ SATEAT & ITAR frar v anfgw”

Justice Narasimha agreed, saying an authoritative interpretation of 2(j) had lost its immediacy
with the coming into force of the IRC.

FATgHfc AT ¥ o7 FE AT STAT T g b IRC & of19] gleF o T 4T 2(j) Y RS
SYTEAT FY dchTe TTHIARAT FATCT &)Y T B

In her separate opinion, Justice B.V. Nagarathna, seconded by Justices Dipankar Datta,
who wrote an independent opinion shared with Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, found the reference
against the 1978 verdict “unwarranted” and not maintainable.

3O 376191 AT H =l At AR o, Totetent TordieT =l drama &ar o fonam 3K
gl Sarasfct oarer 8731 & ATy WSt FAT A forar, 1978 & hae & favey fanw v Hest
I “3retraeds” AR R a8t A

She said it was important, now more than ever, to retain the inclusive definition of industry
to safeguard workers’ rights.

3ogiel gl T ATt & rfOraRY & W@ & fav 3/ uger & 61 31U 3maeaes § 6 Fe@hr
waTael afemT &t ST @ S|
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Core industrial sector growth slows to 54% in
July as fertilizer, steel, iron ore, oil output falls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Economic activity in In-
dia’s core industrial sectors
saw growth slow to 5.4% in
July 2026 from 6% in June,
according to official data
released on Thursday.

This was driven by a sig-
nificant slowdown in the
fertilizers, iron ore, and
steel sectors, accompanied
by a continued contraction
in the natural gas and
crude oil sectors.

The data on the Index of
Core Industries (ICE) re-
leased by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
however, showed that Ju-
ly’s growth was still the se-
cond-fastest in  seven
months. The Ministry re-

Sliding down

Core sector growth slowed to 5.4% in July 2026 compared with
6% in June. Iron ore, refinery products see biggest shifts

50[ 44.5

GROWTH RATE (%)

Refinery

I June 2026 (%)
I July 2026 (%)

Iron ore Coal Fertilisers  Cement
products
leased a new series of the June. The sector had

ICE in July, which means
that a historical compari-
son is possible only up to
June 2025.

Within the index, the
fertilizers sector contract-
ed 8% in July, as compared
to a contraction of 3.3% in

grown 1.9% in July of last
year. This performance is
likely due to the deficient
and patchy monsoon, and
the resultant lower levels
of sowing taking place.
The iron ore sector saw
growth slowing to 29.5% in

July, from 44.5% in June.
However, it is important to
point out that these rela-
tively high growth levels
are on a low base, since the
sector contracted 16.4%
and 7.1% in June and July of
last year, respectively. This
low base effect was also ap-
parent in the coal sector’s
11-month high growth rate
of 7.6% in July 2026. The
sector had contracted
12.3% in July last year.
Growth in the steel sec-
tor slowed to 2.9% in July,
the lowest in the 14 months
for which there is data,
down from 5.6% in June.
The natural gas and
crude oil sectors continued
their long streak of con-
tractions. The natural gas
sector contracted 3.7% in

July 2026, while the crude
oil sector contracted 5.3%.
Both sectors have contract-
ed continuously for the last
14 months for which there
is data.

The refinery products
sector, however, snapped a
three-month streak of con-
tractions by growing 2.7%
in July, the sector’s best
performance in nine
months.

The two relative bright
spots among the core sec-
tors were the cement and
electricity sectors. The
electricity sector grew 9%
in July, albeit slower than
the 11.4% seen in June. The
cement sector saw growth
hit 13.1% in July, a seven-
month high, from 11.1%
growth in July last year.

21A8. Core industrial sector growth slows to 5.4% in July as fertilizer, steel,
iron ore, oil output falls

34TF, ST, @ilg 3raEF AR A 3c1eet A PRrae & FROT Ja1$ 7 97w e
a3t #Y gy ool gl 5.4% W

e Economic activity in India’s core industrial sectors saw growth slow to 5.4% in July 2026
from 6% in June, according to official data released on Thursday.

XA T STRT JTERITeh 3iiehst oh 3TER, R & JH@ e &=t (core industrial
sectors) # 3T fATATRT i gefer T & 6% F efieft PFT FAT$ 2026 F 5.4% TE TS|

e This was driven by a significant slowdown in the fertilizers, iron ore, and steel sectors,
accompanied by a continued contraction in the natural gas and crude oil sectors.

ST JHW HROT 34T, dle 3T AR 1T 8151 A Sooueg #EY & Ty-ary yrpfas 3w
3 Fod A & A F TAMAR A FFareT |

e The data on the Index of Core Industries (ICl) released by the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, however, showed that July’'s growth was still the second-fastest in seven months.

grellich, A0S Ta 3EANT HATT SaRT STRY T 31T Faahia (Index of Core Industries—
ICI) & 3iTersT & T =l o Ses T gefer 313t off |y waat F q@dt ward Ar gafer |

e The Ministry released a new series of the ICIl in July, which means that a historical
comparison is possible only up to June 2025.

Wﬁgﬂéﬁl@@f@ﬂémaﬁaﬁr,maﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁmwms@zozs
CEAIRSECR

e Within the index, the fertilizers sector contracted 8% in July, as compared to a contraction
of 3.3% in June.

T o T IEH 81 3 SIS H 8% T HF=T §31T, STieh ST 7 SHA 3.3% HT Wl g3
a1l

e The sector had grown 1.9% in July of last year.
Mo ad Jars A gaaT & 1.9%#qzjir§é oA

e This performance is likely due to the deficient and patchy monsoon, and the resultant lower
levels of sowing taking place.
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S8 Yol T FHITAT HRUT FAAR A FHATT ATGT AT SHb TRUTHEIET FaT$ F Tl 7
s FA B

The iron ore sector saw growth slowing to 29.5% in July, from 44.5% in June.
aite 3w &1 BT gefR ST & 44.5% F Nl glant Felrs 7 29.5% @ TS|

However, it is important to point out that these relatively high growth levels are on a low
base, since the sector contracted 16.4% and 7.1% in June and July of last year,
respectively.

gTalTeh, AT 3eoll Al Hgeaqul ¢ 1o A &M 3od g U &Y faeT IMUR (low base) & HROT
¢, TR ool a¥ ST 3R Sos 7 59 &7 7 s 16.4%3ﬂ17.1%a:r113ﬁﬁr§3ﬂm|

This low base effect was also apparent in the coal sector's 11-month high growth rate of
7.6% in July 2026.

I =T 3TUR ¥ (low base effect) Firer a1 3 3 Tose fewrs e, o gefer o3 o
2026 #/ 7.6% T&Y, i 11 AT T ITadH FaT AT

The sector had contracted 12.3% in July last year.

oo af Sefis 7 @ & 7 12.3% mﬁgﬁﬁrgmml

Growth in the steel sector slowed to 2.9% in July, the lowest in the 14 months for which
there is data, down from 5.6% in June.

FEIT &1 T G 8 ST & 5.6% U Tl Fells H 2.9% Tg 13, il STcIsY 3lehs! aTel 14 HkaAl &
I FA JAT e ¢

The natural gas and crude oil sectors continued their long streak of contractions.
Wi fas 3 3R Fo Aa & &= F o GG A ST HepeleT 1 v 71T e |

The natural gas sector contracted 3.7% in July 2026, while the crude oil sector contracted
5.3%.

STTE 2026 H Arpideh 39 &1 7 3.7%, aa%aﬁTéﬁé?mﬁs.B%wﬁgﬁmgaﬂl

Both sectors have contracted continuously for the last 14 months for which there is data.
3UCISE HiehsT o TR, aletl &A1 & el 14 FAl ¥ TATAR HFA Gof 12T I 1

The refinery products sector, however, snapped a three-month streak of contractions by
growing 2.7% in July, the sector’'s best performance in nine months.

gTeiiten, RTEerY SeaTe 89 o1 TR ol AL & ST HpleT b1 shA IS U it & 2.7% H
& Gof 1, i1 36 &1F 1 Al AT 7 HIASS ygele 2|

The two relative bright spots among the core sectors were the cement and electricity
sectors.

T &¥AT # 3TYETIRc ek TeeT ol arel al &7 Waie iR frsrelt a1 @ |

The electricity sector grew 9% in July, albeit slower than the 11.4% seen in June.

Terrell &= 1 Sfeirs 31 9% H FE €S, Tellfeh T ST # &of 11.4% A JEfor & et |

The cement sector saw growth hit 13.1% in July, a seven-month high, from 11.1% growth
in July last year.

Hie & &I gefer ol & 13.1%a$q§amé,sﬁmﬂﬁﬁwmw%,aaﬁ?ﬁWaﬁ
SIS # 38 &1 T gafer 11.1% T
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Justice Nagarathna
differs, backs broad
industry definition

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Justice B.V. Nagarathna, in
strong disagreement, on
Thursday opposed recon-
sideration of the nearly 50-
year-old Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) judgment.
She emphasised that the
broad definition of “indus-
try” remains important for
protecting workers’ rights
in an increasingly priva-
tised economy.

In her separate opinion,
Justice Nagarathna, se-
conded by Justices Dipan-
kar Datta, who wrote an in-
dependent opinion shared
with Justice Ujjal Bhuyan,
found the reference against
the 1978 verdict “unwar-
ranted” and not maintaina-
ble. She said it was impor-
tant, now more than ever,
to retain the inclusive defi-
nition of industry.

The change of owner-
ship to private entities saw
the transformation of
workmen/employees  of
public sector units to work-
men/employees of the priv-
ate sector. It is in this con-
text that the protection
under the Industrial Dis-
putes Act was provided.
Justice Nagarathna cau-
tioned that any tinkering

Justice B.V. Nagarathna

with the definition of in-
dustry under 2(j), which
had stood firm for nearly
50 years, would definitely
cast a shadow on the inter-
pretation of the term under
the [IRC. Interference
would only create uncer-
tainty and disturb “indus-
trial peace”.

Justice Nagarathna said
merely because the state
was involved in an activity
did not automatically quali-
fy the venture as a sove-
reign function.

She upheld the ‘Domi-
nant Nature Test’ intro-
duced in the 1978 judgment
concerning organisations
which perform multiple or
integrated activities. In
such cases, the nature of
the dominant activity of
the organisation would be
considered to determine if
the entity was an industry
or not.

gRafdd g a1u
e |tisin this context that the protection under the Industrial Disputes Act was provided.

ST Teat 7 3ile s Rare sfafawa (Industrial Disputes Act) & dgd EX&TT YT foam arm

ari

21A8. Justice Nagarathna differs, backs
broad industry definition

FATAHAft AR F AT TATS, AT Y
SUTIF TRATIT T gAAT fHFar

e Justice B.V. Nagarathna, in strong disagreement,
on Thursday opposed reconsideration of the nearly 50-
year-old Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) judgment.

mﬁaﬁ.aﬁ.mﬁa@mﬁrwaﬂﬁg@
TEAR 1 SIS 50 T T FTAR AT Tl T3 Hiavor
1S (BWSSB) fahr ox gafdeR ahr faer fonar|

e She emphasised that the broad definition of
“industry” remains important for protecting workers’
rights in an increasingly privatised economy.

3egiet SR & fa oft & fsfieor arelt srdeaaear 7
AT & ITARRT 1 T & TIT “3eZNr $Y sqra qiemT
378l ot Hgea ol &1

e In her separate opinion, Justice Nagarathna,
seconded by Justices Dipankar Datta, who wrote an
independent opinion shared with Justice Ujjal Bhuyan,
found the reference against the 1978 verdict
“unwarranted” and not maintainable.

39 3elaT Al H #RIH[l AR o, [Sieteh # &1 FALeT
= QUTHT gt A R, fSieglel ~areayfcl Ssorer o[ga
& T TS Ueh ¥add Ad fordr, 1978 & el & favey foru
1T Heet Y “rfAa 3R Rranohy 7 @« arem &

e She said it was important, now more than ever, to
retain the inclusive definition of industry.

3Tgiot el foh TTHIT FHI A Tgol § el 3o Tg Ageaqur
¢ 1o 3eer i wardel aRemT A SR T S|

e The change of ownership to private entities saw
the transformation of workmen/employees of public sector
units to workmen/employees of the private sector.

TATfACT o TooiT T3 T §EATAROT o HROT WIS foleh &7
F sHEAT F FHAMR/FATN A 837 F FHATR/FHATHY 7

e Justice Nagarathna cautioned that any tinkering with the definition of industry under Section
2(j), which had stood firm for nearly 50 years, would definitely cast a shadow on the
interpretation of the term under the Industrial Relations Code (IRC).

FAIHATC AR o ciraei & fo orarerar 50 ast @ U W &Ry 2() & Toct Jegiar S afemr 7
e o 9ohR T g ea I fRad w9 & siteifare @&t @fgar (Industrial Relations Code—IRC)
& g 3 2Usc ol ST TR Ffciehel THIE STolaTT|

¢ Interference would only create uncertainty and disturb “industrial peace”.

SHH gEAATT dhaer AT fReraar seqeer F3am 3R “3iie@fre anfa & aiferd em
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e Justice Nagarathna said merely because the State was involved in an activity did not
automatically qualify the venture as a sovereign function.

ARH AR o Fgl o Shaer sHfaT & e et aifafafer & anfder 8, 39 3usa &) & a:
& WY F (sovereign function) =gl AT ST HehclT|

e She upheld the ‘Dominant Nature Test’ introduced in the 1978 judgment concerning
organisations which perform multiple or integrated activities.

3cglel 3o IS & FaT & 1978 & Aoy ﬁrmﬁ ‘Dominant Nature Test’ &l S{ehIT IW@T, ST

31 AT U AfarafRdr Fanford i 8

e In such cases, the nature of the dominant activity of the organisation would be considered to
determine if the entity was an industry or not.

& A # g AR e & forw Hersat i swara aifafaf@r (dominant activity) &1 yefd o
e foma ST T3 wefRra wem ST § a1 w14

Derivatives trader
base falls for first time
in four years in FY26

Despite the moderation, retail traders continued to be the largest

cohort of traders, a study by markets regulator SEBI noted

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

he number of indi-
T vidual traders par-

ticipating in the de-
rivatives market fell 19% to
78.6 lakh in fiscal 2026
from 98.1 lakh a year ear-
lier, according to data re-
leased by the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI) on Thursday.

SEBI's two studies on
the profitability and trad-
ing behaviour of individual
derivatives traders, re-
leased on August 20,
showed that both partici-
pation and aggregate loss-
es declined in FY26. Ho-
wever, the average loss per
trader increased, highlight-
ing the continued risks
faced by those remaining
active in the market.

The decline in participa-
tion followed a series of
measures introduced by
SEBI to curb retail losses in
derivatives. These includ-
ed limiting weekly expiries
to one index per exchange,
raising the minimum con-
tract value to %15 lakh-320
lakh and increasing the ex-
treme loss margin for expi-
ry-day trading by 2%.

However, SEBl cau-
tioned against attributing
the decline entirely to the
regulatory measures.

“The decline cannot be
attributed solely to the reg-
ulatory measures, as parti-
cipation had already begun
moderating before their

Individual traders fall

The number of derivative traders reduced 19% this year and the
share of losing traders too declined to a five-year low

(in lakhs)
Moo
5 & &

Number of traders

=)

100 8.6
42.74

T T
FY22 FY23

T T T
FY24 FY25 FY26

Fiscal year

implementation,” Prasad
Patankar and Prabhas Ku-
mar Rath of SEBI's Depart-
ment of Economic and Pol-
icy Analysis 11 said in the
study on profitability of de-
rivative traders.

The proportion of trad-
ers who incurred losses al-
so declined, albeit margi-
nally, to 87.7% in FY26
from 90.9% in FY25. This
was the lowest level re-
corded since FY22, when
SEBI began its analysis.

Aggregate losses fell 18%
year-on-year to 391,685
crore in FY26. Despite the
decline, losses remained
higher than the levels re-
corded between FY22 and
FY24. At the individual le-
vel, however, the picture
was rather grim. The aver-
age loss per loss-making
trader increased to .16
lakh from %1.13 lakh in
FY25, making it the highest
average loss recorded since
FY22. SEBI's second study
found that incurring losses
did not necessarily dis-

Source: SEBI

courage traders from conti-
nuing to participate in de-
rivatives, although
persistence in trading
moderated during FY26.

Only about 57% of the
traders who formed the
FY25 cohort continued
trading in FY26, compared
with a long-term average of
around 65%. Consequent-
ly, 43% stopped trading
during the year.

SEBI found that traders
who continued participat-
ing over multiple years re-
mained highly likely to in-
cur losses.

In FY24, as much as
91.6% of traders who had
reported losses in both
FY22 and FY23 also report-
ed losses in FY24. The
probability of making loss-
es remained above 90%
across traders with one to
five years of experience.

Despite the decline in
participation, individual
traders continued to ac-
count for the largest cohort
in the derivatives market.

21A8. Derivatives trader base falls for
first timein four years in FY26

e a¥ 2025-26 # sNAfeew FRERAT Hir
HEAT IR 98T 7 qgel) IR g8

e The number of individual traders
participating in the derivatives market fell 19% to
78.6 lakh in fiscal 2026 from 98.1 lakh a year
earlier, according to data released by the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
on Thursday.

s wfaregfa sk fafasrs 9 (SEBI) arr TRar
T SR 3ilehsl & 3TAR, SRATeeH ST # T et
aTel SFTFIITT FRITTRAT HI &I Uah I8 Igol &
98.1 9@ ¥ 19% TeHT fae a¥ 2026 H 78.6 A

@ TS|

o SEBI’s two studies on the profitability and
trading behaviour of individual derivatives traders,
released on August 20, showed that both
participation and aggregate losses declined in
FY26.

20 3TET I ST ST sRaAfeed HRISTRAT T
STTEAT 3R SMaTes SFagR IR SEBI & &r
3T I IaT Felr o fa a¥ 2025-26 & smafigr
3R For FehareT ¥t F Fat IS

e However, the average loss per trader

increased, highlighting the continued risks faced
by those remaining active in the market.

ISR # TR Fo1 T@eT aTel BRISTIRAT o TATH
Fiote, e ST Sl IR #T |
e The decline in participation followed a

series of measures introduced by SEBI to curb
retail losses in derivatives.
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ARMeRY # g Frae sRafeen # ger et & qaarr w1 faifa F3= & fav SEBI garr
33TT 3T s 3UTAT & §1¢, IS |

These included limiting weekly expiries to one index per exchange, raising the minimum
contract value to 15 lakh-%¥20 lakh and increasing the extreme loss margin for expiry-day
trading by 2%.

o7 3T & AICATgeh VAU &l Telddh TFaeel 9% U $3FH cloh AT hell, oqeTcTd
Flreee Hed I T15 dE-320 A dh Tol1 3N TFHurRN-ead & RN & foav wwwde di|
ATfSter 7 296 i gEfor FHYaAT enfder |

However, SEBI cautioned against attributing the decline entirely to the regulatory measures.
gleilieh, SEBI & 38 faRTae &1 91 A framerehrr 39rat o1 ot & gicy |rareneT fema|

“The decline cannot be attributed solely to the regulatory measures, as participation had
already begun moderating before their implementation,” Prasad Patankar and Prabhas Kumar
Rath of SEBI’'s Department of Economic and Policy Analysis Il said in the study on profitability
of derivative traders.

SEBI & Department of Economic and Policy Analysis Il & J8&T¢ 9reviehi iR T8 AR

T o sRaAfecq FRITTRAT Fr AmsTvear 9R fhT 370 31t 7 &gl “58 FTR1ae &f shaat
TSI 3UTRT & TAU [SFACR FET SET ST Hehel, F1{eh SoTeh o] Bled & gl &1 SRy &
AT AT YE g1 TS AT

The proportion of traders who incurred losses also declined, albeit marginally, to 87.7% in
FY26 from 90.9% in FY25.

T 3BT aTel HRISTRET T HeTeT 3 A 9 & T e a¥ 2025-26 # 90.9% & faw
¥ 2025-26 H 87.7% g 1T
This was the lowest level recorded since FY22, when SEBI began its analysis.

Ig R a¥ 2021-22 & 1€ gof T 37T FedY =T TX AT, 19 SEBI & 319411 fazaivor g« forar

a1|
Aggregate losses fell 18% year-on-year to 91,685 crore in FY26.
fawT a¥ 2025-26 # el T FIT-EI-WIeT 18% TEHT T91,685 H13 Ig I

Despite the decline, losses remained higher than the levels recorded between FY22 and
FYy24.

TIRTae & Srasie, Fehare fad a¥ 2021-22 @ R a¥ 2023-24 & e gl TR & 3TeH T
At the individual level, however, the picture was rather grim.
glellfeh, ShTrcaTd ¥ TR Tty sy 373 @

The average loss per loss-making trader increased to ¥1.16 lakh from %¥1.13 lakh in FY25,
making it the highest average loss recorded since FY22.

R ETeT 33Te dTel Il FRITRY I Jehdret 3 far af 2024-25 & ¥1.13 1@ § 9 21.16
A &1 I, i T 9§ 2021-22 & SE gof Wa¥ HfAF e Jwam &

SEBI’s second study found that incurring losses did not necessarily discourage traders from
continuing to participate in derivatives, although persistence in trading moderated during
FY26.

SEBI & g@X &Il H UTT 31T foh SJhTel 38T & 3MaRTeh T F FRISTRAT 1 sRafeeq &
SN STIRY TG T IATE FHATC T G3T, Flelieh o I 2025-26 H TR FRIGR FIA HY
vgfar F et 3|

Only about 57% of the traders who formed the FY25 cohort continued trading in FY26,
compared with a long-term average of around 65%.

T a¥ 2024-25 o g 7 AT HRISTRAT H § Sheel FIMHT 57% & fadd a¥ 2025-26 H HRITR

SR @, ST feh SreihlToreh 3iAd ST9T8TeT 65% T&T|
Consequently, 43% stopped trading during the year.
IRUTHAEEEY, 43% HFRERAT ¥ 9§ & R FRIGR g FT &4
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e SEBI found that traders who continued participating over multiple years remained highly likely
to incur losses.

SEBI ﬁw%ﬁwﬁmmmmmﬁﬁa?wmﬁﬁm@a

3o I W

e In FY24, as much as 91.6% of traders who had reported losses in both FY22 and FY23 also
reported losses in FY24.

fam a¥ 2023-24 7 357 FRIGRAT 7 F 91.6% o1 87 ThaTeT aof foma, fSepior fa af 2021-22
3R O 9§ 2022-23 2t # JehareT i il & 2|

e The probability of making losses remained above 90% across traders with one to five years of

experience.
UF § i I F HHE dTel HRISTRIT & Thall §lat T FHAT 90% F 3o w=ht 1|

e Despite the decline in participation, individual traders continued to account for the largest
cohort in the derivatives market.

RN 7 FRTae & STasye, safFdiTd RITRY SRaAfee STk 7 Fad 9371 Wifg 91 @

‘MMDR Amendment
Act expected to bring
greater tax uniformity’

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The MMDR Amendment
Act, 2026 is expected to ad-
dress long-standing opera-
tional challenges in the
mining sector by bringing
greater uniformity and
predictability to the levy
regime, FICCI Mining Com-
mittee Chair and NMDC
CMD Amitava Mukherjee
said on Thursday.

The amendment to the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act, 1957, is aimed at curb-
ing non-uniform state tax-
es and unexpected cesses
that have increased the

cost of mineral extraction
and created uncertainty
for the industry. A more
certain taxation and levy
framework could encour-
age fresh capital invest-
ment while accelerating
the exploration and deve-
lopment of mineral re-
sources, he said in a
statement.

Mukherjee said empo-
wering the Centre to
streamline levies on miner-
al-bearing lands under the
newly introduced Section
9D would help create a
transparent and predicta-
ble framework for mining
companies operating
across different States.

21A8. ‘MMDR Amendment Act expected
to bring greater tax uniformity’

‘MMDR Wt 3RATH ¥ T caaear #
FF THTIdr 3 FY 3FHE

e The MMDR Amendment Act, 2026 is
expected to address long-standing operational
challenges in the mining sector by bringing greater
uniformity and predictability to the levy regime, FICCI
Mining Committee Chair and NMDC CMD Amitava
Mukherjee said on Thursday.

FICCI Mining Committee & 37¢g8T 3iIR NMDC &
CMD 31f3amst @St o 7%aR I &gl foh MMDR eltereT
IfafaTa, 2026 T GeAoT 877 T o THT § Tl 3T @Y
aiRETelel Hetll YaAlferdl T FATTET gt 1 3FAG ¢,
FIifh 3T Y sTayT # IHAF vHEIar ik
qaTAgET 3Teef|

e The amendment to the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, is aimed
at curbing non-uniform State taxes and unexpected

cesses that have increased the cost of mineral
extraction and created uncertainty for the industry.

T 3R @fas (Rem ik Rfagse) sfafaws, 1957
A o arar FersT 1A T 0 3R srvefa

IYFN I AT e & 3e2T A §, [egier @herst fasewyor i aerd gers § 3R 3¢z & fow
Jifafaaar e $rgi

e A more certain taxation and levy framework could encourage fresh capital investment while
accelerating the exploration and development of mineral resources, he said in a statement.

3eRiel Ueh 91T # e foh 31Tt e 3 va ddt gfar v Iol fader &1 dicarfed s gadr g
e @ferst e & sredwor 3T R afa S wwar g

e Mukherjee said empowering the Centre to streamline levies on mineral-bearing lands under
the newly introduced Section 9D would help create a transparent and predictable framework
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for mining companies operating across different States.

TGS o gl oh 73 SIST TS URT 9D & 6 he; Pl WieTsT-FoFel A T 1T arelt At

FeAaTeTd T 1 AR & § Faffieet Tl & R @eiet Hufara & fow v areeft sk

YETTAY ST AR A & Tl Ao

SEBI bets on trading reforms to stem
foreign outflows, lift India’s weightage

Regulator plans rollout within 9 months, sources say; aims to widen stock lending, ease short-selling in cash equities; index provider MSCI to weigh

effectiveness in future reviews; From Oct. 2024 until June 2026, foreigners’ Indian equity sales crossed $50 billion; reforms can boost foreign capital

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
MUMBAI

tor is set to overhaul

decades-old rules and
stem soaring outflows of
foreign funds, three sourc-
es said, in a move some in-
vestors say would help the
South Asian nation beef up
its weighting in global
stock market indexes.

The changes, if final-
ised, will come as foreign
ownership of Indian stocks
has hit a 17-year low and
the rupee, down about 6%
this year, ranks among one
of Asia’s worst performers,
hit by worries about a
steeper import bill and
anemic capital flows.

The reforms planned by
the regulator, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI), include lo-
wering collateral require-
ments in cash equities and
encouraging longer-dated
derivatives, three regulato-
ry sources said.

“That suggests SEBI has
listened to the institutional
investment  community
and focused on the practi-
cal issues investors face,”
said Steve Lawrence, CIO
of U.S.-based Balfour Capi-
tal Group, which manages
more than $463 million in
assets.

l ndia’s markets regula-

Boost cash equities
The measures, being re-
ported for the first time,

will add to plans to boost
the cash equities market by
making shorting of stocks
easier, nearly doubling the
number of shares eligible
for lending and borrowing.

The regulator plans to
roll out the changes in nine
months, after consultation
with industry and giving
market participants time to
change existing systems,
added the sources, who
warned of short-term dis-
ruptions stemming from
some changes.

The sources spoke on
condition of anonymity.
SEBI did not respond to a
Reuters request for com-
ment sent on Wednesday.

India wants to increase
its weightage in global
stock market indices and
the reforms now being
considered stand to benefi-
tits ratings and re-ratings,

In focus: Logo of Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on its Mumbai headquarters. REUTERS

oe

SEBI is currently
navigating the fallout
from a new method for
calculating closing prices
for stocks with
derivatives contracts, an
established practice in
major global markets

said one of the sources.

FPIs sales cross $50 bn
India’s welghtmg in the
MSCI emerging markets in-
dex has fallen below 12%,
from a peak of 21% in Sep-
tember 2024.

From October 2024 un-
til June 2026, foreigners’
selling of Indian equities
crossed $50 billion, Na-
tional Stock Exchange
(NSE) data showed. Fo-

reign investors have sought
the proposed reforms for
sometime as a way to pull
India in line with major re-
gional markets such as Chi-
na, South Korea and Tai-
wan, which already have
mature securities lending
and borrowing arrange-
ments and closing auction
to fix prices.

MSCI to monitor

Global index provider
MSCI said that it would
monitor the planned re-
forms and their effective-
ness through feedback
from market participants
for future global accessibil-
ity reviews.

“Measures relating to
closing-price  formation,
margin and collateral effi-
ciency, stock lending,
short-selling and hedging
tools are relevant to mar-

ket accessibility for inter-
national institutional inves-
tors,” MSCI said .

A key change being con-
sidered in SEBI’s advanced
discussions is cutting col-
lateral requirements for
trades in highly liquid
stocks, a move that could
reduce upfront capital by
15% to 20% , two of the
sources said. It is also
weighing lower upfront

tional and professional in-
vestors dominate market
volumes.

The reforms, once
adopted, could help draw
larger foreign institutional
capital, including passive
funds, two foreign inves-
tors said.

Reducing costs and fric-
tion “will make it easier for
global investors to translate
interest in India into long-

collateral requi for termi 7 said Tra-
derivatives contracts expir-  cey Wingate of Investment
ing after a year. Company Institute.

This is a change driven
by feedback from overseas ~ Short-term volatility

asset managers who say
the existing system favours
weekly derivatives con-
tracts and discourages lon-
ger hedging strategies, the
two sources added.
Liquidity tends to be
higher in short-tenure con-
tracts across markets, but
in India’s case longer con-
tracts face near-zero liquid-
ity, exchange data shows.
The push to deepen insti-
tutional participation fol-
lows a two-year effort by
SEBI to curb speculative re-
tail derivatives trading ac-
tivity as they incurred loss-
es five years in a row.
Regulatory sources say
the watchdog would like
the composition of deriva-
tive markets, in terms of re-
tail and institutional parti-
cipation, to more closely
reflect developed markets.
Retail investors make up
more than 35% of trading
activity in India, NSE data
shows, versus about a fifth
in the U.S., where institu-

Some of the reforms being
considered may be hard to
implement, however. The
regulator, for example, is
currently navigating the
fallout from a new method
for calculating closing pric-
es for stocks with deriva-
tives contracts, an esta-
blished prac[lce in major
global markets.

The bumpy rollout of
the move, which some
large foreign asset manag-
ers had sought, led to
sharp volatility in India’s
benchmark Nifty 50 index
in its first week, with limit-
ed participation from mar-
ket makers and investors.

“Early participation in
the closing auction session
has been relatively mod-
est,” said Angela Lan, a se-
nior strategist at State
Street Investment Manage-
ment, which manages $6.3
trillion in assets.

Despite initial turbu-
lence, SEBI has signalled it
intends to stay the course.

21A8. SEBI bets on trading reforms to stem foreign outflows, lift India’s
weightage

et it afeate # Aot 3R ARGF gawis! 7 5Ra F71 AR qo= & fow SEB| #1
SRS FURT 9 ala

e India’s markets regulator is set to overhaul decades-old rules and stem soaring outflows of
foreign funds, three sources said, in a move some investors say would help the South Asian
nation beef up its weighting in global stock market indexes.

et AT ¥ T o TR T ST f2mateh gt quTa st 3 sarash sl et 3R fagel
YT & dGcl STgale i Uehel T TART A & | S [T T heall ¢ foh SAY STAT0T TRIATS &2 i
&g AT TR GAFIE! H AT HR 961 7 ACG Aol Fhell 5

e The changes, if finalised, will come as foreign ownership of Indian stocks has hit a 17-year
low and the rupee, down about 6% this year, ranks among one of Asia’s worst performers,
hit by worries about a steeper import bill and anemic capital flows.
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T o7 Sgelral o 3iTad & fear S1ar §, af 3 00 GFy 7 3704 oo IR RRT 7 Rgeft
AT 17 ﬁ%ﬁaﬁwwq@’aw%aﬂisﬂa&wmmmwuﬁmaﬁrmm
Se e et aTell HETHT H A ¥ T TR Tod 3T foret 3R HASR Yol Targ i et

gaa gl

The reforms planned by the regulator, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI),
include lowering collateral requirements in cash equities and encouraging longer-dated
derivatives, three regulatory sources said.

ot Toramershiar gt = ardra f& et wfarsifar stk Rfaerar 1S (SEBI) ganT geariad guri &
Hr 3FTA A AT HTIHATHT FY FH AT 31T Def-3ra arar sRAfesw 1 Ncafea Fwar
MR T

“That suggests SEBI has listened to the institutional investment community and focused on
the practical issues investors face,” said Steve Lawrence, CIO of U.S.-based Balfour Capital
Group, which manages more than $463 million in assets.

3T f&U Balfour Capital Group & CIO T aRd, ST 463 fATII 3ter & 31 Fr
ARETIET T T A €, 7 e, ‘SHA Hevel THeldll ¢ Toh SEBI o HEUTTA frders aoera &1
ST Foil § 3R TAARIRT o AIHe 3T dTell cTTagTReh HHATIT3T I ST hiel foham §1”

Boost cash equities

Fer sfFad #1 Tem@r

The measures, being reported for the first time, will add to plans to boost the cash equities
market by making shorting of stocks easier, nearly doubling the number of shares eligible
for lending and borrowing.

gl IR RAE T 317 @ A 39T Hher 3fFadl aToTR &) qgrar & T JietaArsit 7 enfaer giet| sgs
e AN A 2ATE FFATT FY A TATIT FTTIAT 3R YR S TAUT TR e o ToIT 917 AR I
HET ST ST T SATTaf |

The regulator pf;ns to roll out the changes in nine months, after consultation with industry

and giving market participants time to change existing systems, added the sources, who
warned of short-term disruptions stemming from some changes.

AT & ST o AT 3eaer & | et S 3 arerR yfaenfarat s Alsier sonferat 7
S ol o T THY &t & ST 3T Sereiral b ait Heletl 3 AT Flat T AoToll F=1 6T 8| 3ogiel $S
JTal o HRUT UTATE I STTR H SAGUTA 3o gled I AdTdeir o &

The sources spoke on condition of anonymity.

AT & SATH & YehITRIcT it T QAT TR STl T

SEBI did not respond to a Reuters request for comment sent on Wednesday.

AR @ feoqul & forw et 31T Faed & A I} SEBI & I Ficifshar 7er &7

India wants to increase its weightage in global stock market indices and the reforms now
being considered stand to benefit ratings and re-ratings, said one of the sources.

U G o &gl o SR 3Rae IR TR FAHIRT 7 31T R Tl ar6a § AR e 3
fareReiier gort & W 3t gor:- YT 1 oo fArerey Y warrae g1

FPIs sales cross $50 bn
FPIs &Y fahY 50 3R sTeR & IR

India’s weighting in the MSCI emerging markets index has fallen below 12%, from a peak of
21% in September 2024.

MSCI Emerging Markets Index 3 ¥R T HR 12% & A 317 371 §, ST e} 2024 & I8
21% & @ 9T 7|
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e From October 2024 until June 2026, foreigners’ selling of Indian equities crossed $50
billion, National Stock Exchange (NSE) data showed.

HFEAT 2024 A T[T 2026 & v Faceh fderent ganrT TRl srady &1 fashr 50 3Ra st &
3178 8 918, ST I AR T TFERiST (NSE) & 3ifhsl & IdT Ioldr g

e Foreign investors have sought the proposed reforms for some time as a way to pull India in
line with major regional markets such as China, South Korea and Taiwan, which already
have mature securities lending and borrowing arrangements and closing auctions to fix
prices.

el foraere o THT & 37 Y& GURT 1 AT A IQ &, clieh TR i et SFaroT AT
3 ATATET SR I AT SIS 3 TR of T o1 Tk | o7 ATSIRT 37 Ugel & 81 faemtare wherstfer
FYR U9 3UR dal $T e 3N H1Ad AR a2et a forw Fenfarr siteert Aise 21

MSCI to monitor
MSCI fAIrRTsT #3m

e Global index provider MSCI said that it would monitor the planned reforms and their
effectiveness through feedback from market participants for future global accessibility
reviews.

mwmmsaﬁw%a@aﬁweﬁrmmmwﬂm&mﬁ%m
Wﬁmﬁmémmﬁmﬁammmqmam#m
FHM

o “Measures relating to closing-price formation, margin and collateral efficiency, stock
lending, short-selling and hedging tools are relevant to market accessibility for
international institutional investors,” MSCI said.

MSCI o &g, “Falforer-asa freRor, Afeh 3t Fide garar, T dft, afe-afam sk
%ﬁwmﬁ@réﬁﬁmmﬁm&@w@mﬁa&mﬁ%ﬁwmeﬁrﬁaﬁwﬁm%l"
e A key change being considered in SEBI’'s advanced discussions is cutting collateral

requirements for trades in highly liquid stocks, a move that could reduce upfront capital by
15% to 20%, two of the sources said.

al Tl 7 ST foh SEBI 1 Swotcl TaX ohT Traii3it # faraRrelieT veh 9o deelia 3reafs aver
RIRT A FRITR & FAT FeteTer AATFAHT F F7 FI1 ¢ | 3TN IR §T F AH19TF Goit 7
15% & 20% T FY FH 3T el |

e ltis also weighing lower upfront collateral requirements for derivatives contracts expiring
after a year.

SEBI Us a¥ § 31+ rafer & a1g FaATed gt are sRafeew aregaet & fav IR Hielet

3TTAIH AT T A Flal WX 3 TR F @8

e This is a change driven by feedback from overseas asset managers who say the existing
system favours weekly derivatives contracts and discourages longer hedging strategies, the
two sources added.

alet AT o gl foh T S erra faeeft aREafey waersl (overseas asset managers) & 9red
wffsham & 3TUR 9 2T 517 367 &, ToiaTeht gt & fo Hisier cgaear areafe sRafea srgaut
I SgraT aelt § 3T ofell 3rarfer dr gfSier wwriifaat &I gdlcaried #dT &1

e Liquidity tends to be higher in short-tenure contracts across markets, but in India’s case
longer contracts face near-zero liquidity, exchange data shows.

STSIRT & AIAI: -3 & Iegaeil 3 celal 31T gich 8, Afehet verarerst & 3ilenst &
TTHR TR 7 ol 37aTe o JeJatiT 7 ST Y AT ¢ |

e The push to deepen institutional participation follows a two-year effort by SEBI to curb
speculative retail derivatives trading activity as they incurred losses five years in a row.

FEATT HENEHY T ST T I 91 SEB| SaRT ACclcHh e sRafea FRIER &t FafFa
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el o T e a7 2t a & v o are; 317 B, Fifen et frderehl &1 FeTaR ater ast a
HTeT 31T 2|

e Regulatory sources say the watchdog would like the composition of derivatives markets, in
terms of retail and institutional participation, to more closely reflect developed markets.

TR AT & 3THR, SR forarereh =rgd & foh e A Jeumra srefigrt & Hesy &
sRafed STTR T T TR AT STSIRT T TAT & 31T 3787 &l
e Retail investors make up more than 35% of trading activity in India, NSE data shows,

versus about a fifth in the U.S., where institutional and professional investors dominate
market volumes.

NSE & 37iehsT e 3eTHR, 3Rl 7 TeT faerent i BEIGRT 35% & T cardrieh arffaferdt &
g, STafh AR 7 Tg ST Iraal fGEAT &, STal TEATIT 3R URIaR faerh SR 61 AFr )
g &

e The reforms, once adopted, could help draw larger foreign institutional capital, including
passive funds, two foreign investors said.

ar fael fdereht & gl 7o 3o GURT T 3T ST & STe, fafShar % (passive funds) afea
31feres AT 7 el seamera goft 3 e 7 Aee Ae R B

e Reducing costs and friction “will make it easier for global investors to translate interest in India
into long-term investment,” said Tracey Wingate of Investment Company Institute.

Investment Company Institute T 2T faate = Fgr & ameTa 3R -3 Taeft aemait
(friction) T & HLt F “qfeaes faeret & forw IRA & 319 3 i ek Ader & s
3T g Sraa |

Short-term volatility

Hoqalfaed HTUTAT

¢ Some of the reforms being considered may be hard to implement, however.
groliten, faamRTee Fo FURT i A T HiSe 81 Fhe 81
e The regulator, for example, is currently navigating the fallout from a new method for

calculating closing prices for stocks with derivatives contracts, an established practice in
major global markets.

3eTER0T & AT, g aciare A sRAfea sregaer arer Y & WA HeF (closing prices) &
ITUTAT Sl T 718 JeHTd & Jerrdl & foiue 161§, St 9@ afaeh SToiRT & ygel & ST sgaedn
gl

e The bumpy rollout of the move, which some large foreign asset managers had sought, led to
sharp volatility in India’s benchmark Nifty 50 index in its first week, with limited participation
from market makers and investors.

3 Seolld 1 3Aest IRIAS Fhdieade, [ #1971 o o3 fagd Rl gt a1 v oy,
38 Ugel TCAE H R & F3d Nifty 50 Faehieh A clof 31T T HRUT T, STefeh TR
foaTan3it 3R et $r smefier @fFa @

o “Early participation in the closing auction session has been relatively modest,” said Angela
Lan, a senior strategist at State Street Investment Management, which manages $6.3
trillion in assets.

State Street Investment Management, it $6.3 fefarger S aRTufIatr &1 JeereT T g, ST
aRTS IUTAITRR TS et o gl “FeilfoldT HierleT T 3 Y3l MR eI HH WE 81

o Despite initial turbulence, SEBI has signalled it intends to stay the course.

IR HTEUIAT o dTdsfe, SEBI o Teohel [GATE o a8 34 f&2m # 31 sgat & 319+ fiofa v
FIIH gt T ST WAT & |
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Centre’s fiscal outlook faces geopolitical, revenue risks

eopolitical headwinds in the

background of recently introduced tax

changes would shape the Centre’s

fiscal outlook for 2026-27. Despite
pressure on tax revenues and subsidies, strong
non-tax receipts and policy interventions may
keep fiscal outcomes broadly on track.

Centre’s revenue receipts.

As per the The Controller General of Accounts
(CGA) data, the Centre’s gross tax revenues (GTR)
grew only by 3.7% in the first quarter of 2026-27.
This was the result of subdued revenue
performance of personal income tax (PIT) and
Goods and Services Tax (GST), both of which
were subjected to substantive modifications in
2025-26. In both cases, extensive rate
rationalisation was undertaken. In the case of
GST, there was a substantive rate reduction. The
expectation was that while these reforms would
entail an initial revenue sacrifice, subsequent
expansion of the tax base would offset the
revenue loss over time. PIT revenue growth in
2025-26 was only 0.037%, implying a buoyancy of
zero. For the second half of 2025-26, GST revenue
growth was 4.67%. The revenue reducing effect of
these major tax interventions has continued in
2026-27. PIT shows a growth of 6.8% in the first
quarter of 2026-27 while GST revenues showed a
contraction of (-)11%.

In the meantime, the Indian economy was
beset by the West Asian crisis and its related
impact, including high and volatile global crude
oil prices and other supply-side uncertainties. As
retail fuel prices rose, the government reduced
excise duties to ease the burden on consumers.
This had a direct bearing on revenue from Union
excise duties, which contracted by 22.4% in the
first quarter of 2026-27.

In order to make up for the shortfall in revenue
receipts, the government initiated some remedial
measures. First, a Health Security se National
Security (HSNS) Cess was introduced with effect
from February 1, 2026 even as the GST
Compensation Cess was discontinued. Second,
the windfall tax on exports of diesel, petrol and
aviation turbine fuel was increased effective
August 3, 2026. Third, there was an increase in
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Central
government
finances for
2026-27 may
remain close to
budgeted levels

import duties through increased rates on gold
and silver bullion and other specific precious
metal articles, sweepings, and clad metals. One
additional factor is the likelihood of a higher
nominal GDP growth rate as compared to the
budgeted growth of 10.04%. We expect the
2026-27 nominal GDP growth to be in the range of
12.5% to 13%. This projection reflects an expected
real GDP growth of about 7% together with an
Implicit Price Deflator (IPD)-based inflation of
5%-5.5%, consistent with the present trajectories
of Consumer Price Index (CPD) and Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) inflation at 3.9% and 9.3%,
respectively, in the first quarter of 2026-27. We
note that even with a higher nominal GDP growth
rate, the magnitude of nominal GDP as per the
2022-23 base series is estimated at ¥391 lakh
crore. This will be lower than the budgeted level
at ¥393 lakh crore. On the whole, we consider
that the estimated GTR would be realised or fall
short by a small margin. At some suitable time,
the reduction in excise duty on fuel prices must
be restored.

Transfers to States

In estimating net tax revenue from GTR, a factor
of 65%, which was the ratio of net to gross tax
revenues in 2025-26 and 2026-27 (BE), can be
applied since the Sixteenth Finance Commission
(FC16) retained the share of States in the divisible
pool of central taxes at 41%. There may be a
marginal reduction in the shareable pool due to
the introduction of the non-shareable HSNS Cess
although some part of the revenues from this cess
may go to the States as non-FC grants.

In the first quarter of 2026-27, there was a
sharp contraction in tax devolution to the States
to the extent of (-)19.5%. In subsequent months,
there is an expectation of an increase in the
assignment of central tax revenues to the States.
Based on the FC16’s recommendation, the FC
grants for the States are budgeted to contract by
an amount of ¥23,556 crore in 2026-27.

The Reserve Bank of India provided major
fiscal support in the form of dividends, which
were transferred to the Centre in May 2026. As a
result, 77% of the budgeted dividends and profits
for the full year had already been covered in the

first three months. We expect the budgeted
amounts for non-tax and non-debt capital
receipts to be realised.

The Centre’s non-tax revenues contributed
37% of its net revenue receipts in the first quarter
of 2026-27. During the quarter, major subsidies
had to be increased by 37.4% due to the
unexpected rise in global crude oil prices,
although the growth in revenue expenditure was
contained at 7.4%. The Centre was able to
front-load its capital expenditure in the first
quarter of 2026-27, which grew by 23.7%,
compared with a contraction of (-)23.3% in the
fourth quarter of 2025-26.

For the year as a whole, the crisis in West Asia
is likely to continue keeping global crude oil
prices under pressure. If the major subsidies in
the first quarter are extrapolated to estimate the
annual subsidy requirement, realised subsidies
are expected to exceed the budgeted amount by
about ¥50,000 crore.

Debt and deficit

Using first-quarter data, the Centre’s fiscal deficit
accounted for 18.2% of the annual budgeted
magnitude, while the corresponding share of the
revenue deficit was 0.4%. The impressive revenue
account balance is mainly due to the contribution
of non-debt receipts.

Fiscal deficit, calculated as the increment in
debt, is estimated at 18.16 lakh crore. If this is
realised, the fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio, with
respect to the new GDP series, is estimated at
4.6%. Correspondingly, the debt-to-GDP ratio is
estimated at 55.8%. This is close to the budgeted
level, taking into account the impact of the new
GDP series. Some slippage may still occur due to
a shortfall in tax revenues, an unbudgeted
increase in revenue expenditure arising from
additional subsidies, and a slightly higher
external debt amid sustained pressure on the
Indian rupee. As of now, significant deviations
from the budgeted fiscal outcomes appear
unlikely. However, an escalation of the war could
deliver a major jolt to the economy and central
finances.

The views expressed are personal

21A8. Centre’s fiscal outlook faces geopolitical, revenue risks

Fg 1 o Rufa W o-ueefae i Tore wath e

Geopolitical headwinds in the background of recently introduced tax changes would shape

the Centre’s fiscal outlook for 2026-27.

gTer 3 forw 1w i waeft afadat 1 geosf@ 7 Alsie s1-wsreifas ufasme aRfRufaar 2026-27
& forw g i Terpri Rt &1 yenfad |

Despite pressure on tax revenues and subsidies, strong non-tax receipts and policy
interventions may keep fiscal outcomes broadly on track.

T T AR Afewst W gara & arace Astgd IR-FT NIt 3R AT e Iy
qROTEAT T eg1eh &9 F TR 6T & 36T A0 W e &1

Centre’s revenue receipts

Fg Y TerEa wifcaar

As per the Controller General of Accounts (CGA) data, the Centre’s gross tax revenues
(GTR) grew only by 3.7% in the first quarter of 2026-27.

for e FgTa@r gfieTd (CGA) & 371ehsi & 3R, 2026-27 T Ggell T ATET 7 &g o Hahel X

THET (GTR) F dHhaol 3.7% FHr gefr géﬂ

This was the result of subdued revenue performance of personal income tax (PIT) and
Goods and Services Tax (GST), both of which were subjected to substantive modifications

in 2025-26.
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g SFTFAINT HTAFT (PIT) 3R I TF FAT F (GST) & FHHIR Aoied Y& 2ieT 1 TROME 2T,
et et # 2025-26 F HgeaqoT IRace fehv arw |

In both cases, extensive rate rationalisation was undertaken.

alett &1 Aol # g FRFAHIOT 93 YA R Foham 1T

In the case of GST, there was a substantive rate reduction.

GST & #THel & T &30 & Ageaqur Hal HT 75|

The expectation was that while these reforms would entail an initial revenue sacrifice,
subsequent expansion of the tax base would offset the revenue loss over time.

37987 Y o JeAT 3oT GURT & HROT IR H ITeTEd T ST FIAT I, oifehed STe 7 T ITUR
¥ TR A THT & T1Y ToIEd 7 3 FHal I 3RS g STeaf|

PIT revenue growth in 2025-26 was only 0.037%, implying a buoyancy of zero.

2025-26 # PIT TeT¥d g & shael 0.037% @Y, ST A+ F 3BT (tax buoyancy) I GATell &
For the second half of 2025-26, GST revenue growth was 4.67%.

2025-26 T T TATEN H GST ISIEd &I 4.67% & |

The revenue reducing effect of these major tax interventions has continued in 2026-27.

T ST T GEARTGT T TSI H FHA ol qTell F3ITG 2026-27 H 37 TR 76T 8

PIT shows a growth of 6.8% in the first quarter of 2026-27 while GST revenues showed a
contraction of (-)11%.

2026-27 & Igell TAATE 7 PIT 7 6.8% Y g&ftr ot 1 978, STafeh GST Tared # (-)11% T
HE @ a1

In the meantime, the Indian economy was beset by the West Asian crisis and its related
impact, including high and volatile global crude oil prices and other supply-side uncertainties.

sg 9, Wa@mwmmmm@mwmgmﬁm
Fed Aot Y et 3R rfu et qr mgfcl-get & 579 st AifAfREddTd anfAer o

As retail fuel prices rose, the government reduced excise duties to ease the burden on
consumers.

ST GEU §UT AT H e g, A THR o STHFATHT TR ST H e o oI 3791 e A
AT |

This had a direct bearing on revenue from Union excise duties, which contracted by 22.4%
in the first quarter of 2026-27.

mmmﬂwﬁwww;ﬂwqmqgr, ST 2026-27 Fr ggelr faAEr 7 22.4%
€ 47|

In order to make up for the shortfall in revenue receipts, the government initiated some
remedial measures.

TTSTEd ISt 3 37TS hall Y 3RUTS & Tl TR o o GURIHS 3T & fhv|
First, a Health Security se National Security (HSNS) Cess was introduced with effect from
February 1, 2026 even as the GST Compensation Cess was discontinued.

ggell, 1 BIadt 2026 & Health Security se National Security (HSNS) Cess e[ ferar arr,
Safeh GST Compensation Cess &l HHTCA T & aram|

Second, the windfall tax on exports of diesel, petrol and aviation turbine fuel was increased
effective August 3, 2026.

IR, o, 9t 3R vRrwer Tdige v & e o) Riswier daw 7 3 3rered 2026 ¥ ForrT
ECBEIKIE]

Third, there was an increase in import duties through increased rates on gold and silver
bullion and other specific precious metal articles, sweepings, and clad metals.

e, | 3R = F gierrer qur 3wy fafise sgaea org aEgai, Tt 3R s argait
T A gEfa & ATEIH A AT Yok TG IAT|
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e One additional factor is the likelihood of a higher nominal GDP growth rate as compared to
the budgeted growth of 10.04%.

Teh JTARF R T # AT 10.04% T & T Jofell # 31Teeh AHA GDP gaftr ey
$T I B

e We expect the 2026-27 nominal GDP growth to be in the range of 12.5% to 13%.
GHART 3eTHI ¢ o 2026-27 # AHATT GDP F&fer 12.5% & 13% o drar gt

e This projection reflects an expected real GDP growth of about 7% together with an Implicit
Price Deflator (IPD)-based inflation of 5%-5.5%, consistent with the present trajectories of
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation at 3.9% and 9.3%,
respectively, in the first quarter of 2026-27.

TE 3THIT STITSIT 7% T ARFdtash GDP g&f&r dT Implicit Price Deflator (IPD) TR 5%-
5.5% HETEPIT T G2l &, S 2026-27 H1 Tgelt FAATEY 7 39sitera 7ea gasia (CPI) AR 9w
e FaHIH (WPI) T HA: 3.9% 3 9.3% HT aciaT=T Harewhifer exf o eTe 9 B

e We note that even with a higher nominal GDP growth rate, the magnitude of nominal GDP as
per the 2022-23 base series is estimated at ¥391 lakh crore.

§H €11 & § 1o 31TReh ATHHATT GDP Jefel aX o STdsjg 2022-23 JTHR A&l & HeTHR ATHAT
GDP T 37T ¥391 a1 T3 HTHIAT &

e This will be lower than the budgeted level at ¥393 lakh crore.
Ig goic # fAUTRT €393 A F5 & TR T FHH g

e Onthe whole, we consider that the estimated GTR would be realised or fall short by a small
margin.
THI T, §HART AT & foh 3eTHITAT Teohel T Te1d (GTR) TTCcT &Y ST AT SHA Hel
HHT g Gl 8

e At some suitable time, the reduction in excise duty on fuel prices must be restored.

3T AT WX U IR 391G Yok A Y 7§ FAY hl a9 agier ohar St =g e |

Transfers to States
T4t Y gEATAOT

¢ In estimating net tax revenue from GTR, a factor of 65%, which was the ratio of net to gross
tax revenues in 2025-26 and 2026-27 (BE), can be applied since the Sixteenth Finance
Commission (FC16) retained the share of States in the divisible pool of central taxes at 41%.

GTR & e FT TSI T AT o3 HHI 65% T J[0Th ol13] FohdT ST Fehel &, ST 2025-26
3R 2026-27 (BE) H [CEN Ud Hehel Y IoTEd o 3Te]dTcl AT, Fifeh Wiergd T 3T (FC16) o
HAT R % AT It 7 T T REAGRY 41% T SR W& §

e There may be a marginal reduction in the shareable pool due to the introduction of the non-
shareable HSNS Cess although some part of the revenues from this cess may go to the
States as non-FC grants.

AT fRT ST aTel HSNS YT (HSNS Cess) T 31T o HROT AT & T AT fohe
ST aTel YT 3 AR el 81 Fehcll 8, BTelifeh $H 3R I YT Totea &l $o fewar I-faer
TV TSt (non-FC grants) & &9 H T T &1 ST el B

e In the first quarter of 2026-27, there was a sharp contraction in tax devolution to the States to
the extent of (-)19.5%.

2026-27 FT Igell FAATE & TAT I FT §EITARITH (-)19.5% FT g FRTae gt Fr 13|

¢ In subsequent months, there is an expectation of an increase in the assignment of central tax
revenues to the States.

37T ATl FEIaAT & AT T FRT FT TAET F FEATAIOT A Je Tt glet hT 371G ¢

e Based on the FC16’s recommendation, the FC grants for the States are budgeted to
contract by an amount of 23,556 crore in 2026-27.
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FC16 T FABIRET & TR 9T, 2026-27 H T2l & foIw e 3T o 3feferaii & ¥23,556 FU3 1

mwmy@mmw%l

The Reserve Bank of India provided major fiscal support in the form of dividends, which
were transferred to the Centre in May 2026.

AR Rerd dF (RBI) & ST & &9 7 Y@ TSRy WerraT yareT i, ford 71§ 2026 7 g
FI gEATIR foha amm|

As aresult, 77% of the budgeted dividends and profits for the full year had already been
covered in the first three months.

AROTHETET, Y o T e 7 AT amsiier 3R FATS HT 77% Teol el FeHAT 3 &
TTec 1 R ATl

We expect the budgeted amounts for non-tax and non-debt capital receipts to be realised.
g 37 § T AT T 3R IR-3or Gefarar wiftarat o fo sote  3efanferd i oo &
ST

The Centre’s non-tax revenues contributed 37% of its net revenue receipts in the first quarter
of 2026-27.

2026-27 T Tgell fTATET 7 she; & I-HT WS o1 3HehT Yertr Asied FIeerdl & 37% 1 JTeTe
e

During the quarter, major subsidies had to be increased by 37.4% due to the unexpected rise
in global crude oil prices, although the growth in revenue expenditure was contained at 7.4%.

THTET o GRTeT TReeh el ool hT hiacll & IHATRIA FEfer & HROT YW Afewst 7 37.4%
T el Uy, glelifeh Usred oA & J&T &l 7.4% deh AfAd 1@ a1

The Centre was able to front-load its capital expenditure in the first quarter of 2026-27, which
grew by 23.7%, compared with a contraction of (-)23.3% in the fourth quarter of 2025-26.

&g 2026-27 HT gl TTATET 7 3799 TSheTa &7 Y AT T F qg (front-load) H Hbel T,
TSEa 23.7% Fr a;ﬁrgé Safeh 2025-26 Fr =t faamsr 7 39 (-)23.3% T qq’gm?rgm 7|

For the year as a whole, the crisis in West Asia is likely to continue keeping global crude oil
prices under pressure.

W Y & v, gies ofdrm & ¥&e & FRoT 3Rash Fed deof I AT I gad T Gol Y
THTGAT g
If the major subsidies in the first quarter are extrapolated to estimate the annual subsidy

requirement, realised subsidies are expected to exceed the budgeted amount by about
50,000 crore.

ﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁwqw%dl?ﬂﬁgmd SENE %Wmﬁmﬁwmﬁqﬁaﬁ?
TorT 3reTATaret fomam ST, oY arediaeh FiewsT & sofe & iR TfT & oferster 250,000 F1
3 g1 T AT B

Debt and deficit
FOT 31T T T °1eT

Using first-quarter data, the Centre’s fiscal deficit accounted for 18.2% of the annual
budgeted magnitude, while the corresponding share of the revenue deficit was 0.4%.

goll fTaATEY & 31Thal & 3MUR U, he &7 AT NI "1eT 1S doic 7 eiRa Tfr 1 18.2%
T, STaTh ASTET "Te hr Jafard ffrierdy 0.4% Y|

The impressive revenue account balance is mainly due to the contribution of non-debt
receipts.

TSTEd W 3T FHTERITCN HJolel HETd: IR-7 0T WISt (non-debt receipts) & TTETeT & HROT
gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 2



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o Fiscal deficit, calculated as the increment in debt, is estimated at ¥18.16 lakh crore.
ROT A Jef & &9 A 07T AT AT ASTHIT €T T18.16 TG U IeTAA 8

e |Ifthis is realised, the fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio, with respect to the new GDP series, is
estimated at 4.6%.

I T ITTATT areciaehall 3 IRETA 81T &, ol 7§ GDP [T & 3R WX AThiNIg HeT-
GDP 37dTe 4.6% AT ¢ |

e Correspondingly, the debt-to-GDP ratio is estimated at 55.8%.
Sl 9o, HOT-GDP 34T 55.8% AT ¢ |

e This is close to the budgeted level, taking into account the impact of the new GDP series.
=TS GDP #[@ell & JHIq ST €217 # 3@ §T Fg aore 7 iR T & Fda ¢

e Some slippage may still occur due to a shortfall in tax revenues, an unbudgeted increase in
revenue expenditure arising from additional subsidies, and a slightly higher external debt
amid sustained pressure on the Indian rupee.

o oY, T Trorea A Fat, TR TIeHST & HRUT Toled T A Foic § W I a1 AR

T9Y W TITAR S GaTd o el e H0T H A1) 3Tk g8 & HRUT F faerelet g Fhell ¢
e As of now, significant deviations from the budgeted fiscal outcomes appear unlikely.

frerTer, ote 7 Ui Teret aftomst & Fgeaqet R 1 Jamasr &7 s & 8|

¢ However, an escalation of the war could deliver a major jolt to the economy and central
finances.

gTcllfeh, et & Tgat I 3¢egaedr AR g T faciay ATy sl o157 HhT o Fehe 1
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Why are South Asians
missing from global
health databases

<

lobally, more than one in 10

adults now live with diabetes.

If you have South Asian roots,

that risk is even higher, and it
hits earlier than it does in many other
populations. In India alone, the number
of people with diabetes is projected to
reach 125 million by 2045.

Yet, when scientists try to understand
why diseases such as diabetes and
cardiovascular disease affect South
Asians differently, they often have to rely
on genetic data drawn from European
populations.

Advances in artificial intelligence and
machine learning are allowing scientists
to mine vast amounts of genomic and
health data to detect disease earlier,
predict risk, monitor patients and tailor
treatments to individuals. But at the
heart of this changing landscape lies an
old, constant problem - the data used to
build these tools lack diversity.

The missing factor
Integrated biobanks such as the UK.
Biobank, which combine participants’
genomic information with electronic
health records, environmental exposures
and lifestyle data, have transformed
biomedical research. These repositories
have accelerated drug development,
informed clinical guidelines and helped
shape public health policy across the
world.

But South Asians remain largely
absent from these datasets. The
NHGRI-EBI GWAS Catalogue, an online
database of human genome-wide
association studies, shows that between
2005 and 2025, more than 86% of
participants in these studies were of
European ancestry, while South Asians
accounted for less than 1%.

“More than 20% of the world is being
neglected in multi-modal data
integration,” said Bhramar Mukherjee,
senior associate dean of public health
data science and data equity, Yale School
of Public Health, U.S.. “It denies [them]
the human right and opportunity to
attain the maximal possible health”.

A recent study
The pattern repeats in newer tools, too.
A recent study published in Cell
Genomics reviewed more than 13,500
samples across three major single-cell
resources ~ the Human Cell Atlas, the
Human Tumour Atlas Network and the
PsychAD Consortium and found a
“striking, pervasw;: European over

and und

of Asian and Latino indivi 4

These data points are more than just
statistics. South Asians face higher rates
of type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease
and asthma than people of European
ancestry, which means the tools built on
European-heavy data are less accurate
for the population that needs them most.

Take polygenic risk scores, which
combine the effects of many genetic
variants associated with a disease to
estimate a person’s overall genetic risk.

A 2023 study found that polygenic risk
scores for multiple sclerosis were less
accurate when applied to South Asian
populations.

“Most predictions about
how variants affect gene
expression or cell function
are inferred from European
datasets, and we don’t know
which of those predictions hold
in South Asians. This limits our
ability to understand disease
mechanisms and identify drug targets
relevant to South Asian populations,”
said Shweta Ramdas, a geneticist based
in Bengaluru.

Genetic traits
Even the well-established measures of
disease risk can vary between
populations. Genetic traits such as G6PD
deficiency, which can cause a type of
anaemia, vary considerably across South
Asia, with some ethnic groups in
Pakistan and Afghanistan carrying the
trait at much higher rates than others.
Another study from Sri Lanka found
that cardiometabolic risk did not fit into
a single metabolic syndrome profile.
Even within the same population, men
and women showed distinct patterns of
obesity, blood sugar, cholesterol and

ee

Diagnostic thresholds, risk scores and
prediction models developed
predominantly from European
populations should be validated and,
where necessary, recalibrated using
South Asian data

ATHULA SUMATHIPALA

Director, Insttute for Research and Development in
Health and Social Care, Sri Lanka

-
variants unique to the
Indian population.
“South Asia, and India in
particular, cannot realistically be
treated as one genetic block. We need to
include distinct endogamous and tribal
groups, not just a few urban cohorts,”
said Dr. Ramdas. “A lot of these harmful
variants aren’t seen anywhere else”.

Why is the data missing?
Research funding, institutions, registries,
biobanks and large population rohnm

have historically been built and sus

blood pressure. where the money already was, le
“Diagnostic thresholds, risk scores low-and mnddlt income countries with

and prediction models P laboratory i

predominantly from European biobanking faciltes and trained

populations should be validated and,
where necessary, recalibrated using
South Asian data. Locally generated
evidence is essential for equitable and
accurate health care,” said Athula
Sumathipala, director, Institute for
Research and Development in Health
and Social Care, Sri Lanka.

South Asia is not one population
South Asia constitutes one of the most
diverse human in the world,

personnel to run comparable studies at
scale.

“The global health landscape remains
deeply unequal. While over 90% of the
world’s potential years of life lost
occurred in low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs), only about 10% of
global health research funding addressed
their health needs,” said Dr.
Sumathipala. “This imbalance goes
beyond money, shaping whose problems

died, wh ions ar

shaped by thousands of years of
migration, cultural diversity, endogamy
and consanguineous marriages.

Much of the existing research does not
reflect this diversity. South Asians,
Southeast Asians, West Asians and other

“These single-cell atlases are
becoming the reference maps for biology
and medicine, and they are incre;
used to train the Al models that will
shape future research and care,” said
Kuan-lin Huang, senior author of the
study, who s an associate professor of
genetics and genomic sciences, and Al in
human health, at the Icahn School of
Medicine, United States.

Asian ions are often lumped
together, obscuring important
differences between them.

India alone illustrates how much
diversity can disappear when
populations are treated as a single group.
The Genomelndia Project, launched in
2020 to capture the country's genetic
diversity and build a reference database
for Indian populations, has already
identified more than 40 million genetic

prioritised and whose evidence informs
health policy and practice”.

For most South Asian countries,
genomic research can be difficult to
prioritise given more immediate and
pressing public health needs such as
infectious diseases, maternal and child
health and non-communicable diseases.

But the region has made strides in the
health landscape. Sustained investments
in genomics have enabled several large
prospective cohorts and population
datasets, including Genomelndia,
Phenome India, Longevity India, the Sri
Lankan Twin Registry Biobank and the
Pakistan Genome Resource. But these
independent cohorts and biobanks are

mostly focused on individual diseases or
specific populations, and often use
different systems for collecting and
storing data, which makes it difficult to
bring them together for large genetic
studies. India, for example, has several
sizeable cohorts, but no harmonised
system yet exists that lets researchers
within and across borders work across
them easily.

Towards building a beginning
A recent perspective in the Lancet
Regional Health - Southeast Asia,
authored by scientists across India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
argues that the region risks being
excluded from the genomic revolution
unless it builds an infrastructure itself.
The authors propose building greater
regional collaboration between existing
biobanks and cohorts, while ensuring
that South Asian researchers and
institutions retain a meamngrul role in
how their data are used.

They propose to bulld asystem in
which existing datasets can speak to each
other, ions that have

THE GIST

v

South Asia constitutes one of
the most diverse human
populations in the world,
shaped by thousands of years
of migration, cultural diversity,
endogamy and
consanguineous marriages.
Much of the existing research
does not reflect this diversity.
South Asians, Southeast
Asians, West Asians and other
Asian populations are often
lumped together, obscuring
important differences between
them

-

The data points are more than
just statistics. South Asians
face higher rates of type 2
diabetes, cardiovascular
disease and asthma than
people of European ancestry,
‘which means the tools built on

been overlooked can be included, and
the researchers generating the data can
share in the scientific benefits.

This is vital because if the underlying
data continues to stay skewed, the Al
models and clinical tools built on top of it
will reproduce and repeat those biases —
only at a much larger scale.

“It may be late but still not too late,”
said Dr. Sumathipala.

(Rupsy Khurana is science
communication and outreach lead at the
National Centre for Biological Science,
Bengaluru. khurana.rupsy@gmail.com)

y data are less
accurate for the population
that needs them most

v

But the region has made
strides in the health landscape.
Sustained investments in
genomics have enabled several
large prospective cohorts and
population datasets, including
Genomeindia, Phenome india,
Longevity India, the S Lankan
Twin Regstry Biobank and the
Pakistan Genome Resource

21A8. Why are South Asians missing from global health databases
3RaF Ty Seraw # gfor TS wer 4 seuieya §

RLUSTRATION: S/

Globally, more than one in 10 adults now live with diabetes.
fared AT WX 319 YA 10 IIEHT A § U & 310 cafera Aegag @ DT &

If you have South Asian roots, that risk is even higher, and it hits earlier than it does in many
other populations.

e 3t 513 favor vl & 572 §, ot 76 SeH 3 o 31fRen & aur S sre et
TolelT 3 o T 3 &Y ST T WS & AT 81

In India alone, the number of people with diabetes is projected to reach 125 million by 2045.
el SR H AYAE | NS AT BT HEAT 2045 T 125 ATAIT Toh Taret &7 317 ¢

Yet, when scientists try to understand why diseases such as diabetes and cardiovascular
disease affect South Asians differently, they often have to rely on genetic data drawn from
European populations.

T 871, ST Safeies IE FHster &7 S Xd § T A1Yae 3R gag-arfea waeft Qe gfaor
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TIRITS ST T 3TelaT GIT & At FATTAc it 8, ol 3o¢ A JUUIT HTEIET & JTe HTafAs
el W FIN G = gl

Advances in artificial intelligence and machine learning are allowing scientists to mine
vast amounts of genomic and health data to detect disease earlier, predict risk, monitor
patients and tailor treatments to individuals.

A Feftreren AR afie wfeter 7 g5 9orfa it f SHATAS 3R Tareea el foeirer 70
# 3iTengl T TALATOT &tk AT T gl TelT o1, STGH T GaTeTH T ofallet, ALY P FoAaRrair
e 3R ST fFal & 3ee 3TuR iR ) & Tar# =11 @ &

But at the heart of this changing landscape lies an old, constant problem — the data used to
build these tools lack diversity.

aﬁmsﬂaaﬂﬁqﬁqwé?é?aﬁwgmﬁamﬁima?ﬁgéww%—samﬁaﬁﬁmﬁm
FLA & ToIT 3TN fhT STy arel 3fTehat & fafaerar &1 3r3ma g1

The missing factor

HAIRId FRF

Integrated biobanks such as the U.K. Biobank, which combine participants’ genomic
information with electronic health records, environmental exposures and lifestyle data, have
transformed biomedical research.

&, qEEE S Thiehd ard, S TTaenfarat hr e STeTehr) I soieeiioe Faeed
3ifereral, gaRoie STEHAT iR Shaetel Fee Jilenst & A1y Sisd §, A sta-fafhaia
3TTHTST T Seof fear g

These repositories have accelerated drug development, informed clinical guidelines and
helped shape public health policy across the world.

3T $1SRY o &aT TAhE 1 31T &Y &, A feanfadel #f IR et & geryar $r § ar faeg a1
H Aratfaeh TarEeT ATt 1 3R S 7 ANeTereT AT gl

But South Asians remain largely absent from these datasets.

et goT Seriie 3 g favor TRIATS T 3ra oft F1hY 8¢ aF ITIRAT L |

The National Human Genome Research Institute—European Bioinformatics Institute
Genome-Wide Association Studies Catalog (NHGRI-EBI GWAS Catalogue), an online
database of human genome-wide association studies, shows that between 2005 and 2025,

more than 86% of participants in these studies were of European ancestry, while South
Asians accounted for less than 1%.

AT SATH-ATd THIfATLNST 3ETTAT T Teh 3iTeTolssT 3T NHGRI-EBI GWAS Catalogue
2T & T 2005 & 2025 & &IT 37 AT 7 86% & It wfasmaf JUdr qemaeh & 2,
STafeh gayoT TiRITS 91T T RETERT 1% W 8iY &var 21|

“More than 20% of the world is being neglected in multi-modal data integration,” said Bhramar
Mukherjee, senior associate dean of public health data science and data equity, Yale School
of Public Health, U.S..

HARFT & A Tl HT® Gfeas gou & Aol Fareey a7 faae 3R Ser FAET i aRws
THITATE Sief SR A@H =1 e, “TE-FHCTHT ST ThHIROT 3 gt T 20% F Hfaeh JHarel Y
3T Y ST W gl

“It denies [them] the human right and opportunity to attain the maximal possible health”.

‘g o ATURIH THT TARLY WITd A & AANUSR AR @@ J dRd FRargl”

A recent study
T AT IETqT
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e The pattern repeats in newer tools, too.
T YR AT 3TH0T H o7 QNS ST W@ B

e Arecent study published in Cell Genomics reviewed more than 13,500 samples across three
major single-cell resources — the Human Cell Atlas, the Human Tumour Atlas Network and
the PsychAD Consortium and found a “striking, pervasive European over-representation and
under-representation of Asian and Latino individuals.”

Cell Genomics #H FehIfRId Teh EIAHIT AT o clied JoW Tehol-h1 1T HHTETAI—HuUman Cell
Atlas, Human Tumour Atlas Network 3 PsychAD Consortium—3¥ 13,500 ¥ 31f&re st
Y HHTET Y 3R SEH “GURT et 1 et R s gfafafics qur ol 3k dfea
AT T e gfafafca” g |

e “These single-cell atlases are becoming the reference maps for biology and medicine, and
they are increasingly used to train the Al models that will shape future research and care,”
said Kuan-lin Huang, senior author of the study, who is an associate professor of genetics

and genomic sciences, and Al in human health, at the Icahn School of Medicine, United
States.

GG & RS AW TUT IHARHT oh $HhTeT Tl TG AT & 37 AT var Sheifden faamme
Hmnmawzwﬁwm%nmmgm-mgaﬁﬁw, “J Tehol-ahI AT
Teod Siafartet 3R Rfhear & fow dest AT sed snie § 3 srfasy & segaene aur
TATELT [AT3IT T PR o aTel Al ATl 1 TRITET FI & TAT 5oTahT ITANT Ao & 56 BT &1
e These data points are more than just statistics.
I 3iTh3 haol ITRIHIT dLT HI AR g |
e South Asians face higher rates of type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease and asthma than

people of European ancestry, which means the tools built on European-heavy data are less
accurate for the population that needs them most.

U RITerelr aTel et &Y JoreAT 3 SfaTor TS Slelt 7 ersy-2 AYAE, Fed-arfeshn gad qar
3R IrEYHAT AT ST 31T B, TorgeT 318 § o JUA-eaTeT 3ilehst W fATHA 3UehoT 39 JTe1eT o
T 7 TéF &, TO0 ST Ha 318 3maTSar g

e Take polygenic risk scores, which combine the effects of many genetic variants associated
with a disease to estimate a person’s overall genetic risk.

qieotferer REw TR T 3eTI0T o6 &9 & of, ST Tl Q91 § TS 371k 1T RIeh &7 & Faaral hl
g fondll sa e o THET TTTa 1eh ST T ITTHIST ol & |

e A 2023 study found that polygenic risk scores for multiple sclerosis were less accurate
when applied to South Asian populations.

2023 & Teh eI H 9T 33T foh Aol FFeRIRAT & [T dieieifaes REd TR gfayor
TRITS JTETET 9T o] fohT STt OX et Heh |

o “Most predictions about how variants affect gene expression or cell function are inferred from
European datasets, and we don’t know which of those predictions hold in South Asians.

“HTeTa Ik &t & SfieT HrFeafFa a1 FIRAFT F FE T FoTTAT FXA & Feler 7 JTRTRr AT AT
T ST | fAehrel STt 8 3R g1 J6 AT o181 & foh $oet | hlel-J el ATeT efaior TRIAms
it oY oY @Y Bl B

e This limits our ability to understand disease mechanisms and identify drug targets relevant to
South Asian populations,” said Shweta Ramdas, a geneticist based in Bengaluru.

g efayor vfraTs ETEr & forv grafars Qar-a= ) s 3R g1 & daa) A g FI H
FARY &THaT Y DA FA1 L, Ferefe Ry nejafRihifae sdar wem & el

Genetic traits

mgﬁfaﬁ?arﬁur
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e Even the well-established measures of disease risk can vary between populations.
IgT aoh o AT & SNTWH & = g TATAT ACs 3 AT 3anfedt & ST 37e1T-3719T 87
ghd gl

e Genetic traits such as G6PD deficiency, which can cause a type of anaemia, vary

considerably across South Asia, with some ethnic groups in Pakistan and Afghanistan
carrying the trait at much higher rates than others.

G6PD &Y &t S T TRIeh &T0T, SiY Teh Yeh & IFcTeddT (TAITAAT) T HROT & Tehd &, T
cTaToT TRRIAT & Y e g1 8; ITieheclel 3R IBITATATT & FS ST TG A Fg 107
mwﬁﬁwﬁa@mawwm%l

e Another study from Sri Lanka found that cardiometabolic risk did not fit into a single metabolic
syndrome profile.

ST o Teh 37T 3T H ITT 37T o ggg-aamaadt i@ fhdT voher AcEifas Rz
NE1ET F e AT S&aT AT|

e Even within the same population, men and women showed distinct patterns of obesity, blood
sugar, cholesterol and blood pressure.

Teh &1 JTETET o i o gosit 3R AfFai & Aend, o aT, Frerweter AR IFaarT o 37efar-
31e19T st aTv 97|

o “Diagnostic thresholds, risk scores and prediction models developed predominantly from
European populations should be validated and, where necessary, recalibrated using South
Asian data.

HET T W AN ITETET o TR R e fad dAerfaes dansit, SR TR 3R qargam At
T FedT9eT fehaT ST TR T 3R STl 3Ta2Feh 8, 3¢ & a1vT URIATS 3ilehst h1 3TN leh o
Fforse forar S Tnfgul

e Locally generated evidence is essential for equitable and accurate health care,” said Athula
Sumathipala, director, Institute for Research and Development in Health and Social Care, Sri
Lanka.

#TelehT & Institute for Research and Development in Health and Social Care & fa¢ers
AT GATATTET o g, “TFATAACT 3R TN FAELT SWHT o ToIT TATAT T T 3cerad
& IITF 5 1”

South Asia is not one population

Zfayor vl vaer ey e §

e South Asia constitutes one of the most diverse human populations in the world, shaped by
thousands of years of migration, cultural diversity, endogamy and consanguineous marriages.

afeToT TR faea T el fafaer aAera snarfeat A & v g, Tord goIRT vl & yard, apias
ffaeran, siafdae (endogamy) 3R Awe-watt fa®@ (consanguineous marriages) & AR
e

e Much of the existing research does not reflect this diversity.
FHISTET 3reTHeTeT T U 37 fowar 5w Raferar #Y sfafifye adt s

e South Asians, Southeast Asians, West Asians and other Asian populations are often lumped
together, obscuring important differences between them.

gfaror TR, EfaT-qd s, af¥ast vfins 3R s ofdens snanfeat #t 3R o & a9
7 @ T o1 8, fored 37 e His[g Ageaqot 3ia 3wse g o ¢

¢ India alone illustrates how much diversity can disappear when populations are treated as a
single group.

37ehell HRA 8 I8 2Tl § o STar 31TaTfeal st Uehel T o &9 7 @M STl § l fohetet 3rferen
a3 amerafrer Rfderar srgea & ahch B
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e The Genomelndia Project, launched in 2020 to capture the country’s genetic diversity and
build a reference database for Indian populations, has already identified more than 40 million
genetic variants unique to the Indian population.

aer T Irera e fafrerar i ot At 3R AR srafeat & fow ve Hest Seed IR e &
3627 U 2020 H Y& HY 1§ Genomelndia Project =¥ 3 deh R ETET & ToIw fafrse 40
fAfee & rftrs seraflre Wit & ggare &1 2|

e “South Asia, and India in particular, cannot realistically be treated as one genetic block.

“STETOT TR 3R T4 &9 & R T AR T & T AT TAF FHE o & H oAg! Al oIl

HehdT|

e We need to include distinct endogamous and tribal groups, not just a few urban cohorts,” said
Dr. Ramdas.

G shaol o AT WG!3l &1 o761, dedh faflrse safdardt iR srarsreirr aogt i ofr enfarer
T BI9TT,” 3T, JHSTH o el
e “Alot of these harmful variants aren’t seen anywhere else”.

ST W Tgal-H FIfAPRe AT RIF T gfran & el 3R ST 1 7 Ao |

Why is the data missing?
32T FIT 3T g1 872

e Research funding, institutions, registries, biobanks and large population cohorts have
historically been built and sustained where the money already was, leaving low- and middle-
income countries with inadequate laboratory infrastructure, biobanking facilities and trained
personnel to run comparable studies at scale.

FeTETe faredivoT, FEmer, e, ardst 3 a3 Seraear-smaia Figre w1 T e
3eTehT fel{ei Eareret UfgTiiich & & 3ol Tl IR E3T & STEl Tgel & & TIee &eT Seefets o,
& ROT et vd Aegs 3 arer qelt 7 93 YA W Jolel1a Heqas Fenford e & fow
TATCeT SANTRITAT e, ara TR giaemd 3y affara wfTat o e @ e

o “The global health landscape remains deeply unequal.
AR Tareey aRged # s st el srwwraTar a= g ¥

o  While over 90% of the world’s potential years of life lost occurred in low- and middle-income

countries (LMICs), only about 10% of global health research funding addressed their health
needs,” said Dr. Sumathipala.

STel gierar & Fenfad §9 & WY 10 Shaer-ast 7 & 90% & & 9ot v #egs 3y arel ot
(LMICs) ﬁaé'gftr, g1 AR T AT & TV ITeEr fATIITOT T el STT$1aT 10%
SeTehl TATELY HTGRIRATIHT TR hfeieT T, F. FHAITAYTET o g |

o “This imbalance goes beyond money, shaping whose problems are studied, whose questions
are prioritised and whose evidence informs health policy and practice”.

“Ug I hael &l cleh WA eI &, SToeh T 3 AR T & 1o et gaeaait 1
T fHaT 1T &, foheT weat Y yrafAewar & s § 3 fFasd wney Fareey Hifa vg syasr
R aa

e For most South Asian countries, genomic research can be difficult to prioritise given more
immediate and pressing public health needs such as infectious diseases, maternal and child
health and non-communicable diseases.

siferenier af@vor wflras &eit & fov SHAAe seTaeTeT i TrAfAedT & S 81 Fehar &, Fifh
el WohTaeh T, A Te FRI] T a9 IR-weamdy et i 31feren Areehiforen 3R arsfic
S oeh FATEL HERISHATT AlSE |

e But the region has made strides in the health landscape.

Afehel 8 & o TAELY o &1F A Ageaqol Warfa 1 &
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Sustained investments in genomics have enabled several large prospective cohorts and
population datasets, including Genomelndia, Phenome India, Longevity India, the Sri
Lankan Twin Registry Biobank and the Pakistan Genome Resource.

SAAFT F faR [@aer a4 3 93 #1dt FIgIE regIaT (prospective cohorts) 3R FTAEETT-
3R ST & fAHATOT Y §319 ST §, {3197 Genomelndia, Phenome India, Longevity
India, Sri Lankan Twin Registry Biobank 3i¥ Pakistan Genome Resource e &1

But these independent cohorts and biobanks are mostly focused on individual diseases or
specific populations, and often use different systems for collecting and storing data, which
makes it difficult to bring them together for large genetic studies.

Aftet & T FEIE 3R TR FEad: Rftree ot ar Raflrse serwear @ RHERa § ik
37FEY STT & G Td $SROT oh [eTT 37elaT-37619T JOTTorA &l 3UANT et &, fored) 913 rrepa i
HEATAT F TIT 57 Tt Y Th AT AT S 8l AT 8|

India, for example, has several sizeable cohorts, but no harmonised system yet exists that
lets researchers within and across borders work across them easily.

3ETEY0T & oI, IR 7 3 93 FHlgIe Hig[g 8, Afehet 313 e el 1S waAfaa (harmonised)
YoTTelt FHiTe 78T & ST 2T & #e 3 G2t by T3t & I AMerehc 13t &l o7 el Serdie W
3TN & Teh TTY 1 kol Y FAUT JeTeT X Feh |

Towards building a beginning

U OIAT & fAsTor iy faem A

A recent perspective in the Lancet Regional Health — Southeast Asia, authored by
scientists across India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, argues that the region risks
being excluded from the genomic revolution unless it builds an infrastructure itself.

Lancet Regional Health — Southeast Asia 3 gTeT &1 7 YA Teh TRV o, ST 91,
qIfehedTd, Seeeer 3R sfieisr & danfaer  for@r &, ae ¢ar & for afe I8 817 Ta3 3masas
TTETTT T TAHUT 7T FIAT &, AY STF SAAF Fifa W a18T 1@ ST T ATQH &

The authors propose building greater regional collaboration between existing biobanks and
cohorts, while ensuring that South Asian researchers and institutions retain a meaningful role
in how their data are used.

Agel A Alrar ardeHt IR FRIE F e rftr e weater wnfa e &1 geara fear g, @y

& e Glafded siel W SR fer & fo afaror ufkrans rtrehaiait 3N Seret 6t 3re ser e
39T & Hafta Aot 7 | et oo @
They propose to build a system in which existing datasets can speak to each other,

populations that have historically been overlooked can be included, and the researchers
generating the data can share in the scientific benefits.

3eglel QT YOIl & ToHT0T 7 sreca fe & foreat Hloper Serie va-gay & 1Y SR |ard
BT F T TF, VARl & & 3UfaTT SToraear GHg! 1 A fonar 37 @ 3K ST R
FT gTer MHAT dforr ametY & $NeR 5«7 T |

This is vital because if the underlying data continues to stay skewed, the Al models and
clinical tools built on top of it will reproduce and repeat those biases — only at a much larger
scale.

I 3Tcdd Hgedqul & Fifeh I e[ 3T # TaTITd 3R Aol 911 @l ¢, Al ST ST b
3R W IRfAT Al Atser 3R AaTford susor 3761 gaare! @1 algurda 3R Jereeutfed Hid—
AfereT et 3178 93 YA o

“It may be late but still not too late,” said Dr. Sumathipala.

ARG &I A TH 8, Wifther 3ol ager & 1€t g€ 8, ST, GATAUTS = el
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Genomelndia

e Genomelndia is a national population-genomics project funded by the Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology. It was formally approved in 2019
and launched in January 2020, with a consortium of 20 institutions.

e A genome is an individual's complete genetic instruction set encoded in DNA. Human DNA
contains roughly 3 billion nucleotide letters — A, T, G and C.

e Although humans are overwhelmingly genetically similar, millions of small variations
distinguish individuals and populations. Some variations influence disease susceptibility,
drug response and inherited traits.

e Genomelndia collected 20,195 blood samples from 83 diverse Indian populations and
completed whole-genome sequencing of about 10,000 individuals. The resulting data are
being stored through India's genomic-data infrastructure, including the Indian Biological
Data Centre.

e Recent analysis identified approximately 130 million genetic variants, including more than
44 million variants previously absent from global databases. This demonstrates why
India-specific genomic information is important.

e Simple example: A genetic variant influencing response to a particular medicine may be
common in one Indian population but rare in European datasets. Genomelndia can help
develop more accurate precision medicine for Indians.

Phenome India

e Phenome India—CSIR Health Cohort Knowledgebase (PI-CHeCK) is led by the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), particularly CSIR-IGIB.

e A phenome means the complete set of observable or measurable characteristics of an
individual resulting from interactions between genes and environment.

e Examples include body weight, blood pressure, blood glucose, cholesterol, liver
measurements, lifestyle, diet and other clinical characteristics.

¢ PI-CHeCK was launched for longitudinal health monitoring, particularly to understand
cardio-metabolic diseases such as diabetes, obesity and related disorders in Indians. Its
first major phase reached the target of 10,000 samples in 2024.

e Unlike a one-time survey, a longitudinal study follows people over time. For example,
researchers may observe whether an initially healthy 35-year-old develops diabetes after
several years and examine the combination of weight, diet, genes and biochemical markers
that preceded it.

o In July 2025, the Phenome India National Biobank was inaugurated at CSIR-IGIB, New
Delhi, to support the collection and long-term study of genomic, clinical and lifestyle
data. The project remains listed by CSIR as an ongoing programme through 2026-27.

Longevity India

e Longevity India is an ageing-research initiative anchored at the Indian Institute of
Science (lISc), Bengaluru, launched on 18 April 2024.

e |ts central objective is not merely to increase lifespan, meaning years lived, but to
increase healthspan, meaning years lived in reasonably good health.

e The initiative studies biomarkers of ageing, organ ageing, genetics, metabolism,
lifestyle and age-related diseases.

¢ A major component is the BHARAT Study — Biomarkers of Healthy Aging, Resilience,
Adversity and Transitions. It seeks to build an India-specific understanding of ageing
using clinical measurements, lifestyle information and multi-omics approaches.

e The ICMR Centre for Advanced Research in Aging at 1ISc further supports work on
India-specific ageing biomarkers and organ-level ageing.

e As of 2026, Longevity India continues to expand healthy-ageing research; its second RISE
for Healthy Aging Conference was held at [ISc on 6-7 August 2026.
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Easy Comparison

Initiative

Main Idea

Genomelndia

What genetic variations do Indians carry?

Phenome India

How do measurable health traits change and predict disease?

Longevity India

Why do Indians age differently and how can healthy ageing be
extended?

e Thus, Genome + Phenome + Ageing data can eventually help India move from
one-size-

fits-all healthcare towards more predictive, preventive and

personalised medicine.

Both sugar and meat powered expansion of brain in humans, finds study

Ramya Kannan

as it meat or glucose that
w fuelled the growth of the
human brain? If

evolutionary science told us,
hitherto, that human brain
expansion relied on meat to grow, a
new study has an interesting addition
to this theory. Published in a recent
issue of Science, the study posits a
dual fuel strategy — sugar and meat —
as having powered brain expansion
in humans.

Multi-centre study

The multi-centre study by Jennie
Brand-Miller et al, does not discount
the role of meat in brain expansion,
but argues that natural sugars and
starch found in fruits and honey
delivered the required glucose to
power a rapidly-expanding human
brain. “What foods enabled the
evolution of the large human brain?
Currently, that diet is usually framed
around increasing intake of animal
foods: meat, protein, fat, and

21A8. Both su
study

omega-3 fatty acids,” the authors
explain, but go on to model the
glucose needs of humans and their
ancestors from four million years
ago, until recently.

Over a period of four million
years, the size of the human brain is
said to have increased from around
300 grams in early hominins
(bipeds) to about 1,500 grams in
modern humans. As brains grew, so
did demand for glucose, which is
required by other tissues including
red blood cells, kidneys and
reproductive organs.

“The human brain is unusually
large for our body size and requires
substantial amounts of energy,”
Jennie Brand-Miller, professor of
human nutrition at the University of

have supplied the energy needed to
support brain metabolism before the
advent of cooking which made
starch-rich foods easier to digest.
The paper is co-authored by
archaeologist Karen Hardy, professor
of prehistoric archaeology at the
School of Humanities, University of
Glasgow.

A quarter of dietary energy

Prof. Brand-Miller explained that raw
starch will not release glucose,
meaning that early humans likely
relied on naturally-sweet foods long
before cooked grains became a
regular part of the diet. The
modelling employed by the
researchers suggests that sugars
provided over 25% of dietary energy,
Sydney Charles Perkins Centre and fulfilling the obligatory glucose
School of Life and Environmental Diet history: It was natural sugars that delivered the essential glucose required to power a demand. Pounding and cooking

Sciences, said. metabolically expensive brain, says study. GETTY IMAGES (grains) releases glucose specifically,
The study does not dismiss the not merely energy. The evolution of
importance of hunting or animal provided critical amino acids and metabolically expensive brain. a bigger brain is therefore a story of
protein; rather, it establishes that micronutrients, while natural sugars These findings discover a new carbohydrate foods as much as
human brain expansion relied on a and starches delivered the essential glucose pathway to brain animal foods. “While animal foods
balanced, dual-fuel strategy. Meat glucose required to power a development — natural sugars may were important, the brain’s need for

gar and meat powered expansion of brain in humans,

glucose has largely received little
attention from anthropologists,” she
added. Explaining the element that
the modelling brings to current
evolutionary theory, Prof. Hardy,
said: “The human evolutionary diet
has a strong focus on meat eating
and the need for protein. But we also
require energy and this is best
provided by glucose obtained from
plants.”

The earliest hominins such as
‘Lucy’, whose brain was the same
size as a chimpanzee, as well as
Homo habilis and Homo erectus,
were therefore likely highly reliant
on carbohydrate-rich foods,
particularly fruit, the modelling
establishes. It was only later, as the
use of fire and cooking became more
widespread, that starch from
underground food sources such as
wild yams, water lily rhizomes and
African potato contributed to
glucose intake. This might also
explain to some extent why humans
crave sweet foods.
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)

finds

Ireqgel H R I B wepsat F ARTsE & faear # i AR 7w & F FAT vew

E])|

e Was it meat or glucose that fuelled the growth of the human brain?
AT AT AT TP o AT HETSHh & [AhIE T Sl TaleT T2

e |f evolutionary science told us, hitherto, that human brain expansion relied on meat to grow, a
new study has an interesting addition to this theory.

Tfe 319 d faFraaTdY e g3 I8 9aTdT 36T & o6 AlTa ATETsH & faEaR & fov A/ W)
fYORAT 3maee off, A U AT 3T & 59 FAgid 7 v gk a2 NeT

e Published in a recent issue of Science, the study posits a dual fuel strategy — sugar and
meat — as having powered brain expansion in humans.

Science & gIfoRIT 3 & YehITAd Tg AT TEINId hdT ¢ T =T 3 A Y gl Serer
oA & FHesat 7 AfETSR & faETR 1 St gered i
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Multi-centre study

a‘g—#?ﬂ?r IETIT

The multi-centre study by Jennie Brand-Miller et al, does not discount the role of meat in brain
expansion, but argues that natural sugars and starch found in fruits and honey delivered the
required glucose to power a rapidly-expanding human brain.

Siell §15-FA0R U 3+ IR fohT 10 $H SE-higd eaae # Al & faFdR & A@ i s{fAsT
FT THRT AL I §, Tlodh Tg I 16T AT § T Ball 31 AFE # II0 AT aret Wi 2 31X
FE A Aol A FAEAR X I@ AT ATETSH I Foil Haled lel & T AT Tfhlol ST

IR

“What foods enabled the evolution of the large human brain? Currently, that diet is usually
framed around increasing intake of animal foods: meat, protein, fat, and omega-3 fatty acids,”
the authors explain, but go on to model the glucose needs of humans and their ancestors
from four million years ago, until recently.

G Td1d &, ‘et @iy verit A 93 Aea Af¥assd & e 1 §37a TA=T? gdHT H 39
3MTER T AR R IL-3MUTRT Tred Ter2ii—ard, ek, a7 3 3Am-3 6 thiz— a¢
g@@aaa:mﬁamm%,"aﬁmsﬂ%mﬁﬁmma&gﬁ#m%maﬁw
3R 373 gAY TolIT ITARIFATIHT T HIsel TR FHT|

Over a period of four million years, the size of the human brain is said to have increased from
around 300 grams in early hominins (bipeds) to about 1,500 grams in modern humans.

IR fAfeRTeT aut &1 3rafer 3 Arta AfedsH 1 3THR RS gifafae gfure) # sersrer 300
AT & TGHT eI Foreh FeTsAT H ST 1,500 ITH &1 1T

As brains grew, so did demand for glucose, which is required by other tissues including red
blood cells, kidneys and reproductive organs.

SIA-SIY ATETSh T TR TGT, TH-Y Tehler Y ATaRAFHAT 81 71, TSTHhT HTaeTehll dTeT TFd
Ffrp1ait, et A woreter 3Tt AR 31 Scteht 1 o BIch B

“The human brain is unusually large for our body size and requires substantial amounts of
energy,” Jennie Brand-Miller, professor of human nutrition at the University of Sydney Charles
Perkins Centre and School of Life and Environmental Sciences, said.

Ffaafdet it fse & arest ufdew AT 3R THe 3T A U8 TAaRRAACH AT H HAleTd
TIYOT T GIhET SAeft F15- A 7 hgl, ‘AR WK & HTHR T JoleT 7 ATl ARETSH WA
T @ 981§ 3R 50 forw qaied A=y & ST Hr 3maegsargar gl

The study does not dismiss the importance of hunting or animal protein; rather, it establishes
that human brain expansion relied on a balanced, dual-fuel strategy.

e fRIBR I1 98 N o Hged I WIRST 778! T, Sfedh g TS AT ¢ fob AT
ARETSH T FAEAR Tk FJferd, QreX-§ereT arelt Toreffer oX WY 2|

Meat provided critical amino acids and micronutrients, while natural sugars and starches
delivered the essential glucose required to power a metabolically expensive brain.

HIH o 12T et 315l R & 919 Ted ST IV, STdfeh TTehicieh AT IR Fer o
TATYT Y geE F ITUF FaIT AT sraegwar arer ARFAF &1 il Tl A & [T 31T
To[ehloT 3UcTeE YT

These findings discover a new glucose pathway to brain development — natural sugars may
have supplied the energy needed to support brain metabolism before the advent of cooking
which made starch-rich foods easier to digest.

3 forseny wf¥asE F faFma & fAT so@ier & U 0 ATt Y 3 Hehl X 6—TTaAT Tehlel T
BT F Tgel FTehicieh AT o HIEASeh o TLTTEY Y TATT I o ToIT 3TaRTeh Soil ITelet]
TS 81 Hehll §, STaTeh WAl Tehlel T TshaT of FTETH-HHGH WG YGrdT & qITalT AT &l
feaml
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The paper is co-authored by archaeologist Karen Hardy, professor of prehistoric archaeology
at the School of Humanities, University of Glasgow.

58 LMY T Hg-H e Rccdfde FaT g181 8, St IfAafHer 3w sarwa & wHe e
e # yrifas e g i ia £

A quarter of dietary energy

3TER ST &1 Th-TiUTs

Prof. Brand-Miller explained that raw starch will not release glucose, meaning that early
humans likely relied on naturally-sweet foods long before cooked grains became a regular
part of the diet.

9. STS- TR o ST 1o FeaT T Tefhiet HaFd gl w1, e 3 § & IR At
HHA: T §U 3eATT & (A AT T & HTER 1 REHT s7e] A g Tgel Aepfaash T & H1S @eH
verat I AR I e

The modelling employed by the researchers suggests that sugars provided over 25% of
dietary energy, fulfilling the obligatory glucose demand.

QRT3 GIRT ITIATT 3T FAlSel H Hohd fHeTdT & o AT o 3TER Fait &7 25% & 318 gTeT
o, Torad elR & arferard serisr maeashar g gicl 2|

Pounding and cooking (grains) releases glucose specifically, not merely energy.

(3TTTST ) Feot IR TH A Shael Foil 61 oTg1, dfedh AT FT J Tehrel HFd graT ¢

The evolution of a bigger brain is therefore a story of carbohydrate foods as much as animal
foods.

5afaT a3 ATETSH 1 [aehre harel TY-3TENTRT WIe TSt T STl w61 8, STesh Seit g AT
A FrEfgEIe-gFd W eyt 61 3 gl g1

“‘While animal foods were important, the brain’s need for glucose has largely received little
attention from anthropologists,” she added.

3giel 33T g, ‘T TY-ITTRT WIEF Ierd HgeaqoT &, wifehet ATETSH I Tefhret Y
mmwwmﬁaﬁﬁﬁa?ﬂmﬁwagﬁwtmﬂ%m%r’

Explaining the element that the modelling brings to current evolutionary theory, Prof. Hardy,
said: “The human evolutionary diet has a strong focus on meat eating and the need for
protein.

mwmﬁmmmmﬁﬁmmgm g1l &Y hgT, “ATd &
ﬁwﬁmﬁmaﬁrmﬁmmwa@mwmwﬁl

But we also require energy and this is best provided by glucose obtained from plants.”

Akt g7 ST Y off amaeTara gielt §, 31N 75 Foi dlut & UTed TerERST GaRT HalaH ®T § TarT
HT A &1

The earliest hominins such as ‘Lucy’, whose brain was the same size as a chimpanzee, as
well as Homo habilis and Homo erectus, were therefore likely highly reliant on
carbohydrate-rich foods, particularly fruit, the modelling establishes.

Aol § Ig T T & Toh IR Fhcrer @ifAfaer, S oy, Toraent AfEash A & ARETsH
& HATT TR T AT, TUTHomo habilis 3R Homo erectus, Had: FEFIESC-HHGH TET
veraf, A & & wall, 9 3ca i e 3

It was only later, as the use of fire and cooking became more widespread, that starch from
underground food sources such as wild yams, water lily rhizomes and African potato
contributed to glucose intake.

e, 3, ST 31T AT WIAT GehTet T ITAT HTeh ST g3, Tl SHarelt e (wild yams),
arex forelt & wahg (rhizomes) 3R 3TRYERY 31T SIA S{RETCT WIe Bl ¥ UTed ¥ o Tofehlat &
Qaiet 3 AT T Y& T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page63



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e This might also explain to some extent why humans crave sweet foods.

IE FO 8¢ doh IE THSAT 3 87 TETIAT Y el & o HeTsT 1 S @rer gerat i ereram it

g &

How will Gaganyaan’s thermal
shield protect the crew?

‘Why does Gaganyaan need a thermal protection system? How does its ablative heat shield work?

Unnikrishnan Nair S.

he atmospheric phase of all
space missions is challenging
for both ascending rockets and

descending space capsules.

As the rocket lifts off from the earth
and heads towards its orbit, it accelerates
slowly through the atmosphere to keep
the mechanical loads on the vehicle to a
‘minimum. When a space capsule, like the
‘Gaganyaan crew module, re-enters from
its orbit around the earth, it will hit the
atmosphere at a blistering speed of
7,500-8,000 m/s. More than 99% of this
kinetic energy will be dissipated into the
atmosphere as heat energy. However, a
small portion directed back towards the
‘module will still be intense enough to
melt it if it is not protected by a robust
thermal protection system (TPS).

‘Why is re-entry challenging?
‘Compared to rockets, re-entering
‘modules have a unique set of challenges.
Foremost among them is that once the
descent begins, there is no provision to
abort the mission. Another constraint is
the limited role for the crew to intervene
and correct any system
non-conformance. This is because
atmospheric descent is incredibly fast and
the deceleration forces change constantly.

Human response times are simply too
high to manually correct any sudden
system abnormality. Hence, all the
systems should be made robust enough to
withstand the scorching conditions of
re-entry. During re-entry, the exterior of
the Gaganyaan crew module will
encounter temperatures as high as 1,800°
Cin some regions. To withstand this heat,
the module will rely on its protective
external heatshield. Despite being just
30-35 mm thick, this TPS will perform the
critical task of maintaining the module’s
structural integrity by keeping its
temperature safely below 150° C.

How does TPS protect the crew
module?

A'TPS is predominantly classified into
three types depending on how it removes
heat: ablative, radiative, and heat sink. An
ablative TPS is a single-use TPS that
removes heat energy by sacrificing its
layers through chemical and physical
processes. Specifically, the TPS will
absorb extreme quantities of thermal
energy and itself chemically decompose
into a protective layer of solid char and
outgassing vapours. This process
physically carries heat away from the
module as the material burns off. In
addition, the escaping gases create a
cooler boundary layer that acts as a

buffer, blocking intense heat from being
transferred into the module. For a simple
metaphor, it is like a block of wax that
absorbs heat by melting and shedding its
outer layers. Carbon phenolic and silica
phenolic are good examples of an ablative
TPS. India’s maiden re-entry mission, the
‘Space Capsule Recovery Experiment’
(SRE), used a carbon phenolic ablative to
protect the module’s nose cap, where
heat flux was the highest. The Crew
Dragon capsule of SpaceX uses an ablative
named phenolic-impregnated carbon
ablator, or PICA, a lightweight carbon
fibre matrix filled with a phenolic resin.

The LVM-3/CARE mission that the
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) conducted in 2014 successfully
demonstrated crew module reentry using
an ablative TPS, establishing the
foundational technology that is now being
used in the Gaganyaan programme.

A radiative TPS setup works by
absorbing the extreme heat of re-entry,
then releasing it back into space as
electromagnetic radiation, primarily in
the infrared spectrum but also as visible
light when it is extremely hot. This is like
a traditional clay tandoor oven, where the
clay walls absorb heat from the burning
charcoal and radiate it back as infrared
energy to bake the food.

A radiative TPS will remain intact and

NI HT YA M ATeH SoT T FI&T HFA FHIM?

withstand the heat without melting or
degrading, making it ideal for reusable
re-entry vehicles.

Third, a heat sink TPS protects itself by
absorbing the heat energy like a giant
sponge and raising its own temperature,
but without melting or changing its phase
in any other way. This is what happens
when you pour hot tea into a copper cup.
The cup will absorb the heat from the tea
and become hot - but it also stays solid.
In fact, copper and aluminium are good
examples of heat-sink TPS setups.

does the crew module use an
ablative TPS?
The Gaganyaan crew module uses an
ablative TPS because it is a proven, highly
robust solution tailored to the module’s
single-use design philosophy. An ablative
TPS can withstand an extreme thermal
load without requiring complex or
delicate surface maintenance.

Ablative heat shields can easily handle
fluctuating heat loads to protect the
structure underneath. Radiative systems
are less forgiving, as any design errors can
quickly cause dangerous overheating. So
by avoiding expensive manufacturing,
specialised inspection and complex
installation processes associated with a
reusable radiative TPS, ISRO is opting for
a safer, more cost-effective choice.

Built on ISRO’s rich heritage in ablative
technology and lessons learned from the
SRE and CARE missions, the Gaganyaan
crew module is engineered to safely bring
India’s astronauts home through the
inferno of reentry — with its first
uncrewed test flight launching shortly.
(Unnikrishnan Nair S. is an expert in
launch vehicle systems, orbital re-entry,
and human spaceflight technologies. He is
currently the Dr Sarabhai Professor at
VSsC)

21A8. How will Gaganyaan’s thermal shield protect the crew?

THE GIST

-

Gaganyaan's crew module will
face temperatures of up to
1,800°C during re-entry, with its
thermal protection system
keeping the structure safely
below 150°C despite the
extreme heat.

-

ISRO has chosen an ablative
heat shield that absorbs
intense thermal energy,
decomposes into char and
vapours to carry heat away,
and builds on technology
demonstrated by the SRE and
CARE missions.

e The atmospheric phase of all space missions is challenging for both ascending rockets and
descending space capsules.

Tt 3TcAaT FARE o7 IIHSER T SO STt atel Aehel AR e aitest arer et o,
gt & forT FetlclTqot giefm B

e As the rocket lifts off from the earth and heads towards its orbit, it accelerates slowly through
the atmosphere to keep the mechanical loads on the vehicle to a minimum.

ST Jiehe G W FaHOc g1ehe 319eiT hall Sl X ST &, ol 98 argase & iy dR-aR a1fd
SEIAT R, AR ITel T IS ATel TN R T~ H QT ST Hh |

e When a space capsule, like the Gaganyaan crew module, re-enters from its orbit around the
earth, it will hit the atmosphere at a blistering speed of 7,500-8,000 m/s.

SIS IATAATT F RIGLS ST HARET el Gl & TR 3R =T &I § YoT: YA T &, 0l a8
7,500-8,000 He/@ehs I 31ca Tt cfier a1 & argaser 7 Jar |

e More than 99% of this kinetic energy will be dissipated into the atmosphere as heat energy.
34 AT FtT & 99% A T 87197 T AYHSH H FSAT Foll & T H 39T g1 ST |

e However, a small portion directed back towards the module will still be intense enough to melt
it if it is not protected by a robust thermal protection system (TPS).

gTailTeh, ATSYel I R AT FAERIT Fail T Ueh oler-a1 fGwar 8 s i grem & afg 58 v
A gHS WeFrT AT (TPS) aRT GIfaTdl o T SiTe, ot ag Hisgel I e Fehll 5

Why is re-entry challenging?

qeT: Warer gaAtcqot #4t 82
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Compared to rockets, re-entering modules have a unique set of challenges.

kel &Y JoIT &, YeT: JaT ol dlel HisTel & e fafliee yar A gatfoat gich &1
Foremost among them is that once the descent begins, there is no provision to abort the
mission.

gaﬁmqg@ag%ﬁswmmgmaaﬁ#m, AT I (e el S g cATEAT
=Tel Brell|

Another constraint is the limited role for the crew to intervene and correct any system non-
conformance.

Teh 37T 9187 I8 ¢ Tor T oY Jomrelierd 3ram=adr &) S it & folT ATeleh &l & g&daiyg &l
AT WA gIchr B

This is because atmospheric descent is incredibly fast and the deceleration forces change
constantly.

UHT SATAT § Fieh AT Saaror e ot fer & @Y @ 3R FHeeT o7 oRIdR seerd B
gl

Human response times are simply too high to manually correct any sudden system
abnormality.

Wz@mmmmmwaﬁ;ﬁmwﬁmm*mm
gfafsrar a7 gaTeT a< 78T 8Tl

Hence, all the systems should be made robust enough to withstand the scorching conditions
of re-entry.

gafaT, Tl qonferdt I gof: Jaer 1 i et aRfFufaat i dger w & fov wdicd w7 @
HSIS ST ST IR |

During re-entry, the exterior of the Gaganyaan crew module will encounter temperatures as
high as 1,800°C in some regions.

QT T30 & ERTeT IFTTAT 5 ATl b STed fEEd & Ho 8131 7 A9 1,800°C deh Tg T Hebell
gl

To withstand this heat, the module will rely on its protective external heatshield.

SH FSAT &1 ool el & [olT AlST e mﬁgﬁwaﬁ'ﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁwﬁrﬁml

Despite being just 30-35 mm thick, this TPS will perform the critical task of maintaining the
module’s structural integrity by keeping its temperature safely below 150°C.

eharel 30-35 f&# AT gt & ST, Tg TPS HISTe o el I FRaTd ¥ & 150°C § A
TATT TG IH! HLAATCHF HWSAT ATV Tl Tl Hgea ot i |

How does Thermal Protection System (TPS) protect the crew module?
TPS % AT Y HI&T HA FATE?

A TPS is predominantly classified into three types depending on how it removes heat:
ablative, radiative, and heat sink.

FHT T ECA & ALk o YR T TPS 1 HEAA: Al JehRT A Fafipd foharm sirar & wedlfeT,
el sk die-fRw|

An ablative TPS is a single-use TPS that removes heat energy by sacrificing its layers
through chemical and physical processes.

Tedfed TPS Ueh Thd-39ANT YUl &, ST AT 3R #ifaes ufsramsit & areas & 3roel gar
T &7 L AT 31T I gerar gl

Specifically, the TPS will absorb extreme quantities of thermal energy and itself chemically
decompose into a protective layer of solid char and outgassing vapours.

AT FT A, TPS 31T f&eh ATIT H FHA FaAT 1 3TN T 91T 3R T T 9 F
farefe glent X TR Y GRaTcars T TUT I arsai 7 aRafcdd g smeam|
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This process physically carries heat away from the module as the material burns off.
Ig SfSRAT TETe & ST AT glet & G FSAT 1 Hifeies &9 8 Alsge & gF of A ¥

In addition, the escaping gases create a cooler boundary layer that acts as a buffer, blocking
intense heat from being transferred into the module.

g% 3faRed, S8R foiehelel arell 314 Ueh 331 WAT W (boundary layer) SATAT §, 3T Teh I
& T # H A U Ny FHT T AR & e FAAARG ghet 3 Ak 21

For a simple metaphor, it is like a block of wax that absorbs heat by melting and shedding its
outer layers.

T 3ETEX0T & o, g #H1A & Teh gohs T E &, S TR AT STE L IRl T §eTcd §T Foa
&1 IR FaT |
Carbon phenolic and silica phenolic are good examples of an ablative TPS.

FIa halfas 3T AT FafaF Tealed TPS & 3= 388IT &

India’s maiden re-entry mission, the ‘Space Capsule Recovery Experiment’ (SRE), used a
carbon phenolic ablative to protect the module’s nose cap, where heat flux was the highest.

HRT o TUH Gol: FA TR F9w Feger Reradt vrwdRdAe (SRE) # Al & aler 9, STgl
SSHT JaTE Hallltieh AT, i FR&T & ToIT hrelet hellfoleh Teoifed T 3T feham ara 7|

The Crew Dragon capsule of SpaceX uses an ablative named phenolic-impregnated
carbon ablator, or PICA, a lightweight carbon fibre matrix filled with a phenolic resin.

SpaceX &I Crew Dragon $tqel Fallfais-3FI9aes Hlde TealeX (PICA) THF Tslfed

YT AT, mmmﬁﬂﬁmgmwmmmﬁﬁw%l
The LVM-3/CARE mission that the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) conducted

in 2014 successfully demonstrated crew module reentry using an ablative TPS, establishing
the foundational technology that is now being used in the Gaganyaan programme.

HRI 3TARET 3THUT FITSH (ISRO) EaRT 2014 & FaTfeld LVM-3/CARE fere o Tsdlfe
TP'S T 3TN &¥eh & ATl oh JoT: T T Thel Terlet o iR 30 Hersia wiemfarhr
TS TR, TIHehT 319 9T HRIHH & 3YIT fhaT ST T &

A radiative TPS setup works by absorbing the extreme heat of re-entry, then releasing it back
into space as electromagnetic radiation, primarily in the infrared spectrum but also as visible
light when it is extremely hot.

Wefed TPS 3rcaf®ieh Gat: Fal FSAT &l M el ¢ 3R e 38 Rggagehrr fAfFors
&9 F 3ARET H a9E BIS T §, HEAT: 3T THareH H, Afehet e fereh I glet UX g2 Fehrer
& &I H &

This is like a traditional clay tandoor oven, where the clay walls absorb heat from the
burning charcoal and radiate it back as infrared energy to bake the food.

IF TRINE At & dgy orer &, foreet fedt & Sran Srerd dierer & AT 3raifia awct & 31X
HISTT YhTet o FOIT 3 3raReFd Folt o &9 7 arad AFFERT T €|

A radiative TPS will remain intact and withstand the heat without melting or degrading,
making it ideal for reusable re-entry vehicles.

If3ufed TPS 319aiT TIHT &l §ATC T@d gtfﬁmﬁ'aﬁrmaﬂwgtfswl FI g AT &, forad
Ig T ITANT AN YaT: YA AT & FHT e ol B |

Third, a heat sink TPS protects itself by absorbing the heat energy like a giant sponge and
raising its own temperature, but without melting or changing its phase in any other way.

IR PR T §e-fA® TPS Ueh TaATel TUST Sl aRE FSAT Foil i a2 dieh et dTIHTA Sl
FoTaT &, SifeheT for=T Rrerer am el 3170 UohR & 3791 31T Sgor TaF I 6T AT & |

This is what happens when you pour hot tea into a copper cup.

VAT & a9 81T & ST 379 31 I T e & &9 & 3ol 2

The cup will absorb the heat from the tea and become hot — but it also stays solid.

FY AT J FSAT I FTMT T 7 &7 FATTIT—AheT I SN ITEAT H & F=11 |
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In fact, copper and aluminium are good examples of heat-sink TPS setups.

areda #, diar 3R vegfAfATeT fic-[e TPS sgawur & 3res 3epuT ¢ |

Why does the crew module use an ablative TPS?

% AIZYW Tedlfed TPS FT 3TANT FIT FIT 872

The Gaganyaan crew module uses an ablative TPS because it is a proven, highly robust
solution tailored to the module’s single-use design philosophy.

TG % HISTSA Teafed TPS T SUANT AT § Fifeh Tg veh g iR srcaftrs werga
AT &, S ATl T Thel-39INT BATET HTUROM & 37787 &

An ablative TPS can withstand an extreme thermal load without requiring complex or delicate
surface maintenance.

Teolfed TPS el AT AT Tclg IR T HTTRTAT o [T A fereh ST 8 FT Tgel X

ThAT S|

Ablative heat shields can easily handle fluctuating heat loads to protect the structure
underneath.

Tsdfed gieelies seeid U FSH 5 1 T & HeHrel Teohol § iR oAt Foere Tt hr e
AL

Radiative systems are less forgiving, as any design errors can quickly cause dangerous
overheating.

Y3ufed gonferr sretiepd wa Hgaiiier gich 8, Fiieh f3siiget # @ig off Jfe Il & @
HFATIA T HROT §7 bl &

So by avoiding expensive manufacturing, specialised inspection and complex installation
processes associated with a reusable radiative TPS, ISRO is opting for a safer, more cost-
effective choice.

gafay, geT: 3T Geg Yfsuied TPS & Sst gt fafasior afsar, frafiga fadearor sk afeer
FATAT 93RSt § S T ISRO Tk 31fRreh IR 3 oImarer-wraire b 3711 T &l

Built on ISRO’s rich heritage in ablative technology and lessons learned from the SRE and
CARE missions, the Gaganyaan crew module is engineered to safely bring India’s
astronauts home through the inferno of re-entry — with its first uncrewed test flight launching
shortly.

SRE 3R CARE farril & 9red 3ejs7al qT veaifed legifareh & ISRO T et favred &
TR 9 FATH, AT 3 ATl I Go: Taer T reaftra aea aRIPATAAT & o1 & siarer
T ! TRIGTT & & G2l 9T a1 el o ToIT AR f&ham 1 §—31R g&ehT ggelt Alag ed
q0&ToT 33T MEr €1 T gl aren |
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Doses of Ervebo 21A8. Doses of Ervebo vaccine to be provided

vaccine to be provided

for DR Congo

for DR Congo

NI FHN &Y YSTeT T AT aTely Ervebo dFHIT Y

CSILSET S

The
70.000:; : =
9 Health e 70,000

Organization said on Thursday that the e The World Health Organization said on Thursday
Ebola-hit Democratic Republic of Congo that the Ebola-hit Democratic Republic of Congo would
would receive 70,000 doses of Ervebo receive 70,000 doses of Ervebo vaccine approved for
vaccine approved for protecting against protecting against
the virus. arp o TRT T WIS o TR A el o galelm goiad
AT RufSers 3T FTor I 560 Ta1d & T Al
Ervebo &%FHIeT #Y 70,000 FIF 9Ted giafr
GS Paper I11: Environment 21 August 2026
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21A8

Odisha forms panel to examine relocation of villages from Satkosia Tiger Reserve

3N o gawfdar erger R & ariat & qorarw A sita & fow afafa aifea &

21A8

The Vanashakti verdict is balanced and pragmatic

TR Faotr iaforer 3tk s &
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Odisha forms panel to examine relocation
of villages from Satkosia Tiger Reserve

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha government has
constituted a high-level in-
quiry committee to exa-
mine the relocation of vil-
lages from the Satkosia
Tiger Reserve (STR), fol-
lowing allegations by resi-
dents that they were forci-
bly evicted from their
ancestral villages despite
having coexisted harmo-
niously with wildlife for
decades.

The committee headed
by Revenue and Disaster
Management  Secretary
would examine the entire
village-wise relocation pro-
cess relating to STR, except
Raiguda, which was first
village to be relocated with
following up of proper
procedures.

The notification regard-

Vlllagers had alleged that they were forcnbly evicted. FILEPHOTO

ing formation of commit-
tee was issued on August
17, 2026.

The committee has
been mandated to exa-
mine and verify com-
pliance with the applicable
statutory provisions, in-
cluding the Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act 1972, the For-
est Rights Act, 2006, and
the applicable guidelines
of the National Tiger Con-

servation Authority.

Beneficiary identifica-
tion would also be scruti-
nised in order to find out if
villagers were wrongfully
excluded or included in
the relocation process. As-
sessment of compensation
and rehabilitation provid-
ed to the affected families
will also be examined.

The committee has
been directed to recom-

mend appropriate correc-
tive measures, including
payment of differential
compensation, restoration
of rights and livelihood
support.

The government has
particularly asked the com-
mittee to identify the offic-
ers responsible for any
procedural irregularities
or violations and recom-
mend appropriate depart-
mental and criminal
action.

Zero tiger population
The STR has a troubled his-
tory of tiger conservation.
The State’s 2007 census re-
corded 12 tigers, but by
2018-19, just one remained.
The 2022 tiger census re-
corded none, leaving the
reasons behind the popu-
lation’s  disappearance
unresolved.

21A8. Odisha forms panel to examine relocation of villages from Satkosia
Tiger Reserve

3N & g ergar Rerd & afat & goratw &y e & faw wfafa afsa 6

The Odisha government has constituted a high-level inquiry committee to examine the
relocation of villages from the Satkosia Tiger Reserve (STR), following allegations by
residents that they were forcibly evicted from their ancestral villages despite having coexisted
harmoniously with wildlife for decades.

NS TIHR = FAHHAAT IR R (STR) A 717l & oA 1 Sirer & foIv Tk 3ea-Fadr
Sita afafa a1fsa $r &1 T8 FeaA HaTfaal gaRT 9T 7T 3 HRIGT & J16 31T I3 § 3 g2t
ek dearSial & HIY HTHEIYUT He-311Ecicd & Tgat & STdS[G 376 3ofeh Yoy alal & STaler

de@e fohar arm|

The committee headed by Revenue and Disaster Management Secretary would examine the
entire village-wise relocation process relating to STR, except Raiguda, which was the first
village to be relocated with following up of proper procedures.

TSIET TF JTYST FatTeT HFra ol JETaTar arell AATT STR I Hd HYUT Aa-aR qaary Fiar
hT i &, eHfehel TS T SHA e WM I AT, arq’iﬁ:agﬁaqﬁ:m&ﬁﬂwaﬂﬁgw

gﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁxmwmaﬁﬁml
The notification regarding formation of the committee was issued on August 17, 2026.
TAT & oot Fath TG 17 39T 2026 F1 STRY &1 378 7|

The committee has been mandated to examine and verify compliance with the applicable
statutory provisions, including the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the Forest Rights Act,
2006, and the applicable guidelines of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA).

TIATT Y A1) denTfeleh Frareitail o fegarelel I Sirer 3R FedTaeT o arideld |tar I &, Forae

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page69



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Fegsig (FXETT) ATAfATH, 1972, g« JfOsR rfafa=es, 2006 TUT WS arer waTor Iftaor
(NTCA) & o] feenfarder enfdrer 81

Beneficiary identification would also be scrutinised in order to find out if villagers were
wrongfully excluded or included in the relocation process.

Ig I ST o TIT ATenTfiat Y agartet <hr ot Sirer <hr STUah foh el atia & Wit hl geraier
Gfehar & Il e & ST8T aY 78T TW@T I1AT AT Tl adieh A SHH A al s7eT fhar aram|

Assessment of compensation and rehabilitation provided to the affected families will also
be examined.

senfaeT TRERT T YT fohT aTv F3mast 3 goraer o 8 3rreholet fohar STwam|

The committee has been directed to recommend appropriate corrective measures, including
payment of differential compensation, restoration of rights and livelihood support.

AT I 3T GURTHS SURAT I FABTRRT I T fAeer e 2 g, TSt sax f3mast 1
sTaTaiTe, ITAHRY i Fgrelt i T fawT Ferar A £

The government has particularly asked the committee to identify the officers responsible for
any procedural irregularities or violations and recommend appropriate departmental and
criminal action.

WHR o [y &7 & FfAfa & w1 & & g8 5 o ufkarera siaafaaarn ar seaus & fow
AR 3Rt $r ggarer HY aur 3fa faami it smaufas FRar Hr Rwier &Y

Zero tiger population

T AT AT

The STR has a troubled history of tiger conservation.

STR T 9TE TI&TUT 7 STaerT TidTsteish T &

The State’s 2007 census recorded 12 tigers, but by 2018-19, just one remained.
TS T 2007 Y FVTAT H 12 916 of fohT 1T L, AfShaT 2018-19 T hael Teh TE 2T UT|

The 2022 tiger census recorded none, leaving the reasons behind the population’s
disappearance unresolved.

2022 FY 9T ITOTAT & Tk 3 a9 Gof AET TohaT a1, Torad arat iy 3E1E) & AT gl & ShRoT
379 oY g &
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The Vanashakti verdict is balanced and pragmatic

he Supreme Court of India’s landmark
T judgment delivered on July 29, 2026 in

Vanashakti vs Union of India has brought
much-needed clarity to one of the most debated
issues in environmental regulation: the fate of
projects that commenced without obtaining prior
Environmental Clearance (EC).

‘Wider policy impact

While the judgment firmly reiterates that
obtaining prior EC is a mandatory legal
requirement under the Environment Impact
Assessment Notification (EIA) Notification, 2006,
it also provides an important policy direction that
could have far-reaching implications for
thousands of industries, infrastructure projects
and real estate developments across India.

The Court has categorically held that project
proponents who commenced construction or
operations without obtaining prior EC and that
did not apply under the earlier violation
mechanisms, cannot now seek regularisation
under the 2017 Notification or the 2021 Standard
Operating Procedure (Office Memorandum).
Those mechanisms are no longer available for
fresh cases.

At first glance, this may appear to shut the
door completely on pending violation projects.
However, a closer reading of the judgment reveals
a far more balanced and pragmatic approach.
One of the most significant aspects is the Court’s
recognition that the central government
continues to possess the statutory power under
Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 to frame a fresh statutory mechanism for
dealing with violation cases, if considered
necessary in the larger public interest.

The Court has made an important distinction
between an administrative office memorandum,
which cannot override the requirement of prior
EC, and a statutory notification issued under the
powers conferred by the Environment
(Protection) Act. While the former has been held
to be legally unsustainable, the latter remains a
permissible legislative option, provided it is

7
Kalaiselvan
Perivasamy
Environmental
and social expert

The top court’s
verdict closes
existing
environmental
clearance
regularisation
routes while
leaving scope
for a new
framework

carefully designed within the framework of
environmental law.

This observation is likely to have significant
policy implications. Across India, numerous
industrial units, commercial developments,
infrastructure projects and public utility projects
remain in violation of the EC requirements for
various reasons. Some projects proceeded due to
regulatory uncertainty, others due to an incorrect
interpretation of the law, while some simply
failed to obtain the necessary approvals before
commencement. Many such projects never
applied under the earlier violation windows and
have therefore been left without a legal pathway
following the closure of the 2017 scheme and the
striking down of the 2021 Office Memorandum.

The present judgment acknowledges this
practical reality without compromising the
fundamental principle that prior EC remains
mandatory.

Where there is a balancing act

Importantly, the Court has not directed the
central government to introduce a new
regularisation scheme. Instead, it has clarified
that the government may, if it considers it
necessary, in the larger public interest, issue a
fresh statutory notification providing a one-time
opportunity for specified categories of violation
projects.

The Court has also indicated the safeguards
that such a notification must incorporate. Any
future scheme cannot become a permanent
“violate first, regularise later” mechanism.
Instead, it should be strictly one-time, supported
by statutory authority, and should include
comprehensive environmental safeguards such as
environmental damage assessment, remediation
measures, environmental compensation and
strict compliance conditions.

This balanced approach attempts to reconcile
two equally important objectives. On one hand,
environmental laws cannot encourage deliberate
violations by allowing routine post-facto
approvals, while on the other, indiscriminate

21A8. The Vanashakti verdict is balanced and pragmatic

Tt faota dgfae st saraefes &

closure or demolition of every violation project
may not always serve either environmental
protection or the larger public interest,
particularly where projects are otherwise
environmentally acceptable and substantial
investments have already been made.

The judgment therefore reinforces the
principle that environmental governance should
combine strict enforcement with practical and
scientifically sound regulatory solutions.

For project developers, industries and
infrastructure agencies, the immediate message is
straightforward. No fresh applications can now
be made under the earlier violation mechanisms.
However, the judgment also leaves open the
possibility that the central government may
formulate a fresh statutory framework to address
pending violation cases in an environmentally
responsible manner.

The regulatory road ahead

Whether such a policy initiative will be
undertaken now rests entirely with the central
government. Given the large number of pending
projects across various sectors, industry
associations, infrastructure developers,
environmental professionals and other
stakeholders are expected to closely watch the
government’s next steps. The judgment has
effectively closed the old regulatory route but has
simultaneously acknowledged that Parliament’s
environmental legislation still provides sufficient
statutory authority for a carefully structured
one-time solution, should the government
consider such intervention necessary.

The July 2026 judgment is therefore significant
not merely because it settles the legal validity of
earlier violation mechanisms, but also because it
charts the contours of any future policy on
environmental regularisation. It preserves the
integrity of the prior EC regime while leaving
sufficient legislative space for the government to
address genuine legacy violations through a
lawful, transparent, and environmentally robust
statutory framework.

The Supreme Court of India’s landmark judgment delivered on July 29, 2026 in Vanashakti
vs Union of India has brought much-needed clarity to one of the most debated issues in
environmental regulation: the fate of projects that commenced without obtaining prior
Environmental Clearance (EC).

HRA & Fafed ~ArTerd SaRT 29 JaT§ 2026 FT Vanashakti vs Union of India H#Fel 7 fow
1T Ufcgrien ool & vaifaroie fafaese & 53 aad 31t faaried Heal & & v W 3Haeds
TISCAT FeTel T §: 3T TRATSTATT T T g191T, ST 9 GAaofir FspdY (Environmental
Clearance—EC) YT fohT =T I& & & 15|

Wider policy impact
IS AlfeTd TS

While the judgment firmly reiterates that obtaining prior EC is a mandatory legal requirement
under the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006, it also provides an
important policy direction that could have far-reaching implications for thousands of industries,
infrastructure projects and real estate developments across India.

eI I 0T TS §9 & Qg0 § o TaTavor qeira 3mavetsT (EIA) e, 2006 & dgc

~

94 EC YIS el Ueh HfAard FIefelt Araedsrar &, O ol Ig Teh AgeaquT Afaird f&eim geret
T8, Toraeh R AR & goIRT 35, gferamer arar aRarsrensit sk Rae veee e w

CREICIREI CRERC ]

The Court has categorically held that project proponents who commenced construction or
operations without obtaining prior EC and that did not apply under the earlier violation
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mechanisms, cannot now seek regularisation under the 2017 Notification or the 2021
Standard Operating Procedure (Office Memorandum).

AT o TS ®9 F g1 § fob ToteT IRATSToAT FFLeh! o1 qd EC 9o foht fo=m fovafor ar
HEToleT Y TohaT 3R TSiwgiel T el i Seerae Hath sqaea13it & el JTdee /g1 [ohar 4T, d 319
2017 = 3rfergE=T AT 2021 FY ATF FeATeRT IHAT (Office Memorandum) & T8

T A RIOT T AT g1 T TR |

Those mechanisms are no longer available for fresh cases.

Y IIEATT 37 AT ATHAT o [oTT 3TCTH 18T & |

At first glance, this may appear to shut the door completely on pending violation projects.
Tg el Ao F UHT Ycllel 81 HehclT & foh 8 oliaicl Seeraesrt IRATSTa3i & fovw @i Ied g
RE e g AT &

However, a closer reading of the judgment reveals a far more balanced and pragmatic
approach.

gTeiTTeR, foToTy &Y CATTqde Tget TR U Fel 31t wafore 31 saragiRe gfSeaior @ Jmar
J

One of the most significant aspects is the Court’s recognition that the central government
continues to possess the statutory power under Section 3 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 to frame a fresh statutory mechanism for dealing with violation cases, if considered
necessary in the larger public interest.

58 AU & T8 Hgea ol Uee3i # ¥ veh Ig & T ~ararerd 3 Al § 3 She; TR & 9T 39
$7r gaTaRor (EaToT) IFTATAT, 1986 FI &RT 3 & dgd, TS AU Seifed H TTTH THST AT,
Y 3ot & ATHAT ¥ gest & AT T a8 Fenfars sgaedr HAR F1= i denfaw afFa &

The Court has made an important distinction between an administrative office
memorandum, which cannot override the requirement of prior EC, and a statutory
notification issued under the powers conferred by the Environment (Protection) Act.

T o Toh YRATATAF FRATTT AT, ST I EC T HTAGRIT hT FATI 1 9 Fehell, IR
TATEROT (F&TOT) Irffaas qary Yea AfFadi & dga Sy i 378 Fenfas sty & @
HgcaquT 3R TISC T ¢

While the former has been held to be legally unsustainable, the latter remains a permissible
legislative option, provided it is carefully designed within the framework of environmental law.

STl Jgel dTel &1 Fiefell T A AT AT 12T &, TEF o1, qTell Ueh Tloprd farermeht e srm g3
€, 92Tt 3q TATEROT FlefeT o G & 3o AT IR fohar STv |

This observation is likely to have significant policy implications.

54 feoquh & Agcayqet Afdera sima g 1 deraeT g

Across India, numerous industrial units, commercial developments, infrastructure projects and
public utility projects remain in violation of the EC requirements for various reasons.

ITNAr IRASAT AfAeA FRUT T EC TGt 3TTRTRAT3T FT Sooitd HT LT 8 |
Some projects proceeded due to regulatory uncertainty, others due to an incorrect

interpretation of the law, while some simply failed to obtain the necessary approvals before
commencement.

o TRIATAY fmhrr SfAfRadar & HRoT 31161 581, FS 3 HlefeT T el T &
HROT, el F& TRASTATT Y& Bl ¥ Igel HTaeTh HegaAferat gred #a 7 e

Many such projects never applied under the earlier violation windows and have therefore
been left without a legal pathway following the closure of the 2017 scheme and the striking
down of the 2021 Office Memorandum.

VY 314 TRANSTATIT o Tgol 3T SoortreT Aael G & alTeT 3l 3T 8T fomar 3R

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page72



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

sgfaT 2017 Y AT & ¢ 8l dUT 2021 & FRTET A9 & AEd fFT F= & a1 3 Far
FIefeAT AT & foer @ 1S §

The present judgment acknowledges this practical reality without compromising the
fundamental principle that prior EC remains mandatory.

TAA 0T 38 SaTagIRe aRFa aear Sl TSR HT ¢, dAfhed 38 Hedd [AeHid ¥ g
THST e T o & Taofir Fedl (EC) 3ifavard waft g ¥

Where there is a balancing act
STET HeleTeT WTE T T &

Importantly, the Court has not directed the central government to introduce a new
regularisation scheme.

HETdqUT &9 &, ~AITeT & she; TIhR 1 778 faafAelismtor A (regularisation scheme) @1]
T o faacer 18T feam g

Instead, it has clarified that the government may, if it considers it necessary, in the larger
public interest, issue a fresh statutory notification providing a one-time opportunity for
specified categories of violation projects.

h T, ~IIAT F TOST fohaT § oh Ife TR 58 e s=fed & angegs gAsAr g, ar
TE SeatelshNl TRATSTATHT I fATEse ATORT & fov vHaged @@ (one-time opportunity)
ST FYeT Aol oTs JeTfeteh 3TTRgael IRy &Y el ¢

The Court has also indicated the safeguards that such a notification must incorporate.

R = T ol 8t Jrferegerar & enfdiel fohT STt aTel FRaiTeas 3Tl (safeguards) T &
Hohe feam g1

Any future scheme cannot become a permanent “violate first, regularise later” mechanism.
sifasT fr FIS i AN TURY “Uge Iedud H, 918 F AIRAFIOr FI3” T FE 9T TR

Instead, it should be strictly one-time, supported by statutory authority, and should include
comprehensive environmental safeguards such as environmental damage assessment,
remediation measures, environmental compensation and strict compliance conditions.

S8 FoT1Y, Tg Tl A Tahaped, deTfareh TR earT @Afda g =nfgv 3 swat gaavohy
&1fer 1 3Teherel, YURTHS 3R, GATaoiir aifaqfc aur w3 sreqarerer $Y e 514 g9
TATERONg GRET 3T AMA et =g

This balanced approach attempts to reconcile two equally important objectives.

Ig W o gfeeHIor el HATT § § Hgeaqul 3¢l & I AIHTET TS F¥e T TITH Hcl
gl

On one hand, environmental laws cannot encourage deliberate violations by allowing routine
post-facto approvals, while on the other, indiscriminate closure or demolition of every violation
project may not always serve either environmental protection or the larger public interest,
particularly where projects are otherwise environmentally acceptable and substantial
investments have already been made.

Teh 3R, AU Siefet A AT qeaTe 3reg#lea (post-facto approvals) HT 3T ST
SIS fhT STTet aTel Seoltiall sl HcHTTgd w16T Y Hehdl; T6T GET 3, Tcdeh Seoltelehil
IRISTAT T f9aT TRET AT oS¢ T AT CITT AT §HRAT TATIIOT HIETUT AT SIS SAATed
1 gfct FTET Y FeheT, [AATRT I ST IRAISTATT 33T GLTEROT T g S & TR &1 3R 318
TEe &1 IS T foham ST gt gl

The judgment therefore reinforces the principle that environmental governance should
combine strict enforcement with practical and scientifically sound regulatory solutions.

safIT Ig v 50 FAquid &1 Aslgd dT & T qafavofia eameer 7 #3 yade & ary-ary
SR vd e T & gge e gt v o weae ger iR
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e For project developers, industries and infrastructure agencies, the immediate message is
straightforward.

IRATSAT AemraehdT3T, 3 AR aEtasr vaifadt & fow desrer @aer T B
¢ No fresh applications can now be made under the earlier violation mechanisms.

37T U & Seotel Fat T3 & dgd IS AT TSt SIgT [T ST FehdT|

e However, the judgment also leaves open the possibility that the central government may
formulate a fresh statutory framework to address pending violation cases in an
environmentally responsible manner.

greilich, 0T 58 HeATAT hT Toll TG & foh e, TR wiTcl Seortle A T Aol &7 &
IERT al% T [Auea & T T 737 s ofr JIR FR T ¢

The regulatory road ahead

39 Y g+ g

e Whether such a policy initiative will be undertaken now rests entirely with the central
government.

e T AT g T ST A7 7Y, Fg I TG b FehR T AR AT 5

e Given the large number of pending projects across various sectors, industry associations,
infrastructure developers, environmental professionals and other stakeholders are expected
to closely watch the government’s next steps.

fafdee 8131 & Sifad TREANSATHT Fr 9 FEa1 A 4T §U, AT Hall, a1 FAprasheai,
TTaRor [yl 3R 3T RAURSY aRT TER F 30T FEAT IR TR I 71 It HT FHGAT
J

e The judgment has effectively closed the old regulatory route but has simultaneously
acknowledged that Parliament’s environmental legislation still provides sufficient statutory
authority for a carefully structured one-time solution, should the government consider such
intervention necessary.

fAoTer o Rt foramees At &l Jerrdl &9 & se X AT 8, AfeheT @y € 7 off Tl foham & foh
THe, T JATGROT Heh Fiefet 380 8 Teh Feaa e ThaRd FHUTT & fov qficd denfas
TR U HTATE, TS THR 3H Wb & gEARTT Sl 3T FHSTAT &

e The July 2026 judgment is therefore significant not merely because it settles the legal
validity of earlier violation mechanisms, but also because it charts the contours of any future
policy on environmental regularisation.

gafav JaT$ 2026 FT faoiy shaer safaw Agcayol 76T ¢ i I8 qdaci Seets ol T Hiefs
AT I TISE AT &, e AT & FgraquT § T I8 vl fafadisor @ gefera
sifasg T foRadY off hify A FR@r fAaTRT Far |

e It preserves the integrity of the prior EC regime while leaving sufficient legislative space for
the government to address genuine legacy violations through a lawful, transparent, and
environmentally robust statutory framework.

Ig qddci EC 9G¥ (Environmental Clearance regime) T 3@ I S11C 3@ &, A1 &1
THR & TIT e fdeh [/ fAradera sedwsl (legacy violations) & fAdes g FTeleaead,
areeft 3 wafaRoer #i gfte & gog denfaw o & Areys & FRAE HE & fow gafied faurd
TS & BISAT |
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